
BUSINESSSunday, August 13, 2017 9

Washington

HBO offered a reward of $250,000 in response to a data 
breach at the television group that produces “Game 

of Thrones,” according to a report 
from a leaked memo.

The report by Variety on 
Thursday said HBO offered the 
payment as a “bug bounty,” which 
is offered by companies to discover 
vulnerabilities in their computer 
networks.

Seoul

The bedridden head of South Korea’s Samsung Group has 
given up his IOC membership, the Olympics governing 

body announced. “The IOC EB 
was informed that the family 
of Kun-Hee Lee has asked the 
IOC not to consider Lee for 
re-election as an IOC member” 
when the International Olympic 
Committee is due to elect nine 
new members next month.
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HBO offered ‘bounty’ to hackers: report Samsung head gives up IOC membership “The scourge of methamphetamine use in 
Australia is a problem we are determined 
to eradicate. The drug destroys families, 
it breeds violence, 
it creates a circle 
of grief that ruins 
communities”

Australian Prime Minister 

Time is money when you’re a business owner. The more efficient you are with your 
time, the more profitable your work and the more time you have to bring in new 
income. Though when you’re a small business owner who wears all the hats in your 
business and a mumpreneur balancing many roles, time is also sanity. The more effi-
cient you can be with your time, the less overwhelmed you feel and the more work/
life balance you can achieve. So here are five tips to help you boost your business effi-
ciency and work smarter not harder:

To make your marketing more efficient and your budget go 
further, focus your marketing efforts towards the people who 
are most likely to buy from you. By identifying your most 
profitable target markets you can determine what message 
to target them with and where, when and how to reach them.

As one person, you can only 
do so much in your busi-
ness, especially when you 
are juggling multiple roles 
at home and in business. So 
instead of trying to do eve-
rything yourself, focus on 
your key strengths and out-
source the rest to employ-
ees, freelancers, specialist 
organisations or alliances, 
depending on what suits 
your business model best.

Automate and systemise 
your business to be more 
efficient. Develop scripts, 
create templates of fre-
quently used documents, 
forms, quotes and emails, 
and write and schedule 
auto-responders, social 
media updates and blog 
posts. Constantly be look-
ing for ways to make tasks 
easier and more stream-
lined.

With laptops, smartphones, tablets and innovative programs 
and apps, running your business efficiently and on-the-go has 
never been easier.
From bookkeeping and billing to client relations and market-
ing campaign management, there are so many ways to use 
technology in your business to reduce the time you spend on 
tasks and make the time spent more productive.

Being informed financially is a key part of being efficient in 
business. When you know the financial position of your busi-
ness you make smarter business decisions and you are more 
strategic about how you use your resources.

(Smartcompany)

San Francisco

Facebook’s interest in 
China has led it to 

discretely create a photo-
sharing application released 
there without the social 
network’s brand being 
attached.

“We have long said that 
we are interested in China, 
and are spending time 
understanding and learning 
more about the country in 
different ways,” a Facebook 
representative said Friday in 
an email response to an AFP 
inquiry.

“Our focus right now is on 
helping Chinese businesses 
and developers expand to 
new markets outside China 
by using our ad platform.”

A source close to the 
matter confirmed a New 
York Times report on Friday 

that Facebook took the 
unusual step of creating an 
app called Colorful Balloons 
and releasing it through a 
local company with no hint 
that the social network was 
involved.

Colorful Balloons has 
features similar to Facebook’s 
Moments application.

Facebook has long been 
keen to find a way into 
mainland China, where the 
social network has been 
banned since 2009.

Google, YouTube, 
Instagram, and Facebook are 
among Silicon Valley stars 
not allowed to operate on 
China’s tightly controlled 
internet.

Facebook chief and 
co-founder Mark Zuckerberg 
has made high-profile visits 
to China and met with 

political leaders there, and is 
even studying Mandarin.

Colorful Balloons was 
released early this year 
through a separate Chinese 
company, according to 
the New York Times. It 
quoted someone close to the 
matter who did not want 
to be identified, citing the 
political sensitivity of the  
situation.

Facebook is interested in 
learning how apps win fans 
in China, without having a 
prominent company name 
associated with it. This 
could help explain the quiet 
approach.

Having a company 
in China distribute the 
application can be more 
efficient due to local business 
connections and familiarity 
with local rules. (AFP)

Facebook 
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fields 
China photo 
sharing app

Moscow

The Russian government 
has nominated former 

German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder, a close friend of 
President Vladimir Putin, to 
join the board of Rosneft, the 
energy giant under Western 
sanctions.

Schroeder was among seven 
nominees in a decree signed 
by Prime Minister Dmitri 

Medvedev published on the 
Russian government’s website 

late Friday. The names will 
go to a shareholders’ vote in 
late September in a move to 
increase Rosneft’s board from 
nine to 11.

Schroeder was nominated 
as a non-executive director of 
Rosneft, a company born out 
of Yukos, a state entity that 
later came under the control of 
government opponent Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky.
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