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Robots take to the slopes
Dunnae, South Korea 

While Alpine skiers 
fought high winds at 

the Pyeongchang Games on 
Monday, there were no such 
problems for robots competing 
in their own “Olympics” ski 

challenge.
Robots of all shapes and 

sizes skied, and in some cases 
tumbled, down a course at the 
Welli Hilli ski resort, an hour’s 
drive west of Pyeongchang.

Eight robotics teams from 

universities, institutes and a 
private company competed 
for a $10,000 prize in the Ski 
Robot Challenge.

“I heard the Alpine skiing 
has been postponed again due 
to wind conditions. That’s 
a pity,” said Lee Sok-min, 
a member of the winning 
TAEKWAN-V team.

“Robots are doing fine 
here,” he said.

The teams had to meet 
specific requirements for 
entering a ski-bot.

It had to be more than 
50cm in height, stand on two 
“legs” with joints resembling 
elbows and knees, have an 
independent power system 
and use skis and poles.

The robots were equipped 
with camera sensors to detect 
the blue and red flagpoles in 
their path and turn as they 
raced down a beginner’s hill.

“I‘m amazed that the robots 
recognize the flags as they 
can ski down while avoiding 
them,” said 12-year-old 
spectator Son Ki-ryong.

Teams were awarded points 
for the number of flagpoles 
avoided and the fastest time to 
the finish line.

Organizers said they held 
the challenge to promote South 
Korea’s robotic technology 
during the Olympics.

“I think in the future robots 
will have their own Winter 
Games on the sidelines of the 
Olympics held by humans,” 
said organizer Kim Dong-uk. 
(Reuters) 

Obamas’ official portraits expand beyond usual format
Washington

Barack Obama tried to 
negotiate less grey hair, he 

recalled, but Kehinde Wiley’s 
“artistic integrity” would not 
allow it. He tried to negotiate 
smaller ears but “struck out on 
that as well”. There was one 
area of concession, however: 
Wiley’s impulse to depict 
Obama on a throne, holding a 
sceptre or perhaps even riding 
a horse. “I had to explain 
that I’ve got enough political 
problems without you making 
me look like Napoleon!”

The result was a vivid 
official portrait that shows 
the 44th president sitting in a 
suit, without a tie, floating in 
vegetation and flowers. Obama 
was on hand to unveil it on 
Monday at the Smithsonian 
National Portrait Gallery 
in Washington, where the 
America’s presidents section 
was previously an exclusive 
club for white people painted 
by white people.

“How about that?” said 
Obama, after he and Wiley 

pulled down a black cloth to 
reveal the 84in-high canvas, 
watched by an audience that 
included former vice-president 
Joe Biden and donor Steven 
Spielberg, the Hollywood 

director. “That’s pretty sharp.”
The ceremony also 

witnessed the unveiling of a 
portrait of former first lady 
Michelle Obama, by Amy 
Sherald, whom the former 

president praised for capturing 
his wife’s “hotness”. Both 
portraits – produced after two 
sittings each – have sombre 
expressions, perhaps not 
entirely inappropriate in the 

era of Donald Trump. 
The National Portrait 

Gallery began commissioning 
portraits of the president with 
George H W Bush in 1994 and 
added commissions of the first 
lady, beginning with Hillary 
Clinton, in 2006. Wiley and 
Sherald are the first African 
American artists selected. They 
were chosen from candidates 
interviewed by the Obamas at 
the White House, where the 
first couple often hung works 
by African American artists.

Wiley is a Los Angeles-
born (in 1977), New York-

based artist best known for his 
vibrant, large-scale paintings 
of African Americans. He 
typically portrays people of 
colour posing as famous figures 
in western art, challenging 
the white-dominated western 
canon. Some of the flowers in 
the background of his Obama 
portrait carry special meaning: 
the chrysanthemums reference 
the official flower of Chicago; 
the jasmine evokes Hawaii, 
where he spent the majority 
of his childhood; the African 
blue lilies stand in for his late 
Kenyan father. (theguardian)

The pictures, by Kehinde 
Wiley and Amy Sherald, are 
vivid depictions by African 
American artists and will 
hang at the Smithsonian

Former U.S. president Barack Obama and former 
first lady Michelle Obama stand next to the portraits

Robots take part in the Ski Robot Challenge A robot skis during practice

Robot Rudolph take part in the Ski Robot Challenge at a ski resort in Hoenseong, South Korea


