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It was a historic day, as women in Saudi Arabia 
attended a football match for the first time, as part 

of reforms spearheaded by the kingdom’s crown prince.
Three Saudi Arabian stadiums – the King Abdullah 

Stadium, the King Fahd Stadium in Riyadh, and Prince 
Mohammed bin Fahd Stadium in Dammam – have 
been outfitted with special family sections for women 
to sit during matches. 

Female football fans wearing scarves and waving 
flags took their seats at the King Abdullah Sports City 
stadium in Jeddah for Al-Ahli’s match against Al-Batin 
in the Saudi Pro League. The women however had to 
enter through designated turnstiles for women and 
families.

Female Fans of Jeddah’s al-Ahli Football Club wore 
green scarves over their black abayas during the match 
against the eastern province team of al-Batin.

Lamya Khaled Nasser, a 32-year-old from Jeddah, 
told Agence France-Press she was proud and looking 
forward to the match. “This event proves that we are 
heading for a prosperous future. I am very proud to be 
a witness of this massive change,” she said. 

Ruwayda Ali Qassem, another Jeddah resident, said 
Friday was a “historic day in the kingdom which 
culminates [in] ongoing fundamental changes”.

“I am proud and extremely happy for this 
development and for the kingdom’s moves to catch up 
with civilised measures adopted by many countries,” 
she said before the scheduled 8pm (5pm GMT) kick-
off.

The Saudi government said last week women would 
be allowed to attend a second match on Saturday and a 
third next Thursday. The rest of the country’s football 
grounds will be ready for female fans by the beginning 
of the next sporting season. Stadiums will also have 
separate cafes and prayer rooms for women.

Al-Ittihad, one of the country’s top football clubs, 
is scheduled to play in a derby game in front of mixed 
spectators on Saturday. It prepared for the historic 
match by tweeting an image featuring a woman’s face 
painted in gold, the club’s colour.

“Ittihad fans, male and female, are the support of this 
club, and success is not complete without them coming 
together to serve this historic entity,” the club tweeted. 
“With you, the scene is complete.”

The move to open up stadiums to women for the 
first time was announced last October. 

“The general sports authority has provided everything 
that would create an attractive sports environment for 
families and provide everything needed to ensure their 
privacy,” the country’s sports governing body said in a 
statement.

Construction teams had scrambled to build female 
toilets and line off a women-only parking lot ahead of 
the game. An all-female team of stewards helped steer 
them to their seats.

Around 7,500 seats in the 62,000-seat King Abdullah 
Stadium were made available to women and families, 
according to Saudi sports authorities. 

According to the  Saudi Gazette, Al-Ahli trounced 
Al-Batin 5-0 in the Premier League match. (Agencies) new stepnew step
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In picture, scenes from the stadium (Guardian)

Saudi women and their families were seated together in a special section of the sta-
dium as the local teams Al-Ahli and Al-Batin faced off for the Premier League game
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Moviegoers will have to shell out more 
money to watch their favourite onscreen 

flicks if by any chance they are at ‘Vox Cineco’.
“Yes, there is a price increase at the Vox 

Cineco,” a Cineco source told DT News. 
Ticket price, according to the source, was 

increased from “3BD to 3.5BD” at Vox Cineco.
However, when asked if the change is valid 

at other theatres too, the source said, “There is 
no price change at the Cineco Bahrain.” 

“We haven’t heard anything about a price 
increase in Cineco Bahrain,” the source added. 

Mukta Cinema, however, said they don’t 
have any such plans. 

“Our standard ticket price is 3BD,” said 
Marketing Manager for Mukta Cinema, 
Swapnil Shakya. 

“We haven’t increased the price nor do we 
plan to increase it anytime soon,” he added. 

In the meantime, Vox Cinema decision has 
created a stir on social media platform with 
one of the users saying: “The problem is not 
about the price increase, but the poor pay or 
no payment at all.”

“When the prices of the basic commodities 
increase, it should be reflected in the salaries 
too. But it is not, which is a burden. 

“Fuel price has increased already. Talks of 
VAT have also started doing rounds. Now we 
have movie ticket price increase. They have 
made basic entertainment altogether a costly 
affair.”

“The government should think this through 
so that there is a minimal burden on the 
common man,” the source said.  
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Electricity and Water Affairs 
Minister Dr Abdulhussain 

Mirza is now in Abu Dhabi to 
attend Abu Dhabi Sustainability 
2018 at the invitation of UAE 
Minister of Energy Suhail bin 
Mohammed Al Mazrouei.

The event is being held 
under the patronage of Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan and organized by 
Masdar Energy. 

The event includes the 
opening of the Future Energy 
Summit, the Water Summit 
and the Zayed Future Energy 
Prize. Meetings will be held on 
the sidelines of these events in 
the fields of renewable energy, 
the most important of which 
is the meeting of the General 
Assembly of the International 
Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA). Bahrain was one 
of the first countries to join 
IRENA in 2009 during its 
founding conference in Bonn, 
Germany.

The minister will participate 

in one of the ministerial 
meetings, which will also be 
attended by ministers in 
charge of renewable energy. 
He will talk about Bahrain’s 
experience in the field and the 
steps the government has taken 
to encourage the use of clean 
energy. 

More than 40,000 delegates 
from more than 175 countries 
from around the world are 
taking part.

It is the largest such gathering 
in the Middle East and is 
aimed at promoting trends in 
the path of sustainable global 
development.
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The family of Vibin Baburaj, 
who reportedly committed 

suicide  on Wednesday,  said 
there are inconsistencies 
surrounding his death. 

A relative of the deceased, 
who lives in UAE, told DT 
News over the phone: “We 
believe there must have been 
a work-related issue that must 
have been bothering him.”

“From the bits of 
information we have from him, 
we believe he must have been 
treated unfairly,” he said.

The family has decided to 
approach the Indian Embassy 

here to request help on this 
matter. 

“He was in the process of 
finding a new job, but his 
death comes abruptly,” the 
relative said adding: “He never 
showed any signs of being  
suicidal.”

“His brother informed me 
that he was unhappy with his 
job and wanted to quit.” 

Baburaj, according to the 
relative, has informed family 
members about the arguments 
he had with his boss and work 
pressure. 

The “only thing he was 
unhappy about was his job,” 
the relative said adding: 
“This might have pushed him 
towards depression.”
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A 58-year-old man died 
after being hit by a car 

yesterday. 
The victim, reportedly, has 

been identified as Abdul Noor 
Rahman. 

Without giving details of the 

person, the Interior Ministry 
confirmed the death.

The ministry tweeted: 
“Asian, 58, died when a vehicle 
hit him in Sitra, relevant 
procedures are being taken.” 

No further details are 
available.
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