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Bahrain International 
Garden Show (BIGS) will 

be inaugurated on Feb 21, it 
was announced yesterday.

The show will be open to the 
public from 22-25 February at 
the Bahrain International 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (BIECC). 

BIGS will be held under the 
patronage of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and 
with continued support from 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sabeeka Bint Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty 
the King and president of 
the consultative council for 
the National Initiative for 
Agricultural Development 
(NIAD).

At a press conference, held 
by NIAD yesterday at BIECC, 
Shaikha Maram Bint Isa Al 
Khalifa, Secretary-General of 
NIAD, said that the show will 
continue to showcase a wide 
range of agricultural services 
and technologies that play a 
major role in the development 
and sustainability of the 
agricultural sector in the 
Kingdom.

“This year’s show will focus 
on good agricultural practices 

and standards that ensure 
safety and security of food 
and agricultural workers, 
based on international 
standards. To achieve 
this, the theme   ‘Food 
Safety and Human 
Health’ was chosen 
for this year’s edition 
where a full display 
will be dedicated to 
pre and post-harvest 
procedures which affect 
the quality of agricultural 
products,   as well as good 
agricultural practices (GAP), 
which are vital to ensure food 
safety and environmental 
sustainability. “

In the same pavilion, 
there will be two areas 
allocated to official bodies 
that monitor food safety in 
Bahrain: the Food Safety and 
Quality Control Unit under 
the Agriculture and Marine 
Resources Authority, and 
the Food Control and Food 
Analysis Laboratory section 
of the Ministry of Health’s 
Public Health Directorate.  
In addition, the Abu Dhabi 
Food Control Authority 
will participate at the show 
to present their efforts in 
ensuring food safety in the 
United Arab Emirates.

Throughout the three 
days of the show, NIAD will 
organise workshops on the 
quality and taste of food to 
ensure human health and 
safety. The workshops will be 
conducted in collaboration 
with four Greek companies, 
specialised in producing 
organic food. The participating 
companies are Terra Creta, 
specialized in producing 
organic olive oil, Stathakis 
company, specialized in 
producing premium quality 
natural honey, Tofillo 
company, specialized in 
producing natural herbs, and 
Avoel company, specialized in 
avocado-based products. The 

workshops aim at introducing 
participants - cooks and food 
distributors - with a variety of 
organic and natural products 
to form new partnerships 
between Bahrain and Greece. 

It’s expected that more than 
155 exhibitors will showcase 
their designs, products, 
technologies, and innovations 
over an area of 7000 square 
meters. 

This year’s exhibition will 
feature a large number of 
agricultural companies from 
all around the world such as 
France, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Greece, the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Japan, India, 

China, Indonesia, Turkey 
and Mali. Regional and Arab 
countries such as the United 
Arab Emirates, the Kingdom 
of Morocco, the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, and the 
Syrian Arab Republic, will 
enrich their pavilions with the 
latest innovations, designs and 
agricultural technologies and 
applications, and showcase 
their successful experiences in 
this field.

The exhibition will feature 
14 Bahraini farmers, selected 
by draw lot, to showcase their 
local products in order to 
encourage farmers, support 
the local produce and create 
different marketing outlets for 

them. 
The ‘Khlasi Garden’ 

pavilion will also be at the show 
this year. It will include many 
activities, from recreational 
games to educational 
workshops about food safety, 
to raise children’s awareness 
of healthy and safe food and 
create a healthy generation, 
physically and intellectually. 

Zahra Abdulmalik, 
president of the Bahrain 
Garden Club, spoke at the 
press conference about the 
organisation of the annual 
Flower and Vegetable 
competitions, including 
home and school gardens; 
various categories for flower 
arrangements; the open 
competition for locally grown 
flowers, vegetables and 
experimental plants; and the 
photography competition.

“We look forward to 
welcoming the public to 
the Bahrain International 
Garden Show to benefit from 
the knowledge, experiences, 
educational, economic and 
commercial initiatives that 
contribute to the improvement 
and sustainability of 
agriculture in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain”, Shaikha Maram 
said.
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Khalifa Bin Salman 
Port (KBSP) yesterday 

announced its performance 
statistics for the year 2017 
reporting continued positive 
growth in container volume 
and general cargo, reflecting 
Bahrain’s strong economic and 
trade performance.

The results were revealed 
during a joint media 
briefing hosted by Ministry 
of Transportation and 
Telecommunications’ Port and 
Maritime Affairs (PMA) and 
APM Terminals Bahrain. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sunil Joseph, Chief 
Commercial Officer of APM 
Terminals Bahrain told 
reporters that KBSP, operated 

by APM Terminals Bahrain, 
has witnessed container 
volume growth by a CAGR of 
10 per cent between 2009 – 
2017. 

The port has also recorded 
an impressive 7pc growth in 
container volume in 2017, with 
an additional 21pc spike in 
general cargo with a positive 

outlook estimated for 2018. 
The CCO attributed majority 

of this volume to gateway cargo 
with the KBSP currently also 
handling two deep-sea services; 
The Ocean Alliance MEA3 & 
MSC Cheetah Servics

The port also operates a 
passenger terminal thereby 
directly contributing to 

developing the tourism sector 
in the Kingdom. The port 
witnessed a 3pc growth in 
cruise vessel calls and a 23pc 
increase in passenger flows last 
year,” Sunil added. 

“The growth volumes 
speak for themselves and I’m 
happy that our joint efforts 
have succeeded in achieving 

our common goals,” added 
Hassan Ali AlMajed, MTT 
Undersecretary for Port and 
Maritime Affairs (PMA). 

He also told the Press 
Conference that PMA is 
working on introducing a 
new maritime law and are 
also “working on deepening 
Bahrain’s channel to allow 
the third generation container 
vessels to access the port.”

When asked about future 
plans, he told reporters that 
APM Terminals Bahrain will 
be actively working on offering 
a range of transport and 
logistical solutions or value-
added services to its customers 
in Bahrain. 

“This year, with customer 
centricity as one of the key 
focus areas for KBSP, APM 
Terminals Bahrain will be 
actively working on offering 

a range of transport and 
logistical solutions or value-
added services to its customers 
in Bahrain. 

“Additionally, the port is 
also working on launching a 
dedicated IT self-service portal 
that will allow customers 
to track shipments, book 
appointments and make 
payments online. In 2018 APM 
Terminals Bahrain will be 
moving ahead with its drive to 
attract increased transhipment 
volumes to targeted countries 
in the Northern Gulf,” 
added  Hassan Ali AlMajed

Speaking at the briefing, 
Mark Hardiman, CEO of APM 
Terminals Bahrain said, “As we 
strive towards achieving further 
growth in KBSP our focus is to 
increase the service offerings 
to our landside customers as a 
port integrator of choice.
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