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Battle on for last IS pocket
AFP | Sousa, Syria

Syrian fighters backed by 
artillery fire from a US-led 
coalition battled a fierce 

jihadist fightback yesterday as 
they pushed to retake a last mor-
sel of territory from the Islamic 
State group.

Mushrooming black clouds 
rose over the embattled jihadist 
holdout in eastern Syria, as mis-
siles and a warplane streaked 
through the sky.

More than four years after 
the extremists declared a “ca-
liphate” across large parts of 
Syria and neighbouring Iraq, 
several offensives have whittled 
that proto-state down to a tiny 
holdout.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces (SDF) on Satur-
day announced the final push 
to expel hundreds of diehard 
jihadists from that patch on the 
Iraq border.

“IS launched a counterattack 
on our forces and we are now 
responding with rockets, air 
strikes and direct clashes,” SDF 
spokesman Mustafa Bali told 
AFP Monday.

He said there were “dozens of 
SDF hostages held by IS” inside 
their last foothold, but denied 

reports of executions.
The Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights, a Britain-based 
monitor, said the alliance of 
Kurdish and Arab fighters had 
pressed on yesterday morning in 
the face of tough obstacles.

“The SDF are advancing 

slowly in what remains of 
the IS pocket” on the edges 
of the village of Baghouz, Ob-
servatory chief Rami Abdel  
Rahman said.

But landmines, IS snipers, and 
tunnels the extremists have dug 
out for their defence are hinder-

ing the advance, he said.  
Backed by coalition air strikes, 

the SDF alliance has been bat-
tling to oust the jihadists from 
the eastern province of Deir Ez-
zor since September.

Screening for jihadists
Since December, tens of 

thousands of people, most 
women and children related 
to IS fighters, have fled to SDF  
territory.

U S - b a c k e d  f o r c e s  h av e 
screened the new arrivals, weed-
ing out potential jihadists for 
questioning.

On Monday, dozens of co-
alition and SDF fighters were 
stationed at a screening point 
for  new arr ivals  f rom IS  
areas. 

Coalition forces stood over 
about 20 men who were crouch-
ing on the ground.

Some 600 people were able to 
reach SDF territory on Sunday 
after fleeing the fighting, the 
Observatory said.

The SDF -- which has said it 
expects the final offensive to 
be over in days -- announced 
Sunday that it had taken some 
40 positions from the jihadists 
following direct combat involv-
ing light weapons.

(L to R) French Major of the Wagram Task Force Francois-Regis Legrier explains 
military positions on a sand map to French Defence Minister Florence Parly, 
French General Jean-Marc Vigilant, US Army General Paul La-camera, and French 
ambassador to Iraq Bruno Aubert, at a French artillery forward operating base 
(FOB) near al-Qaim in Iraq’s western Anbar province opposite Syria’s Deir Ezzor 
region, a few kilometres away from the last scrap of territory held by IS

A gunner mans a machine gun at the back of a US Marine Corps V-22 Osprey 
flying near a French artillery forward operating base (FOB) near al-Qaim in Iraq’s 
western Anbar province opposite Syria’s Deir Ezzor region, a few kilometres 
away from the last scrap of territory held by IS

At least 99 dead after consuming 
toxic alcohol in northern India 
New Delhi, India

At least 99 people have died 
and scores have been hos-

pitalised in northern India after 
drinking toxic alcohol, trigger-
ing a crackdown against boot-
leggers, officials said yesterday. 

News of the deaths in the 
states of Uttar Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand has trickled in over 
the past three days, with police 
suspecting the moonshine had 
been cut with methanol.

Cheap, locally-made liquor 
is common in parts of rural In-
dia and bootleggers often add 
methanol -- a highly toxic form 
of alcohol sometimes used as an 
anti-freeze -- to their product to 
increase its strength.

If ingested in large quan-
tities, methanol can cause 
blindness, liver damage and  
death.

In one district of Uttar 
Pradesh 59 people had died 
after consuming toxic alcohol, 
police spokesman Shailendra 

Kumar Sharma said. 
In a neighbouring district a 

senior police officer said nine 
had died, adding that 66 sus-
pected bootleggers had been ar-
rested and samples of the liquor 
sent to a laboratory for testing. 

Police said at least 31 people 
died in neighbouring Uttara-

khand state and that two had 
been arrested on suspicion of 
supplying the liquor.

N e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t s 
said around 3,000 people 
linked with the illegal trade 
were arrested across Uttar 
Pradesh in the aftermath of 
 the tragedy.

Indian relatives of victims who died from toxic locally-made alcohol cry at 
Saharanpur Civil Hospital in Saharanpur in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh

Armoured van driver disappears with 1 million euros
Bobigny, France

The driver of an armoured 
cash delivery van disap-

peared outside Paris early on 
Monday along with an estimat-
ed one million euros, police 
sources said.

The 28-year-old man had 
stopped in front of a Western 
Union office at around 6:00 am 
(0500 GMT) in Aubervilliers, a 

suburb just north of the capital, 
and stayed behind the wheel 
as two of his colleagues went 
inside.

“When they came back out, 
the van and the driver were 
gone,” one of the sources said.

The van was found soon af-
terwards a few blocks away 
with its doors wide open, but 
the driver and the bags of cash, 
worth some $1.13 million, were 
nowhere to be found.

Loomis, the armoured van 
company, did not return calls 
seeking comment.
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The Board of Directors of GFH Financial Group (“GFH”) agreed in its meeting 
held on Monday, 11th February 2019 to recommend distributions as below, 
for the approval of the general assembly in its upcoming Ordinary General 
Meeting (OGM).  The distributions, which will apply to all shareholders 
registered as of the date of its OGM (the record date), will be recommended 
as follows:

• Cash dividends for all ordinary shares at a rate of 3.07% of par value at 
US$0.008 per share, of a total of US$30,000,000.

• Bonus shares for all ordinary shares at a rate of 5.64% of par value at 1 
share for every 17.7 ordinary shares held, and

• Extinguishment of treasury shares amounting to 7% of the issued 
capital subject to approval of the relevant regulatory authorities. 

GFH Board Recommendation  
for Distribution of Dividends 
for the Year Ended 31st December 2018


