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Faces spate of queries on repercussions of subsidies cut 

SUBSIDY ISSUE: PANEL 
SCRABBLES FOR FINE DATA
Muhammad Azam/DTNN
Manama

Due to lack of proper 
data, the Parliamentary 

committee is unable to take a 
final decision on the subsidies 
issue.

According to a reliable 
source, Parliamentary 
committee has been 
conducting frequent meetings 
on the issue and is quite serious 
to complete the report at the 
earliest. But they are unable 
to do so as they do not have 
the necessary information on 
the subject to make such an 
important decision, which 
is going to affect more than 
half-a-million expatriates in 
Bahrain.

For instance, they do not 
have the means to know how 
the subsidies cut will affect the 
expatriates and the Bahrain 
economy in the long run. 
They face a few questions: Up 
to what level the consumer 
prices can get raise after 
the implementation of the 
decision? Will the working 
class be able to maintain their 

budgets afterwards or will they 
be bound to push for the hike 
in wages? If they push for the 
raise, what impact it will leave 
on the competitiveness of the 
companies? Will the decision 
affect the Bahrainis as well, if 
yes, how much? 

To these critical queries, 
the committee is not finding 
comprehensive data to arrive 
at a reasonable conclusion.

After the decision of the 
joint government - 
parliamentary committee 
that the subsidies support 
would remain for the 
Bahrainis only, the 
biggest question popped 
up: “How to redirect the 
benefits of the subsidies to 

the Bahrainis only?”
The Deputy Prime 

Minister, who headed 
the meeting, had then 
said that the government 
was not responsible 
for the non-Bahrainis 
and keeping in view the 
limited resources of the 
country they had decided 
to limit the subsidies to 

the Bahrainis only.
MP and Head of Public 

Utilities and Environment 
Committee Jamal Dawood had 
told DT News that their main 
focus was to ensure how the 
Bahrainis were least affected by 
the price hike after the lifting 
of subsidies.   

According to the decision, 
first the subsidies on electricity 
and water will go and then will 
come the turn of meat while 

the subsidies on petroleum 
commodities will be removed 
gradually.

T h e  C h a i r m a n 
Parliamentary Committee 
on Financial and Economic 
Affairs Isa Al Kooheji had 
earlier told that sooner or later 
Bahrain was definitely going 
to be a subsidy free country 
and at one point of time there 
would be no subsidy in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Jamal Dawood said that their 
main focus was to ensure how 

the Bahrainis were least affect-
ed by the price hike after the 

lifting of subsidies 
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The Health authorities 
yesterday declared 

Bahrain free of Middle 
East respiratory syndrome 
(MERS).

“A total of 1356 have been 
examined, but they all tested 
negative since the viral 
respiratory disease broke 
out”, said Health Ministry 
Public Health director Dr. 
Mariam Al Hajeri. 

She cited the case of 
Bahraini woman who 
recently came back after 
performing the Umrah and 
was suffering from acute 
respiratory problems. The 
young woman, who was first 
suspected of contracting 

the virus, was examined by 
doctors who declared her 
free of the viral coronavirus 
disease (MERS ) .
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