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BARIA ALAMUDDIN

The European Parlia-
ment elections this May 
“promise to be the most 

calamitous that we have known,” 
a group of 30 leading intellectu-
als and Nobel laureates predict-
ed in a pro-European manifesto 
published last week. 

The contributors warn that 
Europe is “coming apart before 
our eyes” as a result of “the pop-
ulist forces washing over the 
continent.” Given the habitually 
low levels of participation in Eu-
ropean elections, right-wingers 
hope to mobilise their support-
ers and storm the corridors of 
power — despite their innate 
hatred of the EU’s democratic 
institutions and human rights 
norms. 

Unlike euroskeptics in the UK, 
the goal of mainland European 
right-wing populists isn’t to quit 
the EU, but to subvert it and take 
it over.

A couple of weeks ago, Italy’s 
hard-line Interior Minister Mat-
teo Salvini met leading Polish 
politician Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
after which they announced 
an “Italo-Polish axis” to bring 
about a “new European spring” 
in May’s elections. 

Hungary’s Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban hailed this initi-
ative and urged “anti-migration 
politicians” to hijack European 
institutions. 

“The Warsaw-Rome axis is 
one of the most wonderful de-
velopments of the year so far,” 
Orban declared, commenting 
that the elections were a chance 
to bid farewell “to liberal de-
mocracy.” 

Austria’s far-right Interior 
Minister Herbert Kickl last 
week signalled his readiness to 
upturn the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights to impose 

harsher procedures for asylum 
seekers. 

“I believe in the principle that 
law should follow politics and 
not the other way round,” he 
ominously stated. This coin-
cided with hundreds of dem-
onstrators in Vienna marching 
in opposition to the far-right 
coalition, chanting: “Don’t let 
Nazis govern.” 

Galvanised by the current US 
administration, many European 
states are today characterised by 
ascendant far-right populists, 
united by their hatred of the 
EU’s liberal blueprint. Erstwhile 
Donald Trump ally Steve Ban-
non has taken it upon himself 
to try and unite these various 
xenophobic European trends. 

Vladimir Putin also plays a 
major role in nurturing these 
movements, while unleashing 
his online trolls to sabotage 
democratic processes. 

When I speak to senior Eu-
ropean security officials, they 
warn that far-right terrorism is 
a principal threat to European 
stability, with a rapid increase in 
attacks and activism since 2016. 

The UK police’s most senior 

counter-terrorism officer issued 
a public warning last week about 
the surge in far-right terrorism, 
with four potential attacks by 
such groups foiled over the past 
year. 

He expressed concern that 
extreme-right violence had ap-
parently been bolstered by the 
tensions fuelled by Brexit.

An explosive new survey 
highlighted that every single 
murder committed by extrem-
ists in the US during 2018 was 
attributed to the far right, rep-
resenting a 35 per cent rise in 
American extremist violence 
from 2017. 

Nearly three-quarters of ex-
tremist murders in America in 
the past decade are linked to 
right-wing domestic terrorism. 

The UK has experienced 12 
far-right terrorist attacks since 
2017, including the Finsbury 
Park Mosque attack, where a 
far-right terrorist drove a van 
into a crowd of worshippers. 

The slaughter of 11 worship-
pers at a Pittsburgh synagogue 
last year was the most visible 
manifestation of an increase in 
attacks against American and 

European Jews, with the UK log-
ging an average 100 anti-Semitic 
incidents every month during 
2018. 

“There has been a real and 
significant increase in far-right 
terrorist activity, particularly in 
the last two years,” one senior 
researcher commented. 

The problem with these au-
thoritarian far-right forces isn’t 
just that their racist ideologies 
are so detestable, but that they 
are aggressively seeking to sub-
vert European institutions and 

deploy the democratic system 
against itself. 

Once these elements capture 
power — at local and national 
levels — they shatter democrat-
ic institutions through a thou-
sand different methods: Gerry-
mandering electoral processes, 
co-opting the judiciary and 
media, tearing up legislation, 
enriching themselves through 
corruption and Mafioso activ-
ities, purging opposition ele-
ments, and manipulating public 
opinion.

Moderate British MPs op-
posed to a hard Brexit have been 
subjected to harassment and 
intimidation from nationalist 
protesters outside Parliament, 
fuelling a toxic climate very 
much at odds to what those of 
us living in the UK are accus-
tomed to. 

