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Manama 

The final draft of the Gulf 
Construction Code has been 

completed and will be adopted at the 
local level, said a top Bahraini official 
yesterday. 

The move, Undersecretary of 
Commerce Affairs Nader Al Moayyed 
said, will support urban development 
in line with global developments in 
sustainable buildings.

He was inaugurating the World 
Standardization Day exhibition held 
under the slogan “Specifications make 
cities smarter”. The event is organised 
by Standardization & Metrology 
Directorate at the Bahrain Financial 
Harbour Gate.

“The Ministry is keen to participate 
with the countries of the world in 
celebrating the World Standardization 
Day which falls on the 14th of October 
of each year,” he added. 

He also confirmed that the Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce and Tourism 
has many successful local experiences 
towards smart cities, both at the level 
of national programmes such as 
energy efficiency for air conditioners 
or lamps, or Gulf programmes such as 
s requiring fuel efficiency for vehicles 
and energy efficiency for tires. 

Gulf Construction Code 
final draft ready: official

Undersecretary of Commerce Affairs opens World Standardization Day Exhibition

How will it impact you?
It is expected that the Code will 
apply to all new building and con-
struction projects that occur after 
it comes into effect – this will  
likely include the construction and 
development of schools, universi-
ties and other education facilities 
throughout the GCC States. (Clyde 
&Co)

What is it?
The Gulf Building Code (Code) is a uni-
fied regional code that will be applied 
to building and construction projects 
throughout the GCC States. The unified 
code will comprise of the following: the 
architectural, construction, fire, green 
buildings, renewable energy, mainte-
nance of buildings, mechanical and elec-
tricity codes.

What is the aim?
The Code primarily aims to protect the safety of building occu-
pants and support sustainable development in the GCC region 
whilst also achieving the highest level of quality in building and 
construction. The Code is also anticipated to contain significant 
provisions aiming to achieve reduced energy use, preserve herit-
age and enhance the Arab and Islamic identity of the people in 
the GCC region. The Code is also expected to contain a system 
for assessing sustainable green buildings in order to promote the 
protection of the environment, and global efforts to alleviate the 
consequences of carbon emissions and the greenhouse effect.

In picture, highlighs of the expo organised by  Standardization & Metrology Directorate at the Bahrain Financial Harbour Gate
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Uber has suspended its unlicensed UberPOP service in Norway’s
capital, Oslo. Several European capitals have banned the service,

while Uber recently lost its license to operate in London
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Gross bookings
Net revenue*
Net losses†

2015‡2014 2016 2017§

$10.0bn

$1.161bn

$2.932bn

$495.3m

$20.0bn

$6.5bn

$12.1bn

$1.684bn
$671.4m $2.8bn

$1.353bn

$3.25bn

*After paying drivers and driver incentives. †Includes operations, support,
promotions, price cuts, sales and marketing. 
‡First nine months – Q4 data unavailable. §Half-year results to June

May 2014:
Authorities
in Barcelona
shut down
Uber following
regulatory
problems
Dec: India’s
capital New
Delhi temporarily
bans Uber
following
accusations of
rape against
one of its drivers

Jun 2015:
UberPOP
banned in Paris,
France
Sep: Uber quits
U.S. state of
Alaska, pays
$78,000 fine
Oct: Bulgaria
Supreme
Court shuts
Uber – only
licensed taxi
services
allowed

 Feb 2016:
Australia’s
Northern
Territory bans
Uber
May: Uber’s U.S.
service in Austin,
Texas banned
for 12 months
Jul: Uber service
ruled illegal in
Hungary
Aug: Uber sells
its operation in
China

Feb 2017:
Uber suffers
two-month
suspension in
Taiwan
Apr: Italy blocks
Uber for one
month. Denmark
bans UberPop
Jul: Finland
bans UberPop
Sep: UK capital
London refuses
Uber’s request
for new licence

Death toll now
exceeds that of
October 2007, when
14 people died in
blazes that swept
southern California

Death toll now
exceeds that of
October 2007, when
14 people died in
blazes that swept
southern California
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Active fires
(As of Oct 11)
Contained

Mendocino: 1 Yuba: 1

Napa: 2

Sonoma: 9

Casualties
per county
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Wildfires that have ravaged northern California’s wine region have
killed at least 15 people and left more than 180 missing. The fires have

forced the evacuation of some 20,000 residents

Source: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Picture: AP © GRAPHIC NEWSSources: IHS Jane’s, LiveUAMap *Approximate boundaries shown

