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The International Space Station is expected to get its first supercomputer next week. Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) said Friday that it will 
launch a supercomputer into space on the SpaceX Dragon spacecraft next Monday, as part of a joint experiment with the U.S. space agency NASA.

Spaceborne Computer
The system, called the 
Spaceborne Computer, 
is designed to last for 
a year, which the com-
pany said is roughly the 
amount of time it will 
take to travel to Mars. 

“A mission to Mars will require sophisticated onboard computing 
resources that are capable of extended periods of uptime. To meet 
these requirements, we need to improve technology’s viability in space 
in order to better ensure mission success. By sending a supercom-
puter to space, HPE is taking the first step in that direction.”

“A long communication lag would make any on-the-
ground exploration challenging and potentially dangerous 
if astronauts are met with any mission critical scenarios 
that they’re not able to solve themselves,” Andreoil said. 

Limited capabilities in space
Currently, many of the calculations need-
ed for space research projects are still 
done on Earth due to the limited comput-
ing capabilities in space, according to HPE. 

Time gap
While the current approach works for space exploration on the moon or 
in low Earth orbit, it would take up to 20 minutes for communications to 
reach Earth and then another 20 minutes for responses to reach astro-
nauts once they travel farther out and closer to Mars, it said.

Based on Apollo 40 class systems
The HPE Spaceborne Computer is based 
on the so-called Apollo 40 class systems, 
running an open-source Linux operat-
ing system, with a unique water-cooled 
enclosure, but has no hardware modifi-
cations, according to the company. 

NASA’s approval
Generally, in order for NASA to approve computers for space, the 
equipment needs to be “ruggedized,” or hardened to withstand the 
conditions in space. HPE’s system software will manage real time 
throttling of the computer systems based on current conditions and 
can mitigate environmentally induced errors. Without traditional 
ruggedizing, the system has passed at least 146 safety tests and 
certifications in order to be NASA-approved for space.

Fifteen students join KHCB 
internship programme
DT News Network
Manama

As part of its commitment 
to social responsibility, 

Khaleeji Commercial Bank 
(KHCB), one of the leading 
Islamic banks in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, has recently 
welcomed 15 students from 
local universities into its annual 
internship program which 
provides students with practical 
training opportunities, 
acquainting them with the 
activities and operations of the 
bank’s various departments.

This initiative reflects the 
bank’s interest in preparing the 
next generation of employees 
to engage in the Islamic 
banking sector, contributing 

to its development. The two-
month internship program 
provides students with the 
opportunity to learn about the 
Islamic banking system and 
the bank’s work environment 

by working closely with 
employees, gaining practical 
skills in addition to attending a 
number of educational lectures 
on the operation of different 
departments.

Tawfeeq Mohamed Bastaki, 
Acting CEO of KHCB, 
commented,  “We are delighted 
to welcome university students 
into our internship program, 
through which we aim to 

prepare them professionally 
before joining the labour 
market.  We at KHCB believe 
that training and continuous 
encouragement are the gateways 
to career professionalism and 

outstanding performance.”
He added: “ This program 

coincides with the bank’s social 
responsibility of supporting 
educational institutions 
by providing training 
opportunities to university 
students who are on the cusp 
of graduation, to play a key 
role in the qualification of a 
generation that contributes to 
the economic development of 
the Kingdom.”

Khaleeji Commercial Bank 
is an Islamic bank that provides 
comprehensive and diversified 
commercial banking 
services to individuals and 
institutions. The bank is listed 
on the Bahrain Bourse and is 
headquartered in Bahrain. 

BAB introduces BIBF to its members
The Bahrain Association of 

Banks (BAB) organised 
a seminar for its members to 
let them know more about 
the Courses, Professional 
Qualifications, and services 
that Bahrain institute 
banking finance (BIBF) 
offered the banking sectors. 
The Director General of the 
Institute, Dr. Ahmed Abdul 
Hamid Al-Sheikh delivered 
a presentation during the 
seminar.

The CEO of BAB, Dr. 
Wahid Al Qasim stressed 
the importance of (BIBF) in 
developing the financial and 

banking sector in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

“BIBF plays a vital role in the 
training and development of 
human capital in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain”, he said.

“The Banking Centre at 
BIBF plays a pivotal role in 

the development of human 
capital for the financial 
services sector in Bahrain and 
across the wider region”, he  
added.

BIBF excellence has 
strengthened its position as 
the top provider of quality 

education across all major 
business disciplines.

BIBF is maintaining a well-
trained and quality workforce 
to sustain the growth of 
the banking and financial 
services industry in the  
island. 

Norway has world’s fastest 
mobile internet: report
Oslo

According to Ookla, global 
provider of internet testing 

and analysis, Norway has the 
fastest mobile internet in the 
world, financial newspaper DN 
reported Friday. 

In only 13 months, Norway 
has jumped from 11th to 
1st place on the list of world 
best providers of fast internet 
connection, DN wrote. 

Ookla created the popular 
application Speedtest.net, 
where the users can measure 
the speed of their internet 
connection at any time. 

According to their statistics, 
the average internet connection 
speed of Norwegians’ mobile 
phones has increased by 69 
percent during the last year 
and has speed of 52.6 megabits 
per second. 

The development has 
been specially noticed after 
Telenor, a major operator in 
Norway, increased the speed 
on individual subscriptions last 
September. Telenor is one of 
the three operators in Norway 
that have built their own 
mobile networks which other 
operators are hiring. (Xinhua)

The interns posing for a group picture

Participants at the seminar organised by BAB


