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Fury’s power can 
shock JoshuaP23

Auckland Open
Auckland

Juan Martin del Potro overcame a stubborn 
challenge from David Ferrer to clinch 

their semi-final 6-4 6-4 and advance to a title 
showdown against Roberto Bautista Agut in 
the Auckland Classic yesterday.

Del Potro, who sealed the Auckland title in 
2009, shone in the key moments and fought 
off six of the seven break points Ferrer forged 
in a tense clash, with two games in the second 
set lasting almost 10 minutes apiece.

The Argentine’s massive forehand, 
however, was the major defining factor in the 
match as he worked himself into a position to 
drive winner after winner past the Spaniard 
and clinched the semi-final in one hour, 46  
minutes.

“I’m exhausted,” Del Potro said in a court-
side interview. “We played a great match. I 
think the crowd enjoyed the game. I did too. 
It’s never easy against David because he is 
such a fighter and runs a lot, I just took my 
chances.”

Del Potro will enter the top 10 for the 
first time since August 2010 on Monday 
ahead of his Australian Open first round 
clash against American teenager Frances  
Tiafoe.

However, the tall A r g e n t i n e 
has battled with serious wrist 
injuries since 2014 and had 
to rehabilitate from four 
s u r g e r i e s , but showed 
t h a t his forehand, 

especially the 
ability to clinch 
winners on the 
run, will be a 
big threat in 
Melbourne.

“ I t ’ s 
amazing to me 

to be playing 
tennis again after 

my wrist problems,” Del Potro 
added.
“I’m just so pleased to be able to 

make another final.”
Earlier, fifth seed Bautista Agut 

outlasted Dutchman Robin Haase in an 
epic clash that took almost three hours 

before the Spaniard produced an audacious 
backhand lob that kissed the baseline to 
clinch the 6-7(7) 7-6(3) 7-6(5) win.

“Unfortunately the match can’t have two 
winners,” an exhausted Bautista Agut said 
after the two hour, 52 minute clash. “It was 
an unbelievable battle on the court.

“At the end everything was close, 
everybody knows we left everything on the 
court and anything could have happened.” 
(Reuters)
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Bautista
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