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Call for games watchdog   
to make children risk free
The existing standards of regulations don’t comply with Arab culture, says expert

• Mr AlTajer said 
that he had initiated 
a project which he 
volunteered to create 
gaming standards for 
the Middle East, but the 
project got side-tracked 
in less than a year.

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

To help parents decide if 
games are appropriate for 
their children, Bahrain 

should dedicate an organisation 

dedicated to rating video games 
with Bahraini culture in mind, 
an expert opined. 

Video games ratings tailored 
to Bahraini and Arab culture 
would immensely help parents 
decide what games they can al-
low their children to play, ac-
cording to Founder of Bahrain 
Game Developers and Manag-
ing Director of INFINITEWARE 
Ameen AlTajer.

The gaming expert who has 
been a prominent figure in game 
development and gaming com-
munity in Bahrain said that as 
gaming becomes more popular, 
the country may need to take 
such measures to help parents 
who may know little about gam-

ing and games.
He said that currently 

there are only two types of 
game standards - the Euro-
pean standard and the Amer-
ican standard. “However, 
these standards do not take 
into consideration the Mid-
dle Eastern culture.” 

“Culture and the norms in 
this region is different from 
the West and the Far East, so 
the standards needs tailored 
to the region and ratings 
should be devised.  

“There are different stand-
ards that we have towards 
nudity, profanity, blood and 
religion when compared 
to the West. So we need to 
adopt our own standards of 
rating. 

“At the same time I am 
not supporting country to 
censor what comes in. That 
would not be fair. I think it 
should be the parents who 
should be able to make this 
choice.  So what I endorse is 
not filtering data but to put 
rating on them so that par-
ents can easily decide if the 
game could be good or bad 
for their children.”

“The standards should be 
closely relevant to the place 
you come from and the cul-
ture a person belongs to. 
Internationally-accepted 
standards are not enough.

“Parents need something more 
relevant to the country and the 
culture. If there are such local 
ratings, it will be much easier 
for parents to decide. The whole 
responsibility lies with the par-
ents.”

Giving additional tips to par-
ents on how to ensure that chil-
dren do not play games that are 
inappropriate, he said, “Create an 
account on your android for your 
child and let them play games. 
Always associate this account to 
your account so you know what 
games they download. And if 
they download any bad games 
not suitable to your house, then 
you know what to do.”

Mr AlTajer said that he had 
initiated a project which he vol-
unteered to create gaming stand-
ards for the Middle East, but the 
project got side-tracked in less 
than a year.

“I wanted to create standards 
for the region but after starting 
my businesses, I completed half 
of it with help from some prom-
inent figures in the Middle East 
gaming community. But after 
launching my business, the pro-
ject got side tracked,” he said.

There are 
different 

standards that 
we have towards 
nudity, profanity, 
blood and religion 

when compared 
to the West. So we 
need to adopt our 
own standards of 

rating.
MR ALTAJER

A few games like the ‘Momo Challenge’ even led to many children committing 
suicides.  

The Philippines Embassy in cooperation with the Bahrain Financial Harbour, hosted a VIP Gala Night as part of the ‘Bahrain Through Our Eyes Exhibit’.  The event was held under the patronage of Shaikh Rashid bin Khalifa Al Khalifa at the Harbour 
Gate West Tower of the Bahrain Financial Harbour. Shaikh Rashid, Philippine Ambassador Alfonso A Ver, members of the diplomatic corps and the business community, as well as leaders and members of the Filipino community attended. The exhibit 
features various art works showcasing Bahrain, as seen through the lens of Filipino artists. The art works include paintings using oil, acrylic, water-based paint, charcoal and mixed media, as well as photography. The exhibit, which is part of the 
activities celebrating the 40th anniversary of bilateral relations between the Philippines and the Kingdom, will end today.

Bahrain through the lens

Iranian efforts 
to destabilise 
Bahrain rapped
Cairo

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Shaikh Khalid bin 

Ahmed Al Khalifa, partici-
pated in the 150th ordinary 
session of the Arab League 
Council at the ministerial lev-
el, which was held yesterday, 
at the Arab League’s head-
quarters in Cairo.

The Council of the Arab 
League passed a resolution 
condemning the continuing 
Iranian interference in the in-
ternal affairs of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, Iran’s support for 
terrorism, training of terror-
ists, smuggling of weapons 
and explosives and stirring up 
sectarian strife.

The resolution also stressed 
supporting the Kingdom in all 
its measures to fight terrorism 
and the terrorist groups in or-
der to maintain its security 
and stability.

The Council welcomes 
designating members of the 
so-called “Al Ashtar Bridges” 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain as 
terrorists, stressing that this 
stance reflects the determi-
nation of world countries to 
fight all forms of terrorism.

The Council further af-
firmed its support to a num-
ber of the Kingdom’s candi-
dacies for several posts at the 
United Nations and its spe-
cialized agencies.

During the meeting, they 
discussed ways to enhance 
joint Arab action, follow up 
the developments of the Pal-
estinian crisis and the Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict, and acti-
vate the Arab peace initiative. 

They discussed the latest 
developments in Syria and the 
importance of not intervening 
in the internal affairs of Syria. 
The meeting also discussed 
the latest developments in 
Libya, Yemen, Sudan, and 
other issues.

Shaikh Khalid also partic-
ipated in a special meeting 
attended by Arab foreign min-
isters on UNRWA status, on the 
sidelines of the 150th ordinary 
session of the Arab League at 
the ministerial level.

During the meeting, the 
Arab countries affirmed their 
positions to support the cen-
tral and developmental role 
played by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA). 


