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Abu Dhabi

Four soldiers from the 
United Arab Emirates 

were killed when their 
helicopter crashed during 
a mission in Yemen, the 
UAE military confirmed 
yesterday.

The Saudi-led coalition 
supporting the Yemeni 
government against Shiite 
rebels had initially reported 
on Friday evening that the 
pilot had been forced to 

make an emergency landing 
“resulting in minor injuries 
to the crew”.

The four soldiers died 
when the helicopter crashed 
in the southern province 
of Shabwa following a 
technical problem, the UAE 
military said in statement 
carried by the country’s 
official  WAM  news  
agency.

Earlier this month, UAE-
trained Yemeni special 

forces backed by the United 
States launched a major 
operation against Al-Qaeda 
in Shabwa, driving it out of 
most of the province.

The jihadists are thought 
to have moved farther south 
into neighbouring Abyan 
province.

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula, seen by the 
US as the network’s most 
dangerous branch, has 
exploited years of conflict 

between the government 
and the rebels to expand 
its presence in Yemen, 
particularly in southern 
provinces. 

The UAE is a key 
component of the Saudi-led 
coalition which intervened 
in Yemen in 2015, when 
President Abedrabbo 
Mansour Hadi fled into exile 
as the rebels threatened to 
overrun his  last stronghold.  
(AFP)
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Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, His 

Royal Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and First 
Deputy Premier sent a cable of 
condolences to the President of 

the United Arab Emirates Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
on the martyrdom of four UAE 
soldiers.

Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives, Ahmed bin 
Ibrahim Al-Mulla, has also 
offered condolences to the 
Speaker of the UAE Federal 
National Council, Amal bint 
Abdulla Al-Qubaisi.

Bahrain condoles with UAE

Alexandria

The death toll from Egypt’s 
latest train disaster rose to 

41 yesterday as two drivers were 
questioned and cranes worked 
to clear the stricken railway 
line between Cairo and the 
Mediterranean city of Alexandria.

The drivers of the two trains 
that collided on Friday have 
been held for questioning and 
four railway officials suspended 
pending the results of a probe into 
its causes, Transportation Minister 
Hisham Arafat told an Egyptian 
broadcaster.

Under floodlights, rescue teams 
had combed wrecked carriages all 
night for casualties.

Transport ministry officials, 
quoted on state television, have 
said the crash in farmland on 
the outskirts of Alexandria was 
probably caused by a malfunction 
in one train that brought it to a 
halt.

The other train then crashed 
into it.

Arafat had told reporters at the 
scene of the accident that it was 
not yet clear why the train had 
stopped, but suggested old traffic 
signals were to blame.

“We have a big problem we had 

already announced, which is old 
traffic signals. We are completely 
overhauling them. This section 
here is being developed,” he said.

An injured passenger who was 
on the stationary train said its 
departure had been delayed and 
that it kept stopping en route.(AFP)

Egypt train crash toll hits 41 as drivers questioned
Cairo

Egypt has launched an on-the-
spot technical railway check after 

the deadly train crash, the general 
prosecution office said in a statement on  
Saturday. 

Egypt’s top prosecutor assigned a 
military engineering body to perform an 
on-the-spot technical railway check after 
the deadly train crash. 

The top prosecutor ordered formation 
of a seven-member committee from the 
Armed Forces Engineering Authority and 

the consultation office of the Military 
Technical College to issue a report on 
Friday’s two-train collision. 

The committee will also include 
two members from the country’s anti-
corruption Administrative Control 
Authority. 

“The committee’s mission is to examine 
the crash scene and technically check the 
soundness of the railroad and the traffic 
light signals and semaphores based on the 
standards regulated for railway operation,” 
said the statement. (Xinhua)

Egypt launches railroad technical check

Manama

His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa 

Al Khalifa, His Royal 
Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa and His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Premier sent 
a cable of condolences to 
the Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on the 
victims of the train crash in 

Alexandria.
Speaker of the Council 

of Representatives, Ahmed 
bin Ibrahim Al-Mulla, has 
also offered condolences to 
the Egyptian Ambassador 
to Bahrain, Suha Ibrahim 
Mohammed Rifaat.
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This combo photo 
purportedly shows 
the aftermath of a 
UAE copter crash in 
Yemen’s Shabwah 
province