In an indication of the main-
streaming of extreme-right 
ideology, a new study shows 
that more than 40 percent of 
European votes for the populist 
radical right come from women. 
These groups have historically 
been dominated by men. 

With Angela Merkel soon to 

stand down and Emmanuel Ma-
cron facing rebellion in France, 
right-wing regimes in Poland, 
Italy, Hungary and Austria hope 
to exploit the May elections to 
wrest the steering wheel of con-
tinental policy-making away 
from the French and Germans. 
If they succeed, 

Europe would shift from 
being a beacon of progressive 
liberalism to a hothouse for ex-
porting populist authoritarian-
ism around the world. If they get 
their way, autocrats like Rodrigo 
Duterte, Putin, Bashar Assad, 
Nicolas Maduro, Xi Jinping, Ali 
Khamenei and Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan will become the rule, not 
the exception. The implications 
are particularly glaring after the 
genocide of the Rohingya people 
and the mass internment of up 
to a million Uighur in China 
— with scarcely a glimmer of 
a response from the “civilised” 
world. 

With the populist  r ight 
poised to consolidate its con-
tinent-wide position, where is 
the centre ground’s vision for 
rejuvenating Europe’s liberal 
heritage, offering voters a pos-
itive and progressive vision 
to improve lives, rather than 
fostering hatred and divisions? 
Where is the moderate majority 
willing to speak up for liberal 
democracy and human rights?

The European intellectuals in 
their manifesto warn that en-
lightened citizens must act now 
“or perish beneath the waves 
of populism.” With much of 
the citizenry across the West 
scarcely conscious of the exis-
tential threat that the far right 
poses, can the civilised world be 
mobilised in time to prevent an 
anti-democratic coup in the Eu-
ropean elections and push back 
this global tide of xenophobia 
and hatred?

(Baria Alamuddin is an award-winning 
journalist and broadcaster in the 

Middle East and the UK. She is editor 
of the Media Services Syndicate and 
has interviewed numerous heads of 

state.)

THE STRONGEST OF ALL 
WARRIORS ARE THESE TWO – 
TIME AND PATIENCE.
LEO TOLSTOY, WAR AND 
PEACE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Will far-right hijack of EU elections 
finish off liberal democracy?

Right-wing regimes hope to wrest the steering wheel of  
EU policy-making away from the French and Germans

C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

Overcome challenges in the journey of life 

I have reached 31. I have lived on this earth for 
around 11,160 days. What has gone is more than 
what is left. Usually on my birthday, I must 

have an hour or two to sit alone and reflect what 
I have done so far in my life. I’ve always heard the 
phrase (aim high) or (think big) but I never gave it 
a thought, well now I have and this is what I want 
to share with you. 

We are brought to this life for a reason; each 
individual has a message to share with the world 
to make it a better place. The world is becoming 
a bad place with people being alive but not living 
because they did not take the time to self-reflect, to 
do their homework, and to know why they are here. 
What message they should share with the world?  

When we pass by the graveyard, we definitely 
feel sad for the people we lost, but you should also 
feel sad for all those beautiful ideas and potentials 
that should have been brought to the world at 
a certain era and time when these people were 
alive, but they did not deliver their message due 
to many reasons.

Moreover, it is our responsibility to find a mes-
sage that we came to this world to deliver some-
thing and it is our responsibility to share this with 
the world. If we fall short from delivering this mes-
sage then we will fail in participating to make the 
world a better place for the upcoming generations.

Think big because you are chosen to come to 
this world, aim high because the world needs you 

and humanity depends on you to live your life to 
the fullest. Your feelings matter, your goals matter, 

fights for them with bravery because no one will 
fill your unique place in the world except you. Hu-
manity cannot cut loose somebody God gave you an 
exact message to deliver and only you have to do 
that job. When you have this mindset of thinking 
big, it will not matter if you had a fight with a loved 
one or partner. 

Remember, we belong to a species that survived 
many years. We survived what dinosaurs failed to. 
Why are we stuck with trivial problems that ob-
stacles our journey? Our beautiful souls are much 
stronger than what we think … much stronger. 
Don’t let circumstances or people determine who 
you are. 

Mohammed Al Aradi

An explosive new survey 
highlighted that every 

single murder committed 
by extremists in the US 

during 2018 was attributed 
to the far right. 


