
BUSINESS8 Saturday, January 13, 2018

© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: Politico, Tecnè Italia Pictures: AP, Getty Images, Newscom

Uncertainty looms over Italy election

VOTE SHARES OF COALITIONS (Jan 8 poll)
Centre-right: Forza Italia (FI), Lega Nord (LN),
Brothers of Italy (FdI), Us with Italy (NcI)

Five Star Movement (M5S)

Centre-left: Democratic Party and others
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28.1%

25%

Democratic
Party (PD)
Ruling centre-
left party of Matteo
Renzi, who resigned
as prime minister after
losing constitutional
reform vote in Dec 2016.
Left has splintered
since his departure
from government,
denting popular
support for PD

Forza Italia
Main party
of resurgent
centre-right, led by
former prime minister
Silvio Berlusconi –
currently barred from
frontline politics due to
tax fraud convictions.
Party’s eventual
prime ministerial
candidate will depend
on alliance with anti-
euro, anti-immigrant
Lega Nord, headed by
Matteo Salvini (below)

Five Star
Movement
Populist group
led by Luigi Di Maio
draws on growing
dissatisfaction with
economic decline, high
youth unemployment
and immigration. In run
up to election, party
has dropped long-held
pledge to take Italy
out of eurozone

Italy’s March 4 general election will pit a centre-right coalition against
populists and a divided left, with polls suggesting a hung parliament
and prolonged uncertainty in the eurozone’s third-largest economy

U.S. travel warning on five Mexican states
After Mexico’s deadliest year on record, the U.S. has urged citizens not
to visit five violence-ridden Mexican states, placing them in the highest

danger category, on a par with war-torn Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq

Sources: Mexican Government, U.S. State Department Picture: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS
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2017: 23,101 murders registered
in first 11 months – record
high for any year since 1997
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States issued with Category 4
“do not travel” advisory by
U.S. State Department

Africa startled 
by Trump’s
vulgar 
remaks

Washington

In bluntly vulgar language, President 
Donald Trump questioned yesterday why 

the U.S. would accept more immigrants 
from Haiti and “shithole countries” in Africa 
rather than places like Norway, as he rejected 
a bipartisan immigration deal, according to 
people briefed on the extraordinary Oval 
Office conversation. Trump on Friday 
denied using that language.

Trump’s contemptuous description 
of an entire continent startled lawmakers 
in the meeting and immediately revived 
charges that the president is racist. The 
White House did not deny his remark but 
issued a statement saying Trump supports 
immigration policies that welcome “those 
who can contribute to our society.”

Yet Trump himself tweeted Friday: 
“The language used by me at the DACA 
meeting was tough, but this was not the 
language used.” He went on to criticize the 
immigration deal, saying: “What was really 
tough was the outlandish proposal made - a 
big setback for DACA!”

The White House did not immediately 
respond to questions about the president’s 
tweet.

Trump’s comments Thursday came as 
two senators presented details of a bipartisan 
compromise that would extend protections 
against deportation for hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants — and also 
strengthen border protections, as Trump 
has insisted.

The lawmakers had hoped Trump 
would back their accord, an agreement 
among six senators evenly split among 
Republicans and Democrats, ending 
a monthslong, bitter dispute over 
protecting the “dreamers.” But the 
White House later rejected it, plunging 
the issue back into uncertainty just 
eight days before a deadline that 
threatens a government shutdown.

Dick Durbin of Illinois, the Senate’ 
s No. 2 Democrat, explained that as 
part of that deal, a lottery for visas 
that has benefited people from Africa 
and other nations would be ended, 
the sources said, though there could 
be another way for them to apply. 
Durbin said people who would be 
allowed to stay in the U.S. included 
those who had fled here after disasters 
hit their homes in places such as El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Haiti.

Trump specifically questioned 
why the U.S. would want to admit 
more people from Haiti. As for 
Africa, he asked why more people 
from “shithole countries” should be 
allowed into the U.S., the sources 
said.

The president suggested that 
instead, the U.S. should allow 
more entrants from countries like 
Norway. Trump met this week 
with Norwegian Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg. (AP)

Now scientists could be 
about to beat beauticians at their 
own game with flashing wireless 
light emitting diode (LED) false 
eyelashes.    Japanese officials 
who showcased the green lights 
at this year’s CES tech conference 
said these strange accessories 
could be 
worn in 
the dark 
at events 
such as 
parties and 
concerts.

Wireless power!

1.5m radius
Not harmful!

How it works?
The technology, created by 
Ritsumeikan University and 
Shiseido Company relies 
on microwaves to transmit 
power remotely in a process 
called ‘wireless power feeding.’

The eyelashes can be powered 
from a distance of 1.5 metres (5 
feet) from the transmitter. 

The power emitted by the microwaves 
is lower than government standards 
so researchers say wearing the lights 
would not have any harmful effects.

Researchers created the small 
3.5-cm-long (1.4 inch) receiver device 
with an LED and antenna. They then 
attached the LED to commercially 
available false eyelashes.

‘I wonder if 
there could be a 

demand as a new 
type of fashion 

statement in the 
dark at events 

such as concerts, 
dance parties 

or firework 
events,’ said a 

Shiseido official, 
according to The 

Asahi Shimbun. 
(Daily Mail)
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New Delhi

India’s factory output rose at its fastest pace in 19 months 
driven by manufacturing growth. The index of industrial 

production rose 8.4 per cent in 
November compared to a year ago, 
data from the Central Statistics 
Office showed. A  Bloomberg  poll 
had expected production to grow at 
4.4pc on a year-on-year basis.  The 
output last rose faster than Nov in 
March 2016 at 9.8pc.

