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N. Korea: Xi urges Trump to 
avoid inflammatory rhetoric

Beijing

Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
urged US President Donald 

Trump yesterday to avoid 
rhetoric that could inflame 
tensions with North Korea as an 
escalating war of words raised 
global alarm.

Xi made the plea in a phone 
call hours after Trump ramped 
up his warnings to Pyongyang, 
saying the Stalinist regime 
would “truly regret” taking 
hostile action against the United 
States.

The White House said 
in a statement that the two 
leaders “agreed North Korea 
must stop provocative and 
escalatory behaviour” and 
that they are both committed 
to the denuclearisation of the 
peninsula.

But the Chinese foreign 
ministry said Xi urged Trump 
to avoid “words and deeds” 
that would “exacerbate” the 
already-tense situation, exercise 
restraint and seek a political 

settlement.
Trump has been engaged all 

week in verbal sparring with 
the North over its weapons 
and missile programmes, as 
US media reported Pyongyang 
has successfully miniaturised a 
nuclear warhead.

The Republican billionaire 
has progressively ramped up 
the tone throughout the week 
and on Friday declared that 
the US military is “locked and  
loaded.” 

In a call with Guam Governor 
Eddie Calvo on Friday, Trump 
said the US military is prepared 
to “ensure the safety and 
security of the people of Guam” 
in response to Pyongyang’s 
plans to launch missiles towards 
the Pacific territory.

A chorus of international 
voices including Russia, 
Germany, France and the UK  
have urged restraint in the 
crisis, while Seoul expressed 
appreciation for Xi and Trump’s 
phone call Saturday. (AFP)

Trump again cites ‘military’ 
option against North Korea

Kim ‘crazy as typhoons’ but not 
as scary, say Guam residents

Japan deploys missile defence 
over N. Korea threat to Guam

Satellite photos suggest North 
preparing submarine missile test

Washington

US President Donald Trump and his French counterpart 
pledged in a phone call Saturday to work to denuclearize 

North Korea, but Trump again spoke of possible “military 
measures” if other steps fail.

A White House statement said Trump and President 
Emmanuel Macron had discussed “the increasingly dangerous 
situation associated with North Korea’s destabilizing and 
escalatory behaviour.”

It said the United States was ready “along with its allies, 
to apply the full range of diplomatic, economic and military 
measures” to end any nuclear threat from the North.

Hagatna

Guam residents say that if given the choice they would 
rather face the wrath of “crazy” Kim Jong Un than the 

power of a typhoon, as they count down towards a threatened 
North Korean missile attack.

The archbishop of Catholic US territory urged priests to 
pray for peace at Sunday mass.

But on the streets the appearance remained calm, with the 
main concern being the approach of the typhoon season.

Tokyo

Japan deployed its Patriot missile defence system yesterday 
after North Korea threatened to fire ballistic missiles over 

the country towards the US Pacific territory of Guam, local 
officials and reports said.

Japan has in the past vowed to shoot down North Korean 
missiles or rockets that threaten to hit its territory. 

The defence ministry deployed the Patriot Advanced 
Capability-3 (PAC-3) system in Shimane, Hiroshima and 
Kochi in western Japan, which North Korea had warned could 
be along its missiles’ flight path, public broadcaster NHK and 
Kyodo News said.

Washington

Recent satellite photos suggest North Korea could be 
preparing for fresh submarine-based ballistic missile tests, 

an expert on its military said Friday.
Joseph Bermudez, a specialist in North Korean defence and 

intelligence affairs, posted photographs on the authoritative 
38 North blog of the US-Korea Institute at Johns Hopkins 
University which he said could show preparations for a test of 
a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM).

“Recent satellite imagery reveals several developments 
suggesting that North Korea may be accelerating the 
development of the sea-based leg of its nuclear forces,” he said.

“We are concerned at the 
ballistic and nuclear threat 
coming from North Korea. 
The international commu-
nity needs to work to get 
Pyongyang to resume the 
path of dialogue without 
conditions. France’s allies 
and partners in the region 
of our solidarity in the cur-
rent period”
French President 
Emmanuel Macron

“What North Korea is doing 
is absolutely unacceptable, 
and it’s posing an unaccep-
table security threat both in 
the region and to the entire 
world. We stand by all of 
our allies very much includ-
ing the United States. When 
they are threatened, we are 
there,”
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Chrystia Freeland

“The North Korean regime is 
the cause of this problem and 
they must fix it. The interna-
tional community is shoulder 
to shoulder in ensuring North 
Korea stops its aggressive 
acts. We are working with the 
US and our partners in the 
region to bring this crisis to a 
diplomatic end.”
British Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson

A man looks at replicas of a North Korean Scud-B missile 
(R) and South Korean missiles at the Korean War Memorial 
in Seoul

A rally in support of North Korea’s stance against the US, on Kim Il-Sung square in Pyongyang


