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According to the data from NASA, the year 2017 was the second-hottest 
year on record and was the hottest year without the short-term warming 

influence of an El Niño event by a wide margin of 0.17°C hotter than 2014, 
which previously was considered the hottest on record. Remarkably, 2017 was 
also hotter than 2015, which at the time was by far the hottest year on record 
due to contribution from a strong El Niño event that year.

For comparison, the neutral El Niño conditions and the level of solar activity 
in 1972 were quite similar to those in 2017. 45 years later, the latter was 0.9°C 
hotter than the former. For each type of year, the global surface warming trend 
between 1964 and 2017 is 0.17–0.18°C per decade, which is consistent with 
climate model predictions. 

Earlier many scientists believe 2017 is unlikely to break the record for a 
fourth consecutive year. That’s because El Nino, a natural phenomenon that 
creates more warming, may not be present this year. Forecasters expected 
a reprieve in 2017, with global temperatures roughly 0.84°C above the 20th 
century average. But the trend shows that the climate change has not stopped 
or controlled. Humans are continuing to pump greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere, warming the planet in the long term.

The trend of each year becoming hotter that the previous show how humans 
are transforming Earth’s climate. This clearly shows the trends that we are 
witnessing since the 1970s and which are continuing without any pause. 
This value may not sound alarming, but on a planetary scale it’s a profound 
shift that has severely destroyed the coral reefs, thawed polar ice and affected 
agricultural planting zones across global borders.

It is indeed alarming that separate analyses carried out by UK Met Office,  
NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
mention that 2016 is the third consecutive year that the planet earth has 
experienced record-high temperatures and the 40th consecutive year that 
global temperatures were above average in more than a century of record-
keeping and 16 of the 17 hottest years on record have been in this century.

Direct temperature measurements stretch back to 1880, but scientific 
research indicates the world was last this warm about 115,000 years ago and 
that the planet has not experienced such high levels of CO2 in the atmosphere 
for 4 million years.

The new data shows the Earth has now risen about 1.1°C above the levels 
seen before the industrial revolution, when large-scale fossil fuel burning 
started. This value is perilously close to the 1.5°C target included as an aim of 
the global climate agreement that was signed in Paris in December 2015.

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO), observe that the extra heat 
from the powerful El Niño event has disappeared while the heat from global 
warming is and will continue. Due to climate change impact, the occurrence 
and impact of extreme weather events are continuing. The record breaking 
heat waves, droughts and flooding are expected to become more frequent and 
catastrophic. The WMO report mention that human-induced global warming 
has contributed to at least half the extreme weather events happened in recent 
years, with the risk of extreme heat increasing by 10 times in some cases.

While the warming for the planet was just over 1C, the Arctic continued to 
warm much faster, with temperatures more than 3 C above what they were 
in previous decades. The Arctic is warming twice as fast as the global average 
and we have also broken sea ice minimum records in the Arctic and Antarctic.

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
Climate models consistently show that if CO2 continues to be released into 
the atmosphere at the current rate, temperatures will continue to climb well 
above 2°C.

These extreme weather events are expensive, and they are a mere taste of 
what’s to come in near future. Until we manage to cut global carbon pollution, 
temperatures will continue to rise and climate change consequences will 
become more severe. While it broke many of today’s records, 2018 is just a 
taste of what’s to come next in this year.

Climate change is not like other issues that can be postponed from one year 
to the next. We are already behind; speed is of the essence, because climate 
change and its impacts are occurring sooner and with greater ferocity and 
intensity than anticipated.

Let us join voices, hands, hearts, talents and our creative abilities to prevent 
the looming catastrophe. Start making a few small changes and reduce GHG 
by:

- Changing light bulbs with energy efficient LED lighting
- Buying energy efficient appliances and replacing old electronics and 

machines. 
- Smartly practicing cooling system by cleaning and changing air filters 

regularly and programming thermostat. 
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2017-The Second Hottest Year on Record

as protest enters 
3rd week in Iran

Arrests hit  

8,000
At least 8,000 people 

h a v e 
been arrested 
as anti-
g o v e r n m e n t 
protests in Iran 
enter their third 
week.

I r a n i a n 
authorities have 
rounded up 
young protesters 
from a number 
of provincial cities 
such as Hamadan, 
Isfahan and Lorestan, 
according to Saudi-owned 
Arab broadcaster Al 
Arabiya. The outlet cited 
unnamed sources inside Iran.

Tehran member of 
parliament Mahmoud Sadeghi 
said on Tuesday that 3,700 
people have been detained since 
protests broke out in late December. 
At least 21 people were killed in 
violence between protesters and 
authorities.

But the Iranian government puts 
the number of arrests at only 450.

The White House said earlier this 
week it was “deeply concerned” at 
the number of arrests the Iranian 
government had made against people 
“engaging in peaceful protests”.

However, US President Donald 
Trump is today (12 January) expected 
to extend a sanctions waiver for Iran, 
leaving its 2015 nuclear deal intact. 
The deal relaxes sanctions on Iran 
in return for the suspension of its 
nuclear development programme.

A spokesman for British Prime 
Minister Theresa May said earlier 
this month: “We believe there should 

be meaningful debate about 
the legitimate 
and important 
issues that the 
protesters are 
raising, and 
we’re looking 
to the Iranian 
authorities to 
permit that.”

T h e 
demonstrations in 
Iran are the most 

widespread since crowds took to the 
streets over a disputed presidential 

election in 2009. They began 
initially over price rises and 
corruption, but have grown 
into a wider display of anger 
towards the government and 

ruling clerics.
Years of sanctions imposed by 

the international community over 
the country’s nuclear programme – 
despite recently being relaxed – have 
hit the Iranian economy hard.

The official unemployment rate 
is just over 12%, but in some parts 
of the country this rises to more 
than 60%. Inflation is around 11%, 
and the average household budget 
has fallen from just under $15,000 
a year in 2007 to 12,500 in 2016, 
according to the Central Bank of 
Iran. (International Business Times)

Iranian government puts 
the number of arrests at 
only 450 (AFP)

The official unemployment rate is just over 12%, but in some parts of the country 
this rises to more than 60%. (AP)

From a rally in support of 
Iranian anti-government 
protests in Los Angeles 
(Daily Beast)


