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Shanghai

Rafael Nadal and Roger 
Federer resumed 

their battle for the year-
end number one ranking 
with imperious victories to 
reach the third round of the 
Shanghai Masters yesterday.

 Top seed Nadal extended 
his winning streak to 13 
matches with a 6-2 6-1 
demolition of American Jared 
Donaldson in the Qi Zhong 

Stadium before world number 
two Federer, to the delight of 
his sizeable Chinese fan club, 
got the better of 

Nadal, who leads Federer 
by 2,370 points going into the 
home straight of a season in 
which the two old rivals have 
shared out the game’s biggest 
prizes, was unstoppable 
against Donaldson and 
needed only 54 minutes to 
prevail.

“It was a very quick match 
in all aspects,” Nadal, bidding 
to end a year on top for the 
fourth time in his career, said.

”If the year-end ranking 
happens, it will be, I think, a 
very important achievement 
for me.

“With so many years 
of difference I think it’s 
something very difficult. But 
there remains work to do.”

He last finished the year as 

world number one in 2013.
Federer shows no sign 

of giving up the chase but 
had to battle hard against 
Schwartzman -- letting slip 
a break in the first set to get 
dragged into a tiebreak.

The 36-year-old Swiss 
always had an extra shot in 
his locker though and, having 
taken the opener, broke serve 
straight away in the second set 
to move towards victory.

He finished off the contest 
with his 14th ace, setting 
up a third round clash 
against Ukraine’s Alexandr 
Dolgopolov.

“It was a good win, very 
happy with my first match,” 
Federer said. “I knew he 
was dangerous. I could have 
closed the first set out earlier 
but I started the second set 
very well.”

Spaniard Nadal, who like 

Federer has won the Shanghai 
title once, will face Italy’s 
Fabio Fognini next.

Eighth seed David Goffin’s 
hopes of qualifying for the 
ATP World Tour Finals 
suffered a blow when he lost 
7-6(4) 6-3 to Gilles Simon, 
while sixth seed Grigor 
Dimitrov had to save match 
points on the way to beating 
Ryan Harrison 3-6 6-3 7-6(6). 
(Reuters)

Shanghai Masters

Nadal, 
Federer 

ease through

Tiajin, China 

Five-time Grand Slam champion 
Maria Sharapova got off to a 

flying start at the Tianjin Open 
yesterday, as she raced past No.9 
seed Irina-Camelia Begu in her 

opening match, by the score 
of 6-4, 6-2. The former 

World No.1 had won 
both of her previous 

meetings with 
Begu in straight 

sets, and 
continued 

h e r 
head-

to-

head dominance of the Romanian 
in the first round in Tianjin, which 
finally began after rain washed out 
play on Tuesday.

Sharapova was thrilled to get 
the win after the delays. “It’s 
been a long wait for everyone, 
it hasn’t been easy,” she told the 
press after her win. “I had a first 
practice outdoors, and then I think 
it rained for 70 hours straight, 
unfortunately for the players.”

“The good thing about this 
tournament is it has indoors, 
it’s pretty state-of-the-art, and 
I trained at the National Tennis 
Centre as well, which was very 
impressive,” Sharapova continued. 
“So I was still able to maintain 

good practice sessions.”
Sharapova played 

aggressively off of 
her forehand side 
throughout the 

match, as is her custom, 
and though that shot won 
her numerous points with 

some stunning winners, a not 
unsubstantial amount of unforced 
errors came off of that wing as well.

For example, a forehand 
unforced error by Sharapova gave 
Begu the first break point of the 
match at 3-3, and the Romanian 
was handed the break via a double 
fault. But powerful forehands by 
the Russian in the next game led to 
a break of the Begu serve, evening 
the set again at 4-4.

Begu faltered in her next service 
game as well, losing the last four 
points to hand a one-set lead to the 
Russian, after Sharapova crushed 
a service return for an untouched 
winner on her first set point.

Sharapova finished the first set 
winning 83 percent of her first 
serve points, and it seemed that she 
would race through the remainder 
of the match once she broke for a 
2-0 lead in the second set, when a 
crosscourt forehand was returned 
outside the sidelines by Begu. 
(wtatennis)

Maria Sharapova sails by 
Begu in Tianjin opener

Victoria Park, Hong Kong

Samantha Stosur recovered 
from a set down to 

eliminate fourth seed 
Agnieszka Radwanska from 
the Prudential Hong Kong 
Tennis Open, winning 3-6, 
6-4, 6-0.

“I thought I was playing 
pretty well, and genuinely 
enjoying playing out 
here,” said the Australian 
afterwards. “I felt like as the 
match went on I kept getting 
better and better.”

She had to do it the hard way, 
though, dropping the first set 

to an impressive Radwanska, 
who turned defence into 
attack, winning the first break 
of the match. Though Stosur 
tried her hardest to hit back, 
the Pole’s serve was seemingly 
impregnable. Stosur came 
out battling at the start of 
the second set, but the No.4 
seed continued to dominate, 
breaking in the third game to 
extend her lead.

But the Australian broke 
straight back, using a 
blistering forehand to great 
effect, and held her serve to 
edge in front. (wtatennis)

Stosur stuns 
Radwanska
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