
“Umm Mustafa and sons” shop
An Iraqi woman’s effort to feed her sons, who are six and four, in the ruined metropolis of Mosul. At just 27 she is already a 
widow -- her husband was executed by the Islamic State group during its brutal three-year occupation of the city. 

AFP | Mosul, Iraq

Under the thumb of ji-
hadist rule they were 
deemed minors -- un-

able to do anything without 
permission from a father or 
husband -- but today women 
are establishing businesses  
in Iraq’s Mosul. 

In red letters “Umm Musta-
fa and sons” looms large over 
a modest grocery, standing 
out in a sea of shop facades 
daubed with male proprietors’  
names.

“At first some gave me evil 
looks, but I have no pension and 
I had no choice but to open my 
shop”, Umm Mustafa, dressed in 

black, said. 
At just 27 she is already a wid-

ow -- her husband was executed 
by the Islamic State group dur-
ing its brutal three-year occupa-
tion of the city. 

The jihadists seized control 
of Mosul in 2014, and the ruined 
metropolis was only wrested 
back by Iraq’s international-
ly-backed military a year and a 
half ago -- after months of some 
of the most brutal urban com-
bat seen anywhere since World 
War II. 

Located in the working class 
district of Al-Faruq, Umm 
Mustafa needs the shop’s in-
come to feed her sons, who are 

six and four. 
And despite locals’ initial as-

tonishment -- borne out of a 
conservative culture that long 
predated the jihadist interlude 
-- Umm Mustafa’s entrepre-
neurship has won over a loyal 
clientele.  

IS’ self-proclaimed caliphate 
had relegated Umm Mustafa and 
her female peers to the shadows 
-- forbidden from even leaving 
home in the Nineveh province 
capital, never mind speaking in 
public places.  

Storefront signage such as 
Umm Mustafa’s could never 
have been erected as they have 
today.

Head of the family

Nearly two thirds of young 
people in Iraq say they support 
the right of women to work, 
compared to only 42 per cent 
of older people, according to a  
UN survey.  

The same survey found only 
14pc of women work or actively 
seek employment, compared to 
73pc of men, while in the private 
sector, only two percent of em-
ployees are female. 

And unemployment, while 
officially at 10.8pc nationally, 
is higher in Nineveh and other 
provinces that were until recent-

ly plagued by fighting or under 
the control of IS.  

The bloody conflicts that have 
ravaged the country for nearly 
four decades -- beginning with 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war -- 
have killed and disabled hun-
dreds of thousands of people, 
and also triggered numerous 
divorces.  

As a result, one in ten Iraqi 
households is headed by a wom-
an nowadays, according to the 
UN.  

“Umm Mustafa’s self-reliance 
should be an example,” said Adel 
Zaki, a neighbour who comes to 
her shop regularly to buy choc-
olates or a bottle of fruit juice.

Fellow Mosul native Dania 
Salem did not have a pressing 
need to earn money.

But after fleeing home with 
her family to escape the advanc-
ing jihadists, she discovered her 
passion in Arbil, the capital of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The 23-year-old economics 
graduate worked at a florist 
there, where she learned to ar-
range fresh bouquets and create 
wreaths of synthetic flowers. 

After returning home to Mo-
sul, in August 2018 she opened 
a flower stall that is now in full 
bloom.

“For me, it was something of 
a challenge -- a way to improve 
women’s place in society, which 
has been changing a lot,” she 
said.      

‘A first step’
Since the jihadists were defeated 
in Mosul -- long a Middle East 
trade hub -- the city has under-
gone a cultural boom. 

More and more women are 
feeling their way into the public 
sphere, whether by finding work 
alongside male counterparts or 
by setting up their own firms.

“This shop is a first step and I 
have other plans for later,” Salem 
said, before returning to arrang-
ing her flowers.   For women’s 
rights activist Rim Mohammed, 
it is crucial that the state sup-
ports other women setting up 
their own businesses. 

