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School goofs up 
Grade 11 exam

Students will have to re-take Grade 11 biology and 
business studies exam on 25th this month

DT News Network
news@dt.bh

Students following Indian 
curriculum here will have 

to sit for their Grade 11 
biology and business studies 
exam again. 

The reason: a major 
blunder made by one of 
the schools in the Kingdom 
forced authorities to cancel 
the papers. 

Their preparations were 
thrown into chaos after a 
school, reportedly leaked 
question paper on biology and 
business studies, without any 
deliberate effort, by holding 

examination on the subject a 
day early than others. 

The result: Students will 
have to take the exam again. 
This time on an agreed date 
by all the schools, i.e. on 25th 
this month. 

The incident came to public 
notice when students started 
sharing the leaked question 
papers in their grade 11 
biology and business studies 
exams. This lead to a shocking 
finding that students of New 
Indian School sat for their 
biology exam on Saturday 
giving heads-up to Indian 
School Bahrain (ISB), Al Noor 

International School, Ibn 
Al Haytham Islamic School 
and New Millennium School 
students, who wrote the same 
exam, a day after, on Sunday. 

According to our sources, 
the question paper was leaked 
to the students by private 
tutors.

The issue was discussed 
yesterday by Principals and 
officials from schools, who 
reached a consensus to hold 
the exam again. 

Speaking to DT News, Dr 
Deepa Talwar, on behalf of 
the committee, said 25th was 
the agreed date for the re-sit. 

“The students will have to 
re-sit for the exam, as this is 
the standard course of action 
in such situations,” she said. 

Elaborating what led to 
the blunder, she said, “One 
of the schools was at fault 
in this happening. However, 
we have discussed ways to 
prevent such incidents in the 
future. We have to respect 
the sanctity of examinations, 
we are taking it seriously,” 
she said.

“We have informed the 
Ministry of Education and 
have their support for this,” 
she added.

17, 000 books withdrawn from 
public schools over typing error
DT News Network
news@dt.bh

Education Ministry recently 
withdrew  17,000 books 

from public schools over a 
typo that resurrected a historic 
dispute over the name of the 
Gulf.

The English language books 
for the third grade, recalled 
by the ministry, wrongly 
mentioned the ‘Arabian Gulf’ 
as the ‘Persian Gulf’ in one of 
the maps.

Embarrassed by the mistake, 
which drew criticism from 
netizens all over Bahrain and 
the GCC, the Ministry’s Public 
Relations and Information 
Director Dr Fawaz Al Shurooqi 
issued a statement yesterday 
clarifying that the mistake was 
the responsibility of a foreign 
company in charge of printing.

The mistake, Dr Al Shurooqi 
said, was caused by the agency 
which used a different map 
instead of the map supplied by 
the Ministry. 

“The competent authorities 
in the ministry handed over 
appropriate materials and 
maps for inclusion in the book, 
including a map of the Arabian 
Gulf.

“But when the books were 
printed, the company used 
a map with the phrase the 
Persian Gulf written on it in a 
tiny font. 

“The difference was noticed 
while distributing the books to 
students and the ministry has 
taken necessary measures in 
this regard,” confirmed Dr Al 
Shurooqi. 

“The company has offered 
its apology for the error and 
its representative visited 
the ministry and personally 
offered an apology. The 
ministry charged it with the 
cost of reprinting 17,000 
copies of the book after 
correcting the mistake. The 
new books were already 
distributed to schools,” the 
official added.

Social media outcry 
over parking space 
closure in Isa Town
DT News Network
news@dt.bh

The decision to implement 
parking fee for residents in 

one of the government-owned 
housing projects in Isa Town 
has created a wave of outcry 
among Bahrainis on social 
media recently. This came as 
a video apparently taken by 
a Bahraini resident of the 
housing project in Block 801 
in Isa Town went viral online.

The footage shows parking 
spaces in the buildings, 
commonly known as the old 
Isa Town apartments, closed 
with metal barriers.