Turkey is sending troops across the border into Syria’s Idlib province
as part of a joint mission with Russia to monitor a de-escalation
agreement and clear the region of Al-Qaeda-linked extremists
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500 Turkish soldiers
to be stationed in
west, with Russian
troops in east. Most
of province under
control of former
Al-Qaeda affiliate
Tahrir al-Sham
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zones agreed
between Syrian
government and
moderate rebels*

Idlib

Afrin
Al-Bab

Manbij

Kobane

Syrian government
Turkey and allies

Rebel forces Kurdish militia
So-called Islamic StateTahrir al-Sham

TURKEY

SYRIA

IRAQ

120 miles
200km

JORDAN

Manama

Batelco has been announced as an Amazon 
Web Services (AWS) authorised channel 

and public sector reseller. 
Earlier this year, Batelco became an AWS 

partner with the partnership permitting 
Batelco to deliver AWS products and 
services in Bahrain. 

The AWS Global Channel Reseller 
Programme enables qualified partners to 
resell AWS services to both commercial and 
public sector end customers. The programme 
is designed for APN Consulting Partners 
who have built their AWS practice to include 
professional services and management of 
end customer AWS deployments, such as: 
System Integrators (SIs), Managed Service 
Providers (MSPs), Digital Agencies, and 
Value-Added Resellers (VARs).

As an authorised channel reseller, 
Batelco adds value to its customers through 
providing a number of benefits including, 
design, planning, implementation, system 
integration and management support.

Batelco Bahrain Chief Operations Officer 
Abderrahmane Mounir said that Batelco is 
focused on developing on its partnership 
with Amazon Web Services, and becoming 
an authorised channel and public sector 
reseller was a positive step that will allow 
Batelco to further support its customers’ 
needs.

“Batelco continues with its commitment to 
provide innovative services that are relevant 
to its diverse range of clients’ businesses and 
the links with AWS support our efforts and 
our commitment to our customers.”

Batelco recognised
as Amazon reseller

Batelco Bahrain Chief Operations Officer 
Abderrahmane Mounir 

Dubai

Bahrain’s Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority has 

called for boosting public-private 
partnership and collaboration 
for realizing the full potential of 
Information and Communications 
Technology’s (ICT) future in the 
region. 

“We at TRA are thankful for 
Huawei’s leadership on these 
issues, and look forward to 
continuing to work with them to 
build the future together,” said Dr 
Mohammed A. Al Amer, Chairman 
of the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority Bahrain. He 
was delivering a keynote speech at 
Huawei’s second annual Middle 
East Innovation Day. 

Held concurrently to the opening 
day of GITEX 2017, the Middle 
East edition of the global event was 

themed “Exploration, Lights the 
Way Forward”, and hosted a high-
profile panel of international and 
regional government and industry 
representatives.

Huawei ME Innovation Day 
is part of a global initiative to 
address pioneering issues in the 
world of ICT. The Middle East 
version continues to be an industry 
communications platform, 
accelerate the digitization process 
and position the Middle East as 
leading hub of global exploration.

The event featured a panel 
that included leaders and experts 
from Dubai Municipality, Smart 
City Expo World Congress in 
Barcelona, GSMA, Dubai Airports, 
Higher Colleges of Technology 
and Huawei Middle East. Their 
discussion focused on the role of 
ICT innovations, openness and  

perseverance in driving digital 
transformation and building 
sustainable knowledge-based 
economies in the region. 

“Huawei remains committed 
to driving the digital ecoystems, 
and to continue to push for active 
and open collaboration with 
local partners in order to serve 
the region’s national visions and 
deliver on the promise of digital 
transformation,” said Space Lee 
Vice President of Public Affairs 
and Communications, Huawei 
Middle East.

Another highlight of the 
Huawei ME Innovation Day was 
the launch of an insightful new 
research report titled, “National 
Transformation in the Middle 
East – A Digital Journey.” The 
joint Huawei-Deloitte white paper 
assesses the digital transformation 
initiatives being undertaken by 
government entities in the GCC 
region in the context of global 
trends. 

Private-public 
alliance key to
ICT development, 
says Dr Al Amer

Dr. Mohammed A. Al Amer,
TRA Chairman

The Innovation Day panel 
discusses the future of 
regional digitization in the 
public sector


