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Bahrain Authority for 
Culture and Antiquities 

on Wednesday will stage a 
musical celebration to mark 
the National Action Charter 
anniversary. 

The celebration will be 
held at the Cultural Hall and 
will include a collection of 
national songs and musical 
pieces to be performed by 
Bahraini singers and Bahrain 
Musical Band. 

BACA to celebrate 
National Action 
Charter anniversary
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Mubarak
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Prime Minister HRH Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 

yesterday gave directives to 
encourage specialised exhibitions 
and events which would attract 
more industrial investments to 
the country and promote and 
market Bahrain’s industrial 
products, regionally and  
internationally. 

This came as HRH the Premier 
chaired the regular weekly 
Cabinet session, in the presence 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and First 
Deputy Premier, at the Gudaibiya 

Palace, yesterday. Speaking on 
the occasion, HRH the Premier 
expressed his satisfaction on the 
events and festivals held in the 
Kingdom during the first half of 
this year. “This reflects the success 
of government’s policy to diversify 
sources of income and boost the 
non-oil sector,” the Prime Minister 
told the Cabinet. 

The Cabinet also praised the 
massive success of the Bahrain 
Shopping Festival which produced 
a remarkable increase both in terms 
of participation and revenues when 
compared to prior year’s edition, 
said Cabinet Secretary-General, 
Dr Yasser bin Isa Al-Nasser, 
in a statement, following the  
session. (Continued on Page 2)

‘Promote Bahrain’s 
industrial products’

HRH PM chairs weekly Cabinet session at Gudaibiya Palace 
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Making Bahrain the fastest growing 
economy in the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC), the Kingdom’s non-oil 
sector accelerated to a record growth 
clocking 4.8 per cent pace in the first 
nine-months of 2017. 

This growth, according to the 
latest EDB report, is “encouragingly” 
almost entirely driven by the private  
sector. 

Hotels and Restaurants, Social and 
Personal Services, Transportation and 
Communications, and Financial Services 
all expanded more than 6pc year-on-year 

real growth during the first three quarters 
of 2017.

“All of this points to the continued 
strong progress of economic 
diversification in an economy where 
the non-oil sector collectively already 
generate more than 80pc of GDP,” said 
Dr Jarmo Kotilaine, Chief Economic 
Advisor of the Bahrain EDB, in the report. 

During 2017 as a whole, non-oil 
growth is expected to exceed the 4.0pc 
pace recorded in 2016, according to the 
Bahrain Economic Quarterly published 
by the Bahrain Economic Development 
Board (EDB). (Continued on page 2)

Bahrain fastest 
growing 
economy in 
ME: EDB
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