The person filming also 
claims in the video that the 
parking areas were closed by 
Eskan Bank and has requested 
the residents to pay a fee.

“We are the residents of the 
old Isa Town apartments. We 
were recently surprised that 
Housing Ministry and Eskan 
Bank closed the parking spaces 
of our buildings with metal 
barriers. They informed us 
that we should pay fees. Why 
should citizens have to pay?” 
the man behind the camera can 
be heard saying. 

Bank refutes allegations 
After the video went viral, 
Eskan Bank issued a statement 
refuting the allegations.  The 
bank, which works under the 
umbrella of Housing Ministry 
and offers housing mortgages 
to citizens, said, “Facts were 
ignored to falsify the reality”.

A statement issued by the 
Bank points out that some 

of the residents in the area 
are exploiting the parking 
lots, allocated originally for 
apartments there, by blocking 
it with tin walls. 

These spaces, the bank 
statement claimed, were then 
utilised by people for repairing 
automobiles. 

The current decision to set 
up a small fee, the statement 
said, was part of the decision 
of the Ministerial Committee 
for Reconstruction and 
Infrastructure to constructing 
shaded parking spaces for 
residents in Block 801 in Isa 
Town. Eskan Bank said it has 
prepared a comprehensive 
plan which would benefit 188 
residents. 

The Bank revealed it has set 
up “a special budget for the 
project and has set a symbolic 
amount as a compensation fee 
to cover a small portion of the 
cost.”

The bank also confirmed 
that it had notified the tenants 
about the BD5 monthly fees. 
Out of the 188 tenants, only 
30 completed the registration 
to benefit from the shaded 
parking spaces.

“The bank handed over the 
spaces to eligible beneficiaries 
and closed the remaining ones, 
in a bid to forbid unlawful use. 
Some tenants sabotaged the 
newly shaded parking spots and 
removed the barriers recently, 
even though un-shaded 
public parking spots are 
available in the surroundings 
of the buildings,” the bank  
said. 

Kanoo Group 
Chairman 
Mubarak
Jassim Kanoo 
passes away

DT News Network
news@dt.bh

Well-known businessman 
and Chairman of Yusuf 

bin Ahmed Kanoo Group 
(YBA), Mubarak Jassim 
Kanoo, passed away, at the age 
of 88, early morning yesterday 
after a long battle with illness. 
He breathed his last at a private 
hospital in Abu Dhabi. 

Businessmen from all over 
the world are expected to 
attend the funeral which will 
be held tomorrow after dhuhr 
prayers at Manama Cemetery. 

 “It is with sadness that we 

announce Yusuf bin Ahmed 
Kanoo Group Chairman 
Mubarak Jassim Kanoo passed 
away early this morning,” 
Kanoo Group said in an official 
statement. 

 Mubarak Jassim Kanoo will 
always be remembered for his 
pivotal role in helping to shape 
the economy of Bahrain. Born 
in Bahrain in 1930, Kanoo was 
a well-known name among the 
business elite in Bahrain and 
has played a significant role 
in growing Kanoo Group over 
the years.

His leadership turned YBA 

into one of the most prestigious 
family institutions in the Gulf 
and Arab countries. 

In 1951, he took over the 
family’s travel business, which 
had just three employees at the 
time. Today the YBA group 
has over 4,000 employees. 
Regionally Kanoo Group has 
operations in Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, the U.A.E., Oman and 
Egypt. 

In 1984, Kanoo’s role in 
strengthening commercial 
relations with Britain was 
recognised by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, and 

received the Honorary Knight 
Commander of the British 
Empire.

Kanoo was active in social 
and charity fields in Bahrain 
and headed the Bahrain Charity 
Society and Bahrain Kidney 
Patients Friendship Society. He 
also built several mosques in 
Muharraq, Manama and Hidd. 

Condolences will be 
accepted for men until 
Thursday at Kanoo Majlis in 
Mahooz and for women at late 
Hamad Kanoo’s home at Villa 
1328, Road 3429, Block 334 in 
Mahooz.”(Agencies)


