
a #PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

Saturday, January 13, 2018 19

Beijing 

A viral photo of a Chinese 
boy whose hair is 

encrusted with ice after his 
hour-long walk to school 
in freezing temperatures 
has stirred debate about 
the impact of poverty on 
children in rural regions.

Wang Fuman, a primary 
school student in southwest 
Yunnan province, gained the 
moniker “Frost Boy” after 
his principal shared a photo 
online of his rosy cheeks 

and icy hair, Chinese media 
reported this week.

According to the state-
owned China News Service 
agency, the teacher who 
took the photo said it 
generally takes Wang more 
than an hour to make the 
4.5-kilometre journey from 
his home to the school.

The temperature was -9 
degrees Celsius the day the 
photo was taken, China 
News Service reported.  
(AFP) 

New York 

Americans may love 
Oprah Winfrey, but 

most don’t want the chat 
show queen to run for 
president, although if she 
did she would beat Donald 
Trump, a poll revealed 
yesterday.

Winfrey’s rousing 
speech at Sunday’s Golden 
Globe Awards ceremony 
ignited speculation that the 
billionaire entertainment 
mogul, the first black woman 
to own a television network, 
is harbouring Oval Office 
ambitions.

Sixty-four per cent 
of respondents have a 
favourable view of Winfrey, 
including 43pc of Trump 

supporters, according to the 
NPR, PBS NewsHour and 
Marist survey.

But when asked if they 
wanted Winfrey to run in 
2020, only 35pc said yes. 
A majority -- 54pc -- said 
no and 11pc said they were 
unsure.

Yet if a hypothetical 
presidential head-to-head 
was held today, 50pc of 
national registered voters 
said they would vote in 
Winfrey as a Democrat. Only 
39pc said they would return 
Trump to office.

Voters were predictably 
split along party lines. 91pc of 
Democrats backed Winfrey. 
85pc of Republicans said they 
would vote for Trump. (AFP) 

Stockholm

A Swedish zoo has 
killed nine healthy 

lion cubs over the last six 
years because they became 
‘surplus animals’, its CEO 
has revealed.

Bo Kjellson said Borås 
Djurpark, in western Sweden, 
killed the cubs because they 
could not be sold or moved 
and because ‘aggression 
became too big’ in the group 
of lions.

He also said more of the 
gracious predators may be 
‘put to death’ if they cannot 

be sent elsewhere and do not 
settle in the pride.

Discussing the cubs killed 
since 2012, Kjellson told 
Swedish broadcaster SVT: ‘I 
think that they were killed 
after two years.’

He added: ‘At that time 
we had already tried to sell 
or to relocate them at other 
zoos for a long time but, 
unfortunately, there were no 
zoos that could receive them 
- and when the aggression 
became too big in the group 
we had to remove some 
animals. (MailOnline)
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Duterte explains 
gum-chewing habit
Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte, who has a habit 
of chewing gum in public, 
even while meeting world 
leaders, has revealed he did 
it to ease pain from a spinal 
condition.

Rescuers picking through 
waist-deep mud, two days 
after a massive mudslide 
killed at least 17 people 
along Southern California’s 
coast, said they feared more 
bodies may be found but 
still held out hope for “mira-
cle” survivors.

A professor at a prominent 
Chinese university has been 
sacked after a former stu-
dent’s accusations of sexual 
harassment went viral.

Bad hygiene at the intensive 
care unit of a private Seoul 
hospital killed four newborn 
babies within two hours last 
month

California rescuers 
expand search 

China ‘MeToo 
professor’ sacked

Negligence kills 
babies in S. Korea 

“The President of Mexico 
(Enrique Pena Nieto) has 
been very clear: Mexico will 
never pay for this wall,” 

Ildefonso Guajardo
Economy Minister 

Astana

Panicked residents of a remote region 
of Kazakhstan have demanded an 

explanation after snow in their town 
started turning black.    

Frozen flakes fell on the town 
of Temirtau as their usual white 
colour but were then coated by a 
mysterious dark substance in early  
January.

A team of government scientists has now 
been dispatched to unravel the mystery.

Ministers decided to act after images of 
the striking snow were posted on social 
media by locals worried about their health, 
the BBC discovered.

Temirtau sits at the heart of Kazakhstan’s 
iron industry and plays host to the 
country’s largest steel production plant.

Many believe that pollution from the 
plant is responsible for the black snow.
(MailOnline)

Black snow hits Kazakh town

London

Ecuador has granted 
citizenship to WikiLeaks 

founder Julian Assange, 
who has been sheltering at 
its London embassy for five 
years to avoid arrest, Foreign 
Minister Maria Fernanda 
Espinosa announced 
Thursday.

Espinosa told a press 
conference in the Quito 
that Assange, a 46-year-
old Australian, became 
an Ecuadorean citizen on 
December 12, in what appears 
to have been an unsuccessful 
move to usher him out of the 
embassy without exposing 
him to arrest.

She said Ecuador had 
asked London to recognise 
Assange as a diplomat – 
which would give him safe 
passage out of the embassy 
without fear of arrest – but 
Britain had refused.

“The Ecuadorean 
government is empowered 
to grant nationality to the 

protected person and thus 
facilitate … his inclusion in 
the host state,” Espinosa told 
reporters.

Assange is wanted in the 
UK for missing a bail hearing 
connected to a now-retracted 
rape hearing.

She said the request to 
Britain to accept diplomatic 
status for Assange was made 
on December 20, and denied 
a day later.

The foreign minister 
said Quito would not insist 
further on the issue because 
of the “good relations 
we have with the United 
Kingdom”.

The British foreign 
ministry said in a statement 
that Ecuador had “recently 
requested diplomatic status 
for Mr Assange here in the 
UK. The UK did not grant 
that request, nor are we in 
talks with Ecuador on this 
matter.”

Ecuador’s attempt to 
obtain diplomatic status for 

Assange comes as part of the 
country’s broader efforts to 
resolve the case of their long-
term lodger, who moved into 
the embassy in 2012 to avoid 
arrest over a Swedish probe 
into rape allegations.

Sweden dropped their 
investigation over the 2010 
allegations last year, but 
British police have said they 
are still seeking to arrest him 
for failing to surrender to 
a court after violating bail 
terms.

“Ecuador knows that the 
way to resolve this issue is 
for Julian Assange to leave 
the embassy to face justice,” 
Britain’s foreign ministry 
said on Thursday.

Assange has refused to 
step outside the embassy 
and claimed he fears being 
extradited to the United 
States over WikiLeaks’ 
publication of leaked secret 
US military documents and 
diplomatic cables in 2010. 
(AFP)
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