
Actress Natalie Portman is reportedly 
in negotiations to replace Reese 

Witherspoon as the lead in ‘Pale Blue Dot’, 
about a successful female astronaut.

Reportedly, the makers will now look to find 
Portman’s male co-star.

Witherspoon had left the role in last 
November due to scheduling conflicts with 
season 2 of ‘Big Little Lies’. However, she will 
continue to produce the project with Bruna 
Papandrea.

It will be directed by ‘Fargo’ and ‘Legion’ 
creator Noah Hawley.

‘Pale Blue Dot’ follows a successful female 
astronaut who, after coming back home 
from a mission in space, starts to unravel 
when confronted by her seemingly perfect 

American dream life. The film explores the 
theory that astronauts who spend long periods 

of time in space begin to lose their sense of reality 
when they return home. (IANS)

Los Angeles

Actress Angelina Jolie is reportedly 
dating Cambodian lyricist and 

filmmaker PraCh Ly, nearly a year 
and a half after announcing her 
separation from her husband of two 
years, actor Brad Pitt.

“They’re a perfect match. Their 
connection is becoming stronger by 
the day.

It’s just what Angie needs. Angie 
hasn’t let anyone new into her life 
in a long time, but when she falls, 
she falls hard,” 
okmagazine.com 
quoted a source 
as saying.

The couple 
was introduced 
to each other 
by their mutual 
friend Loung 
Ung, when the 

“Maleficent” star 
was in Cambodia to 

film “First They Killed 
My Father: A Daughter of 

Cambodia Remembers”, 
based on Loung’s novel.
Ly has also been reportedly 

spending time with Jolie’s 
children at her Los Feliz estate, 
apart from touring temples 
and markets in the Cambodia 
Town section of Long Beach. 
(IANS)

Niall Horan @NiallOfficial

Uber driver got @JLSOfficial first album on CD . 
That’s what I’m talking about .
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Liam Hemsworth

Actor who stars as Gale Hawthorne in the Hunger 
Games film series. He also played Josh Taylor on the 
Australian soap opera Neighbours and Marcus on the 
Australian children’s series The Elephant Princess.

Los Angeles

American singer-songwriter 
Mary J. Blige has been 

honoured with a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame in 
the recording category.

The ceremony will take place 
next week at 6201 Hollywood 
Boulevard in front of Eastown. 
Sean “Diddy” Combs will join 
Hollywood Chamber President 
and CEO Leron Gubler to 
unveil the star.

“Mary J. Blige is one of the 
most popular singers of our 
generation. Fans will be thrilled 
to see her star on the Boulevard 

as her career milestones are 
celebrated on this very famous 
sidewalk,” said Ana Martinez, 
producer of the Walk of Fame 
ceremonies.

The Grammy Award-
winning artiste has been 
recognised for her acting work.

Blige received the Golden 
Globe Award, Screen Actors 
Guild Award and Critics’ 
Choice Award nominations for 
her role in Dee Rees’ period 
drama “Mudbound” as well as 
a Golden Globe nomination 
for Best Original Song for 
“Mighty River.” (IANS)

Actor Jeffrey Wright has joined the cast of movie adaptation 
of ‘The Goldfinch’.

Reportedly, the ‘Westworld’actor will play the character of 
Hobie in the film.

The Pulitzer Prize-winning book, written by Donna Tartt, is 
about Theodore Decker, who loses his mother in 
a bombing at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 

and is taken in by a wealthy family, only to be 
drawn into New York City’s art underworld.

To be directed by John Crowley, the film’s 
cast includes actors Ansel Elgort, Sarah 
Paulson and Aneurin Barnard.

The project is being developed by Warner 
Bros and Amazon 

Studios. (PTI)

Los Angeles

“Better Call Saul” star Bob Odenkirk is on board to 
produce and star in the action thriller “Nobody”.

Derek Kolstad, who wrote “John Wick”, will be writing 
the screenplay of the film.

Its story is about an ordinary man who comes to the 
defence of a woman being harassed by thugs, and then learns 
later that one of the thugs is the brother of a drug kingpin 
and is out for vengeance, reports hollywoodreporter.com.

Odenkirk is best known for portraying lawyer Saul 
Goodman in crime drama series “Breaking Bad” and its 

spin-off “Better Call Saul”.
He currently stars in Steven Spielberg’s “The Post”, 

in which he portrays journalist Ben Bagdikian. The 
film is presented in India by Reliance Entertainment. 
(IANS)

Actor Hugh Grant has said that ‘Iron 
Man’ star Robert Downey Jr ‘hated’ 

him when they first met.
The two stars 

collaborated for 
the 1995 drama 
‘Restoration’, which 
also starred Sam Neill, 
David Thewlis and Meg 
Ryan.

“He hated me. He 
took one look at me and 
wanted to kill me,” Grant 
said.

However, the ‘Paddington 
2’ actor sounded positive 
about his other co-actors 
such as Emma Thompson, 
whom he called a ‘genius’.

“She is not remotely 
sane. She’s nuttier and 
nuttier as the years 
go,” Grant added. 
(PTI)
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Salma Hayek is a Mexican and American film actress, producer, 
and former model. She began her career in Mexico starring in the 
telenovela Teresa and starred in the film El Callejón de los Milagros 
(Miracle Alley) for which she was nominated for an Ariel Award. 
In 1991 Hayek moved to Hollywood and came to prominence with 
roles in films such as Desperado, From Dusk Till Dawn, Dogma, and 
Wild Wild West. Her breakthrough role was in the 2002 film Frida as 
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo.

Salma Hayek 

“Laila’s Birthday” follows a harrowing day in 
the life of an overqualified cab driver in 

Ramallah, the Palestinian city on the West Bank and 
de facto capital of the Palestinian Authority. 

This upright, middle-aged husband and father, 
Abu Laila (Mohamed Bakri), is a proud, well-
dressed judge who has recently returned to his 
hometown from an unidentified country. Because 
the government has run out of money to pay his 
judicial wages, he is forced to earn a living driving his 
brother-in-law’s taxi. His unresolved situation is one 
of many personal complications in a movie, written 
and directed by Rashid Masharawi (“Waiting,” 
“Curfew”), that compiles a sky-high dossier of 
everyday urban frustrations and small absurdities all 
magnified by the Israeli occupation.

With a running time of barely 71 minutes, “Laila’s 
Birthday,” which begins a one-week engagement at 
the Museum of Modern Art on Wednesday, isn’t an 
anguished political broadside but a fleet, dark urban 
comedy that registers outrage in glancing jabs of 
absurdist observation. Its examination of ordinary 
Palestinians going about their business in a city 
under siege, with checkpoints on the ground and 
helicopters above, maintains a wry detachment 
until the moment late in the film when Abu Laila’s 
composure briefly cracks, and he delivers a tirade 
to the cosmos and to everyone within earshot.

On this particular day, Abu Laila’s daughter, 
Laila (Nour Zoubi), is turning 7, and as he sets 
out for work, his wife (Areen Omari) reminds 
him to be home by 8 and to pick up a cake. 
(nytimes)

Laila’s Birthday


