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Celebrating confluence of cultures 
Royal University for Women organises first International Cultural Festival  

His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received senior Royal Family members and 
officials, at the Gudaibiya Palace yesterday. HRH Premier asserted that achieving a better life for the citizens in various 
fields is a government priority, noting that empowering the Bahraini citizens and making them effective contributors 
to building and developing their nation are the goals of continuous efforts to build the Bahraini society. HRH the Prime 
Minister highlighted the importance of national cohesion in strengthening national unity and increasing national gains, 
in light of the Bahraini people’s dedication, giving and distinction. 

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister yesterday received the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, Don Pramudwinai, at 
Gudaibiya Palace. During the meeting, HRH the Crown Prince and the Minister of Foreign Affairs discussed bilateral 
relations between Bahrain and Thailand and reviewed areas of mutual interest.  

Many cultural activities were organised as part of the event. 

• The ceremony 
began with a speech 
by Dr David Stewart, 
President of Royal 
University for Women, 
during which he 
expressed the honour 
of having the patronage 
of Shaikha Mai. 
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Under the patronage of 
Shaikha Mai bint Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa, 

President of the Bahrain Au-
thority for Culture and Antiq-
uities and in cooperation with 
the ASEAN Bahrain Council, 
Royal University for Women 
held its first International Cul-
tural Festival at the University 
campus in Riffa. 

The event was attended by 
Shaikh Daij Bin Issa Al Khali-
fa, President of ASEAN Bahrain 
Council and Dr Shaikha Rana 
bint Isa Al Khalifa, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and a number 
of ambassadors and repre-
sentatives of the international 
communities in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. 

The ceremony began with 
a speech by Dr David Stewart, 
President of Royal University 
for Women, during which he 
expressed the honour of hav-
ing the patronage of Shaikha 
Mai. 

He said: “The Royal Uni-
versity for Women embraces 
many different communities 
and cultures from more than 
28 countries around the world. 
This is reflected in the aca-
demic faculty, administration 
and students, in which it is 
creating a kind of cultural, 
open sphere communication 
and an environment that en-
courages openness and toler-

ance among cultures.” 
He added: “Today, we cele-

brate our traditions, languages   
and history, and the atmosphere 
that the Kingdom has provided 
for coexistence and tolerance 
between cultures and religions. 
The Kingdom is the best exam-
ple of the unity of individuals in 
multiculturalism environment 
and its showing the best adop-
tion of the meaning of coexist-
ence since the creation of this 
land and through the many civi-
lisations that have passed on it.” 

The event witnessed huge at-
tendance from the public and 
enjoyable moments with many 
popular cultural events in the 
festival, including traditional 
dance performances of the Re-
public of Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Thailand and Indonesia, 
as well as traditional costumes of 
the Kingdom, Korea, Morocco, 
Yemen, Egypt and Malaysia, and 
live cooking of traditional cui-
sines of ASEAN countries includ-
ing Malaysia, Philippines and 
other participating countries.


