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Firefighters contain Portugal fire
Pietracorbara

Firefighters managed to 
contain huge wildfires 

in Portugal and the French 
island of Corsica on yesterday, 
though hot weather meant the 
risk of them spreading again 
remained high.

Almost 1,000 people 
were evacuated in Corsica 
overnight, mostly tourists 
staying at campsites, as 2,000 
hectares (nearly 5,000 acres) 
of scrubland was destroyed, 
although no casualties were 
reported. The evacuees were 
put up in schools and other 
temporary shelters.

A man suspected of starting 
five fires in Bastia, a town 
with a population of 40,000 in 

northeast Corsica, was arrested 
late Friday, an official said.

At Cap Corse, the most 
northerly point of the 
Mediterranean island where 
the fire had spread overnight, 
the blaze was “contained but 
not controlled”, according to 
the local authorities Saturday.

“It’s hell,” Christian Burchi, 
a 50-year-old Sisco resident 
said. “We tried to extinguish 
the flames with two buckets 
of water and a ridiculous hose. 
Everywhere is burning.”

In Portugal firefighters 
managed to bring two of the 
major blazes under control 
in the centre of the country 
by Saturday afternoon, the 
civil protection authority 

announced, while warning that 
the heatwave could reignite the 
fires.

Firefighters have stopped the 
spreading of the flames from 
the forest fire that raged in 
the region of Abrantes since 
Wednesday, authorities said.

But more than 500 
firefighters, nearly 200 vehicles 
and three water-bombing 
helicopters remain on standby 
should the fires flare up again, 
they added.

The other huge fire now 
under control was at Alvaiazere 
in the central region of Leiria.

Civil protection agency 
spokeswoman Patricia Gaspar 
said a record 220 fires had 
started on Friday alone.

11 killed in Kenya protests 
against disputed vote
Nairobi

Kenya’s defeated 
opposition coalition 

vowed Saturday they would 
not halt their bid to overturn a 
“sham” election result, which 

sparked violent protests that 
have left 11 people dead.

Protests flared in opposition 
bastions as soon as President 
Uhuru Kenyatta was declared 
the victor on Friday after an 
election his rival Raila Odinga 
claimed was massively rigged.

Kenya is no stranger to 
post-election violence, and 
scars still run deep from a 
disputed 2007 vote which 
led to two months of ethno-
political clashes, leaving 1,100 
dead and 600,000 displaced.

However protests remained 
isolated Saturday, with several 
hundred demonstrators 
engaging in running battles 
with police who quickly 
dispersed what Interior 
Minister Fred Matiangi 
referred to as “criminal 
elements”.

Eight bodies have been 
taken to the Nairobi city 
morgue, most of them with 
gunshot wounds, from the 
protest-hit slums of Mathare, 
Kibera and Kawangware since 
Friday night, a senior police 
official told AFP on condition 
of anonymity.

Yesterday morning, 
reporters saw the body of a 
young girl whose family said 
she had been shot in the back 
while watching the protests 
from their balcony in Mathare.

A police officer said 
a man had been shot dead 
in a demonstration in the 
southwestern town of Siaya 
and local government official 
Wilson Njega confirmed one 
person had been shot dead 
outside Kisumu in protests.

At the hospital Truphena 
Achieng said his brother had 
been shot and injured “and yet 
he was just standing outside 
our house where people 
were demonstrating ... we 
don’t know why police were 

shooting.”
The Doctors without 

Borders (MSF) charity said on 
Twitter that it had treated 54 
wounded in its clinics.

The opposition National 
Super Alliance (NASA) has 

not laid out its plans, but has 
refused to take its grievances 
to court and said yesterday 
they would not back down.

“We will not be cowed, we 
will not relent,” NASA official 
Johnson Muthama told 
reporters, describing a police 
crackdown on protests as an 
effort to force the coalition 
“into submission”.

“We wish to assure the 
people that we have the will, 
the determination, and the 
means to make sure your vote 
will count at the end of the 
day,” he said.

Muthama claimed that 
some 100 people had been 
killed, without providing 
evidence. According to an 
AFP tally, 17 people have died 
in election-related violence 
since Wednesday. (AFP)

Uhuru Kenyatta

US-educated multi-millionaire

Aged 55

2002
Presidential candidate for Moi’s
ruling party. Loses to Mwai Kibaki.
Becomes opposition leader

2008
Becomes finance minister
and deputy prime minister
in power-sharing government
with Kibaki and Odinga

1990s
Calls for democratic reforms but
then allies with autocratic ruler
Daniel arap Moi

2012
Indicted by International
Criminal Court (ICC) over 2007-08
political-ethnic violence. Steps
down as finance minister

2013
Wins presidential election
against Odinga

2014
ICC drops charges, citing
witness intimidation

2007
Backs Kibaki’s successful
re-election bid, against Raila
Odinga. Accused of orchestrating
post-election bloodshed

2017
Wins new presidential race
against Odinga

Son of Kenya’s founding 
president, Jomo Kenyatta

At least 25 
dead in Nepal 
landslides, 
floods

Blast kills at 
least eight in 
SW Pakistan: 
official

Kathmandu

Floods and landslides caused 
by torrential monsoon rains 

have killed at least 25 people in 
the last two days across Nepal, 
officials said yesterday.

Heavy rains have hit more 
than a dozen districts in the 
country’s far eastern region 
as well as some areas in the 
west since Friday morning, the 
home ministry said.

Flooding has occurred across 
the densely populated lowlands 
that border India, while some 
remote districts in the hilly 
areas of the far east have been 
hit by landslides triggered by 
the monsoon rains.

“We are still collecting the 
details of the loss. According 
to the preliminary reports to 
the ministry over 25 people are 
feared dead,” Home Ministry 
spokesman Deepak Kafle said.

Quetta

A powerful blast on Saturday 
night killed at least eight 

people and wounded 17 others 
in Pakistan’s southwestern 
province of Balochistan, which 
borders Iran and Afghanistan, 
an official said.

The blast occurred at a bus 
stop in the provincial capital 
Quetta and the area caught fire 
soon after the explosion.

“We have so far received eight 
dead bodies and 17 injured,” 
Doctor Fareed Sumalani, 
medical superintendent of the 
local government hospital.   

Balochistan home minister 
Sarfraz Bugti told local Dunya 
TV that a rescue operation was 
underway.

Kenyan police forces patrol in the Nairobi slum of Mathare

Supporters of opposition 
coalition National Super 
Alliance (NASA) leader set 
up burning barricades in 
the Nairobi slum of Mathare

A man waters the area around his house following a new rash of forest fires


