
Ahmedabad, India 

First it was monkeys and 
rabbits. Now a cow has 

forced flights to be diverted 
from Ahmedabad airport and 
Indian authorities said Friday 
human negligence may have 
had a role.

The brave bovine crept 
past security at a cargo gate at 
the airport in India’s Gujarat 
state to stray near the runway 
sparking a rodeo chase with 
guards.

A flight from Abu Dhabi 
and a cargo plane had to be 
diverted to Mumbai after one 
of the pilots spotted the beast. 
The arrival of five domestic 
flights and several departures 
were also delayed.

Aviation sources said airport 
security guards and fire officials 
struggled for more than 90 
minutes to move the cow away 
from the runway.

“The cow had entered from 
near the cargo gate of the 
airport. The security personnel 
with sticks and air guns chased 
the animal away,” one source 
said.

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
International Airport and 
other Indian airports have 
had previous troubles with 
disrespectful animals.

In February last year, an 
IndiGo flight at Ahmedabad 
was delayed on the takeoff 
strip because of rabbits on the 
runway.

In November 2016, a 
Chennai-bound plane had 
to abort take off after some 
monkeys were spotted on the 

runway.
Two years earlier, a Delhi-

bound flight from Surat hit a 
stray buffalo on the runway a 
few seconds before take-off.

The Airport Authority of 
India has ordered an inquiry 
into the latest incident.

“The AAI chairman has 

asked the Ahmedabad airport 
director to ascertain possibility 
of any human negligence in the 
incident.

“Directives have been given 
to take stringent steps to 
avoid any such occurrences in 
future,” said an AAI statement. 
(AFP) 
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Charlotte

A North Carolina swamp 
park has posted a video 

explaining how alligators 
survive in a frozen pond, and 
it’s both creepy and bizarre.

The cold-blooded animals 
essentially allow themselves to 
be frozen in place, with their 
noses just above the surface, 
according to a video posted 
on Facebook by Shallotte 
River Swamp Park in Ocean 
Isle Beach, 320km east of 
Charlotte.

What passers-by see is 

noses and teeth sticking out 
of the ice. That ice formed last 
week when a massive “bomb 
cyclone” storm blew up the 
coastline, bringing record 
lows. The family-owned 
outdoor adventure park’s 
“alligators on ice” video has 
received tens of thousands of 
views on Facebook.

“Just hanging out in the 
water,” says narrator George 
Howard in the video, showing 
close ups of the snouts sticking 
through the ice. “Pretty 
amazing. … Look at those 

teeth. This is the time of year 
when they are just hanging 
out, waiting for it to get warm.”

The alligators seem to 
instinctively know when 
the water is about to freeze, 
says Howard, who is general 
manager of the park. They 
respond by sticking their 
nose above the surface at just 
the right moment, allowing 
the water to freeze around  
them.

Alligators then enter “a state 
of brumation, like hibernating.” 
Alligators can regulate their 

body temperature in all sorts 
of weather, park officials said, 
and can essentially remain 
frozen in place until the ice 
melts.

The 26-hectare park 
and sanctuary has a dozen 
alligators, all of them “rescues” 
that were previously kept in 
captivity. This includes two 
alligators that were used as 
“guard animals” by North 
Carolina drug dealers.

The video clip has awed 
commenters on social media, 
prompting people to pepper 

Shallotte River Swamp 
Park with concerns about 
whether the alligators are 
dead and questions about 
what happens if someone 
steps on a frozen alligator by  
accident.

“Just shows you how smart 
they are, and how amazing 
it is to see them do this 
exact survival technique, no 
matter how horrific it looks 
to us humans,” posted Linda 
McMullan on Facebook.

As for what happens if 
someone steps on a frozen 

alligator, experts said it’s not 
likely the animal will react. At 
least not while the water is still 
frozen around them.

“No, they will not respond,” 
the park said in a Facebook 
post. “They are trying to 
conserve energy to maintain 
body temperature.”

After almost being 
eradicated in the early 20th 
century, alligators have 
made a comeback in North 
Carolina. Most are found in 
the southeastern corner of the 
state. (Tribune News Service)

This is how alligators survive an icy winter – they stick 
their noses out and let the water freeze solid around them

Nobody moove! 
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Champagne 
box-sized 
satellite 
to probe 
distant 
planet

Paris 

France launched a champagne box-sized mini satellite 
into Earth orbit yesterday to study a mysterious, juvenile 

planet system in our Milky Way galaxy, mission controllers 
said.

Weighing in at 3.5 kilogrammes (7.7 pounds), the PicSat 
satellite was hoisted into space by an Indian PSLV rocket, 
and placed into orbit at an altitude of 505 kilometres (314 
miles), according to the Paris Observatory, involved in the 
project.

PicSat’s target is the massive star Beta Pictoris, some 
60 light years from Earth in the southern constellation of 
Pictor (The Painter’s Easel), and its planet Beta Pictoris b 
-- a gassy giant.

From Earth orbit, it will seek to learn more about the 
faraway planet by observing the next time it transits its host 
star, appearing as a dot on the bright surface as seen from 
our perspective.

This once-in-18-year transit is expected some time in 
2018.

By measuring how much light a planet blocks out as it 
transits its star, astronomers can glean details about its size 
and the composition of its atmosphere.

PicSat comes equipped with a telescope for observation, 
and solar panels to power all its systems.

Discovered in 1984, Beta Pictoris has a mass about 1.8 
times that of our Sun.

It is young in astronomical terms -- only about 20 
million years old compared to the Sun’s 4.5 billion years.  
(AFP) 

An artist’s impres-
sion of the PicSat 
nano-satellite in 
orbit around the 
Earth