“Their social rights must be 
assured, employment created 
and their place in cultural and 
political life guaranteed,” she 
told AFP.

Khalaf al-Hadidi, who runs 
Nineveh province’s planning 
department, said he takes this 
message on board. 

He said micro credits of be-
tween five and 10 million dinars 
($4,200 to $8,400, 3,700 to 7,300 
euros) will be granted to women, 
boys and girls as a priority.
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Umm Mustapha,a 27-year-old widow, rests with her sons in her grocery shop in Iraq’s northern city of Mosul

Chapo’s secret messages to his wife and lover revealed
New York, United States 

Prosecutors trying Joaquin 
“Chapo” Guzman opened an 

extraordinary window Wednes-
day into the intimate life of the 
Mexican drug lord as he plotted 
crime deals with his wife and a 
lover while doting on his twin 
daughters.

Jealous and paranoid, Guz-
man spied on both his beauty 
queen wife, Emma Coronel, and 
the lover, Agustina Cabanillas 
Acosta, using a surveillance sys-
tem installed in the encrypted 
Blackberries he gave them.

The FBI, it turns out, also had 
access to his communications, 
after recruiting the computer 
expert who installed the Flex-
iSpy surveillance system.

Read out in court, text messag-
es between Guzman and the two 
women recorded them discuss-
ing major cocaine shipments but 
also more mundane things, like 
the kids.

“Our Kiki is fearless,” Chapo 
jokes to his wife in one message 
in January 2012, referring to one 
of their twin daughters, Maria 
Joaquina, now seven. “I’m going 
to give her an AK-47 so she can 

hang with me.”
The 29-year-old Coronel, who 

married Guzman while still an 
adolescent, was in court as the 
messages were read out.

She listened with a serious 
expression, avoiding eye contact 
with anyone but her 61-year-old 
husband, who waved to her sev-
eral times.

Little queens and the Wild Beas

Chapo’s nickname for his wife 
was “Reinita Coronel,” or “RC” 
and the girls were “reinitas,” or 
little queens in Spanish.

The couple discuss the chil-
dren, a $12,000 watch he gave 
her that she wanted to return, 

and a drug shipment across the 
border that Coronel’s father is 
involved in. She also asks him for 
money for plastic surgery.

Guzman, whose trial began 
two months ago, faces life in 
prison if convicted of smug-
gling 155 tonnes of drugs into the 
United States as the head of the 
Sinaloa cartel. He was extradited 

to the United States nearly two 
years ago after twice escaping 
from prison in Mexico.

While on the run, he was near-
ly captured in Los Cabos, a Mex-
ican resort town, on February 22, 
2012, escaping minutes ahead of 
the police.

The same day he sent a text 
to Emma, asking her to quickly 

send him two pair of black shoes, 
jeans, shampoo -- and “black ink 
for the moustache.”

Although Guzman escaped, 
three others were captured, 
including Cabanillas, his lover 
and partner in crime who was 
known as “Fiera,” Spanish for 
Wild Beast. The text messages 
read out in court suggest she was 
particularly close to him.

They discuss the formation of 
two companies -- a chemical fer-
tilizer business in German and 
citrus firm in Ecuador -- with 
the aim of exporting drugs to 
“Europe, Canada, Australia and 
also the United States.” In an-
other exchange they talk about 
buying between 630 and 700 
tonnes of cocaine in Belize.

They address each other as 
“Love” in the texts. The evi-
dence shows she had liposuction 
performed at his expense.

“I adore you,” Guzman tells 
her. “You are the most important 
person to me.”

But in a text to a friend, Caba-
nillas dismisses Guzman as 
an “idiot.” “I don’t trust these 
BlackBerries, the ones he gives 
me over here, because the bas-
tard can locate me.”

This evidence undated photo released by the US Department of Justice shows 
Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman (L), according to the department.

The wife of Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, Emma Coronel Aispuro, arrives at the 
US Federal Courthouse in Brooklyn