Washington 

U.S. retail sales increased in Dec as households bought 
a range of goods and figures for the prior month were 

revised higher, suggesting the 
economy exited 2017 with strong 
momentum. The Commerce 
Department said retail sales rose 0.4 
per cent last month. Data for Nov 
was revised to show sales gaining 
0.9pc instead of the previously 
reported 0.8pc increase.

-Donal Trump, 

India’s industrial output up 8.4pc U.S. retail sales rise in December (The) reason I canceled my trip to London is that 
I am not a big fan of the Obama Administration 
having sold perhaps the best located and finest 
embassy in London for ‘peanuts,’ only to build a 
new one in an off location 
for 1.2 billion dollars. Bad 
deal. Wanted me to cut 
ribbon-NO!” 

US President on cancelling a trip to 
London scheduled for next month to 

open a new embassy. 
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A new U.S. Embassy, designed by Philadelphia-based architects
Kieran Timberlake, is due to open in the Nine Elms area of London

Building height: 60m
Area: 45,000 sq m
Accommodation: 800 staff and

up to 1,100 visitors per day
Expected cost: $1 billion
Completion due: April 2017

Proposed
bridge

Park: Seating
and walkways

Pond

Ditch: Vehicle
barrier hidden in
meadow grass

Outer envelope
Thin sheath of
photovoltaic cells.
Building nearly self-
sufficient in energy

Design: 12-storey glass cube
stands on raised plinth, set back
30m from surrounding streets
Seat wall
Benches
fixed to
concrete
slab

Embassy
plaza

Solar
array

Glazing: 15cm-thick blast-
resistant facade

Internal gardens
Six two-storey themed
landscapes within building

Hedge: Conceals line of steel
and concrete bollards capable
of stopping eight-tonne truck
driving head-on at 65km/h
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New U.S.
Embassy

LONDON

A new U.S. Embassy designed by Philadelphia-
based architects Kieran Timberlake is due to be 
dedicated in the Nine Elms area of London’s 
Wandsworth in early 2018.

Cleverly designed landscape defences protect 
the $1 billion, 12-storey glass cube from attack. 
To the north, an English yew hedge hides a 
line of concrete and steel bollards capable of 
stopping a truck driving head-on at over 40 
miles per hour (65km/h).

A semi-circular pond, in effect a 100-foot 
(30.5-metre) moat, offers a further line of 
defence to the building which stands on a 

raised plinth, its defensive wall disguised by a 
waterfall.

A wall of seating fixed to thick slabs of truck-
proof concrete offers defence from the south, 
behind which the landscape rises in a military-
style embankment with sharp changes of level 
-- an obstacle to hostile vehicles but easily 
crossed by Marines.

A thin sheath of photo-voltaic cells which 
can generate more than 345,000kWh of energy 
cover the chancery building, making it self-
sufficient if under attack. Its facade is covered 
with six inch-thick (15cm) bomb-proof glazing.

India’s second-biggest IT 
services exporter Infosys Ltd 

posted third-quarter profit well 
above estimates, helped by tax 
benefits from the firm’s deal 
with the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS).

The company had signed an 
Advance Pricing Agreement 
with the U.S. IRS this week, 
resulting in an effective tax rate 
of about 100 basis points lower 
going forward.

The conclusion of the 

agreement had a positive 
impact on consolidated basic 
earnings per share in the 
quarter by about 6.29 rupees. 
The company’s basic earnings 
for the quarter was 22.55 
rupees per share, it said.

Profit rose 38.3 percent 
to 51.29 billion rupees ($806 
million) in the three months 
ended Dec. 31, Infosys said 
on Friday. That compared 
with analysts’ average estimate 
of 37.10 billion rupees, 

according to Thomson Reuters  
data. 

Revenue from operations 
rose 3 percent to 177.9 
billion rupees from a year 
earlier, with revenue from 
the financial services segment 

down 0.4 percent at 46.43 
billion rupees, the company  
said.

Infosys also maintained 
its expectation for full-year 
revenue growth of between 5.5 
and 6.5 percent.

Infosys posts better-than-expected profit on tax deal

Tokyo

A stricken Iranian oil tanker 
continued exploding 

yesterday, hampering rescue 
efforts, Chinese state media 
reported, as Japan’s Coast 
Guard said the ship drifted 
away from the Chinese coast 
and into Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ).

The ship, which has been 
ablaze for almost a week 
since it collided with another 
vessel on Saturday night 
in the East China Sea, was 
about 286 km (178 miles) 
northwest of Sokkozaki on 

the island of Amami Oshima 
as of 0700 GMT on Friday, 
the Japan Coast Guard said 
in a statement.

The vessel is drifting to the 
southwest at a speed of 2.2 
km (1.4 miles) per hour, the 
Coast Guard said.

Amami Oshima is one of 
the northern islands in the 
Ryukyu islands chain that 
includes Okinawa.

There have been 
continuous explosions 
onboard the ship, China’s 
official Xinhua news agency 
said late on Friday, citing the 

Ministry of Transport.
The tanker Sanchi 

(IMO:9356608), owned 
by Iran’s top oil shipping 
operator National Iranian 
Tanker Co, was carrying 
almost 1 million barrels of 
condensate, an ultra-light, 
highly flammable crude oil, 
to South Korea.

It collided with the freighter 
CF Crystal (IMO:9497050) 
that was carrying grain from 
the United States about 160 
nautical miles (184 km) off 
China’s coast near Shanghai. 
(Reuters)

Stricken
tanker 
drifts into
Japan’s 
eco-zone

A rescue ship works to extin-
guish the fire


