
Lexus wasted no time showing the auto industry what the future of crosso-
ver vehicles could be with the unveiling of the LF-1 Limitless crossover 
concept at the 2018 North American International Auto Show.
The design offers customers the look and appearance of a powerful SUV 
with the handling capabilities of a smaller vehicle. But it also features the 
luxury options and interiors that Lexus fans have come to know.

The door handles on the driver and passenger side are hidden until the 
driver approaches the vehicle, while the handles for the read doors are hidden 
inside the glass in order to maintain the look of a coupe.

The eye-catching Concept-i vehicle provided a 
more extreme view of the distant future, when vehi-
cles will be equipped with artificial intelligence (AI).
Meant to anticipate people’s needs and improve 
their quality of life, Concept-i is all about com-
municating with the driver and occupants. An AI 
agent named Yui uses light, sound, and even touch, 
instead of traditional screens, to communicate infor-
mation. Colored lights in the footwells, for example, 
indicate whether the vehicle is an autonomous or 
manual drive; projectors in the rear deck project 
outside views onto the seat pillar to warn drivers 
about potential blindspots, and a next-generation 
heads-up display keeps the driver’s eyes and atten-
tion on the road.

A l o n g 
with all 
the new production 
vehicles introduced at the North 
American International Auto Show every 
year, automakers from around the world 
unveil futuristic concept vehicles with inno-
vative features and advanced technologies.
The concept cars sometimes get introduced 
as production vehicles in following years. 
Here’s a look at the concepts revealed at 
the 2018 Detroit auto show.
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McLaren, or more specifically the McLaren Special 

Operations (MSO) unit has created 10 bespoke new 
models designated MSO X, with all of the cars being 
commissioned by one of the Woking manufacturer’s main 
dealers in Newport Beach, California.

Each of the 10 MSO X models have been inspired by the 
McLaren 570S GT4 racing car but have each been modified 
for road use. With the addition of the GT4-spec rear wing 
providing 100kg of extra downforce, the 204mph top speed 
of the standard 570S won’t be achievable by the MSO X 
cars, but the 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 engine still 
serves up 562bhp.  (autoexpress)

Following the unveiling of the Lamborghini Urus in early 
December, the Italian marque has been taking the super 

SUV around the world and showing it off to customers and 
the press. Most recently, a pair touched down in London, 

one painted in a dark shade of blue and the other in a 
flamboyant yellow. Lamborghini has lofty goals 

for the Urus. Not only does it plan to snag 
a Nurburgring SUV record but also 

expects the Urus to double 
its annual sales. 

(carscoops)

Urus touches down in London McLaren launches MSO X

Mustang Bullitt

Ford presented the original 1968 
Mustang GT fastback that Steve 
McQueen drove in the Bullitt movie. 
Ford is bringing back a classic with the 
new 2019 Mustang Bullitt revealed at 
the 2018 North American International 
Auto Show at Cobo Center in Detroit

GAC Enverge

Lexus LF-1 Limitless concept

Infiniti Q Inspiration

Chinese automaker GAC Motor in 2018 contin-
ued its streak of bringing whimsy to the Detroit 
auto show.
In 2017, GAC brought a green concept car with 
a Bonsai tree incorporated into the console. In 
2015, the company unveiled a vehicle with a 
stocked fish tank as its armrest.
And in 2018, it was an all-electric Enverge concept 
car with a retractable light mounted on the front 
that can be detached and used as a flood light, 
or as “a torch during an expedition in the 
wildness,” as GAC Motor Vice 
President of Engineering 
Zhang Fan put it.

Infiniti is celebrating its 29th birthday at the North American 
International Auto Show by showing off the Q Inspiration, a 
sleek mid-sized concept car whose minimalist lines and inte-
rior are loaded with futuristic self-driving technologies and 
state-of-the-art powertrains.
But mindful of the current market in which crossover SUVs are 
overtaking sedans in popularity, Infiniti also put its new mid-

sized luxury SUV, the QX50, 
front and centre at its 

Cobo Center dis-
play.

If you’re wondering what the future will bring to vehicle interiors, it’s 
best to examine Nissan’s Xmotion concept SUV.
The Xmotion, which is said to combine Japanese aesthetics with SUV 
styling, includes seven digital screens. Three main displays join left- 
and right-side screens across the instrument panel. There’s also a “digi-
tal room mirror” in the ceiling and centre console display. Moreover, the 
displays can be controlled by gestures and even eye motions, enabling 
drivers to focus on the task of driving. (mlive/ designnews)
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