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7 rescue workers 
killed in jihadist 
held Syria town

US urges Iraq Kurds 
to postpone vote

Kuwait arrests 12 over 
ties to Iran, Hezbollah

US denies Afghan air 
strike killed civilians

Baghdad

Washington has urged 
Iraqi Kurdish leader 

Massud Barzani to postpone 
an independence referendum 
scheduled for next month 
but he requested something 
in return, his office said 
yesterday.

The timing of the 
September 25 vote has 
drawn criticism from both 
the Baghdad and Western 
governments, coming as the 
campaign against the Islamic 
State jihadist group in Iraq if 
still unfinished.

In a telephone call on 
Friday, US Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson said 
Washington “would want 
for the referendum to be 
postponed and that the issues 
between the Kurdistan region 
and the federal government 
in Baghdad should be 

addressed through dialogue”, 
Barzani’s office said in an 
English-language statement.

The Kurdish leader 
responded that were it to 
be put off, “the people of 
the Kurdistan region would 
expect guarantees and 
alternatives for their future”.

Some Iraqi Kurdish 
officials have openly 
acknowledged that calling 
the referendum was intended 
as a bargaining counter in 
negotiations with Baghdad 
on other issues.

The Kurdish regional 
government’s representative 
in Iran, Nazem Dabbagh, said 
last month that the Kurds 
wanted Baghdad to meet their 
longstanding demand for 
plebiscites on incorporating 
other historically Kurdish-
majority areas in their 
autonomous region. - AFP

Kuwait City

Kuwaiti authorities on 
Saturday arrested 12 

convicted members of a 
“terrorist cell” with ties to 
Iran and Lebanon’s Shiite 
movement Hezbollah after a 
weeks-long manhunt. 

The interior ministry said 
the 12 had been captured in 
different areas across Kuwait. 
They had been on the run 
since their sentencing last 
month, while two other 
convicted Kuwaitis remained 
at large.

The supreme court in 
Kuwait, in June overturned 
an acquittal by an appeals 
court and convicted 21 

Shiites of forming a “terrorist 
cell” with ties to Iran and 
Hezbollah.

The cell had planned to 
launch attacks across the 
Gulf state, according to the 
court verdict. 

Kuwait has protested to 
Lebanon over the alleged 
training of the so-called 
“Abdali Cell” by Hezbollah, 
which has ministers in the 
Beirut government.

Last month, authorities 
expelled 15 Iranian diplomats 
and shut down the military, 
cultural and trade missions 
of the Iranian embassy over 
Tehran’s backing of the 
“terrorist cell”. - AFP

Kabul

The United States 
yesterday vehemently 

denied claims by Afghan 
officials that it had killed 
several civilians in an air 
strike in volatile eastern 
Afghanistan.

Afghan officials had 
said 11 civilians, including 
several women and children, 
were killed when a private 
vehicle was struck in Haska 
Mina district of Nangarhar 
province, a hotbed  of  
Islamic State activity, on 
Thursday.

But United States 
Forces-Afghanistan said 
in a statement the air 

strike “killed a number of 
militants”.

“The militants were 
observed loading weapons 
in to a vehicle and were 
under surveillance until 
the vehicle was destroyed 
by an airstrike,” said Bob 
Purtiman, a spokesman for 
American operations in 
Afghanistan. 

“The strike was conducted 
in the middle of open terrain. 
There was zero chance of 
civilian casualties.

“This was the second false 
claim of civilian casualties 
in the same district in the 
last three weeks,” Purtiman 
added. - AFP

Beirut

Unidentified assailants shot 
dead seven members of 

Syria’s White Helmets rescue 
service early yesterday during a 
raid on their base in a jihadist-
held northwestern town, the 
group said.

The attackers struck in 
Sarmin, nine kilometres 
(six miles) east of the city of 
Idlib, that is controlled by the 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham jihadist 
alliance.

“The civil defence centre 
in Sarmin was the target of 
an armed attack by unknown 
assailants in which seven 
volunteers were killed,” 
the White Helmets said in 
statement.

“Two minibuses, some white 
helmets and walkie-talkies 
were stolen.”

It was not immediately clear 
whether the motives for the 
raid were political or purely 
criminal.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
denounced what it called an 
“ugly crime” and vowed to 
track down the perpetrators 
and bring them to account.

The jihadist group said 
the attack was aimed at 
“undermining our revolution”, 
adding that it stood ready to 

protect the White Helmets 
in “liberated areas” of  
Syria.

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said the seven 
volunteers had all been killed 
by bullets to the head.

“Colleagues came in the 
morning for the change of 
shift and found them dead,” its 

director, Rami Abdel Rahman, 
said.

The White Helmets emerged 
in 2013, working to rescue 
civilians in rebel-held areas.

They have since gained 
international renown for their 
daring rescues, often filmed 
and circulated on social media, 
and were nominated for the 

2016 Nobel Peace Prize.
Although they work 

exclusively in rebel-held areas, 
they insist they are non-
partisan. Their detractors, 
including President Bashar 
al-Assad’s government 
and his ally Russia, accuse 
them of being tools of their 
international donors. - AFP

Much-loved Kuwaiti actor 
Abdulrida dies at 78
Dubai

Kuwaiti actor, playwright 
and  comedian 

Abdulhussain Abdulrida has 
died at the age of 78 after a 
career spanning decades that 
made him a household name 
across the Gulf. 

State news agency KUNA 
said Abdulrida, who had 
heart surgery in 2015, died of 
natural causes on Friday in 
London where he had been in 
an intensive care unit for two 
days.

The seventh of 14 children, 
Abdulrida was born and raised 
in Kuwait and rose to stardom 
through his satirical television 
and theatre work, largely 
critical of Arab and global 
politics.

Throughout a career 

launched in the 1960s and 
which stretched to May 
2017, Abdulrida tackled 
issues including mass Arab 
emigration, the rise of political 
Islam and the plight of stateless 
people in the region.

Abdulhussain also penned, 
and sang, the tune “Mister 
Bush” in the early 1990s, 
dedicated to former US 
president George Bush after 
the Gulf War triggered by 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Social media users from 
Saudi Arabia to Qatar took 
to Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook to mourn the loss of 
Abdulrida. 

“Rough morning. Emotions 
running low. A mourning 
nation. Abdulhussain 
Abdulrida is no longer here 
with us,” read one tweet from 
Kuwait.

“May he rest in peace. 
Today we lost a piece of 
Kuwait,” an Instagram user 
posted alongside a picture 
of the national obituary for 
Abdulrida. 

In May, Abdulrida had 
appeared in the massively 
popular “Selfie”, a television 
special that airs across the Gulf 
during the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan. -AFP

Members of the Syrian civil defence volunteers, also known as the White Helmets, bury 
their fellow comrades during a funeral in Sarmin, a jihadist-held town nine kilometres 
east of Syria’s northwestern city of Idlib
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