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Uncertainty looms over Italy election

VOTE SHARES OF COALITIONS (Jan 8 poll)
Centre-right: Forza Italia (FI), Lega Nord (LN),
Brothers of Italy (FdI), Us with Italy (NcI)

Five Star Movement (M5S)

Centre-left: Democratic Party and others
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Democratic
Party (PD)
Ruling centre-
left party of Matteo
Renzi, who resigned
as prime minister after
losing constitutional
reform vote in Dec 2016.
Left has splintered
since his departure
from government,
denting popular
support for PD

Forza Italia
Main party
of resurgent
centre-right, led by
former prime minister
Silvio Berlusconi –
currently barred from
frontline politics due to
tax fraud convictions.
Party’s eventual
prime ministerial
candidate will depend
on alliance with anti-
euro, anti-immigrant
Lega Nord, headed by
Matteo Salvini (below)

Five Star
Movement
Populist group
led by Luigi Di Maio
draws on growing
dissatisfaction with
economic decline, high
youth unemployment
and immigration. In run
up to election, party
has dropped long-held
pledge to take Italy
out of eurozone

Italy’s March 4 general election will pit a centre-right coalition against
populists and a divided left, with polls suggesting a hung parliament
and prolonged uncertainty in the eurozone’s third-largest economy

U.S. travel warning on five Mexican states
After Mexico’s deadliest year on record, the U.S. has urged citizens not
to visit five violence-ridden Mexican states, placing them in the highest

danger category, on a par with war-torn Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq

Sources: Mexican Government, U.S. State Department Picture: Getty Images © GRAPHIC NEWS
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2017: 23,101 murders registered
in first 11 months – record
high for any year since 1997
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States issued with Category 4
“do not travel” advisory by
U.S. State Department

Africa startled 
by Trump’s
vulgar 
remaks

Washington

In bluntly vulgar language, President 
Donald Trump questioned yesterday why 

the U.S. would accept more immigrants 
from Haiti and “shithole countries” in Africa 
rather than places like Norway, as he rejected 
a bipartisan immigration deal, according to 
people briefed on the extraordinary Oval 
Office conversation. Trump on Friday 
denied using that language.

Trump’s contemptuous description 
of an entire continent startled lawmakers 
in the meeting and immediately revived 
charges that the president is racist. The 
White House did not deny his remark but 
issued a statement saying Trump supports 
immigration policies that welcome “those 
who can contribute to our society.”

Yet Trump himself tweeted Friday: 
“The language used by me at the DACA 
meeting was tough, but this was not the 
language used.” He went on to criticize the 
immigration deal, saying: “What was really 
tough was the outlandish proposal made - a 
big setback for DACA!”

The White House did not immediately 
respond to questions about the president’s 
tweet.

Trump’s comments Thursday came as 
two senators presented details of a bipartisan 
compromise that would extend protections 
against deportation for hundreds of 
thousands of young immigrants — and also 
strengthen border protections, as Trump 
has insisted.

The lawmakers had hoped Trump 
would back their accord, an agreement 
among six senators evenly split among 
Republicans and Democrats, ending 
a monthslong, bitter dispute over 
protecting the “dreamers.” But the 
White House later rejected it, plunging 
the issue back into uncertainty just 
eight days before a deadline that 
threatens a government shutdown.

Dick Durbin of Illinois, the Senate’ 
s No. 2 Democrat, explained that as 
part of that deal, a lottery for visas 
that has benefited people from Africa 
and other nations would be ended, 
the sources said, though there could 
be another way for them to apply. 
Durbin said people who would be 
allowed to stay in the U.S. included 
those who had fled here after disasters 
hit their homes in places such as El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Haiti.

Trump specifically questioned 
why the U.S. would want to admit 
more people from Haiti. As for 
Africa, he asked why more people 
from “shithole countries” should be 
allowed into the U.S., the sources 
said.

The president suggested that 
instead, the U.S. should allow 
more entrants from countries like 
Norway. Trump met this week 
with Norwegian Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg. (AP)

Now scientists could be 
about to beat beauticians at their 
own game with flashing wireless 
light emitting diode (LED) false 
eyelashes.    Japanese officials 
who showcased the green lights 
at this year’s CES tech conference 
said these strange accessories 
could be 
worn in 
the dark 
at events 
such as 
parties and 
concerts.

Wireless power!

1.5m radius
Not harmful!

How it works?
The technology, created by 
Ritsumeikan University and 
Shiseido Company relies 
on microwaves to transmit 
power remotely in a process 
called ‘wireless power feeding.’

The eyelashes can be powered 
from a distance of 1.5 metres (5 
feet) from the transmitter. 

The power emitted by the microwaves 
is lower than government standards 
so researchers say wearing the lights 
would not have any harmful effects.

Researchers created the small 
3.5-cm-long (1.4 inch) receiver device 
with an LED and antenna. They then 
attached the LED to commercially 
available false eyelashes.

‘I wonder if 
there could be a 

demand as a new 
type of fashion 

statement in the 
dark at events 

such as concerts, 
dance parties 

or firework 
events,’ said a 

Shiseido official, 
according to The 

Asahi Shimbun. 
(Daily Mail)


