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US woman in coma gives 
birth at care facility

Los Angeles, United States

Arizona police said Wednes-
day they have opened a 

sex assault investigation after 
a woman who has been in a 
coma for more than a decade 
gave birth to a baby boy at a 
nursing facility in Phoenix.

The San Carlos Apache 
Tribe, the Native American 
tribe to which the woman be-
longs, said in a statement that 
she “has been in a persistent 
vegetative state and coma for 
over a decade” and gave birth 
“while still in a coma.” 

To find the possible assail-
ant, police in the southwestern 
US state are comparing DNA 
samples from the baby with 
male employees at the Hacien-
da Del Sol care center, where 
the 29-year-old woman was a 
patient.

The mother and baby are 
“recovering” after being taken 
to a local hospital soon after 
the December 29 birth, ac-

cording to police.  
“When you have a loved one 

committed to palliative care, 
when they are most vulnerable 
and dependent upon others, 
you trust their caretakers,”  
the chairman of the woman’s 
Apache tribe Terry Rambler 
said. “Sadly, one of her caretak-
ers was not to be trusted and 
took advantage of her.”

“I am deeply shocked and 
horrified at the treatment of 
one of our members,” he said. 

The CEO of the nursing facil-
ity resigned this week follow-
ing the scandal, according to a 
statement sent to media.

A lawyer for the woman’s 
family said the infant “has 
been born into a loving fami-
ly and will be well cared for,” 
according to the New York 
Times. 

“The family obviously is 
outraged, traumatized and in 
shock by the abuse and neglect 
of their daughter at Hacienda 
Healthcare.”

Iran confirms arrests of 
US military veteran

Tehran, Iran

Iran on Wednesday con-
firmed a US media report 

that an American military vet-
eran had been arrested last 
year, but denied he had been 
badly treated. 

“A US citizen called Michael 
White was arrested some time 
ago in Mashhad and the US 
government was informed of 
this in the first days of the ar-
rest through the US interest 
section in Tehran,” said for-
eign ministry spokesman Bah-
ram Ghasemi on his Telegram 
channel. 

White, 46, from Imperial 
Beach, California, was arrest-
ed in July after visiting his 
girlfriend in Iran’s second city 
Mashhad, his mother told The 
New York Times this week. 

The US State Department 
said Tuesday it was “aware 
of reports” of his detention 

but declined to release details, 
citing privacy considerations.

Ghasemi said reports in the 
US media that White was being 
held in poor conditions were 
“false and are strongly denied”. 

“The case of this person is 
being handled by the relevant 
authorities and at the conclu-
sion of this process they will 
issue the necessary informa-
tion,” Ghasemi said. 

US interests are handled by 
the Swiss embassy in Tehran, 
as the two countries have not 
had diplomatic relations since 
1980. White joins at least three 
other US citizens, two of them 
of Iranian descent, in being 
detained in Iran.

Relations between Iran and 
the US deteriorated sharply 
last year when President Don-
ald Trump withdrew from an 
international accord on Iran’s 
nuclear program and re-im-
posed sweeping sanctions.

US Navy veteran Michael White

Seal invasion
Ottawa, Canada

A Canadian Atlantic coast 
town asked for help from 

the federal fisheries depart-
ment on Wednesday to help 
get rid of some 40 stranded 
seals wreaking havoc, and 
blocking roads and doors to 
homes and businesses.

The animals became stuck 
in the town of Roddick-
ton-Bide Arm, Newfoundland 
after nearby waters suddenly 
froze over nearly a week ago, 
preventing their return to the 
ocean. Because it is illegal to 
interfere with marine mam-
mals under Canadian law it 
has led to some awkward face 
offs with the unyielding seals. 

Two have been accidentally 
struck by 
c a r s 
at 

night, and several townsfolk 
have expressed concerns to lo-
cal media that the chubby, big-
eyed beasts may soon starve 
without access to food.

“We’re seeing them more 
lethargic, they’re not moving 
as fast,” Roddickton-Bide Arm 
mayor Sheila Fitzgerald told 
The Northern Pen newspaper. 
“It’s really disheartening for 
people to watch these animals 
suffer.”

The Roddickton-Bide Arm 
town council raised the issue 
at a regular municipal meeting 
Tuesday night, and resolved to 
ask the Department of Fish-
eries and Ocean to intervene. 

“They’ve been saying let na-
ture take its course, but it’s 
been almost a week,” Fitzger-
ald said. “If they could find 

their way out, they would 
have found their way al-

ready.”
Ac c o rd -

ing to ma-
rine bi-
ologists, 
the seals 
l i k e l y 

became diso-
riented after a 
rapid freezing of 

the nearby bay, and 
moved inland instead 

of toward open wa-
ters.
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Xi hopes US, NKorea 
will ‘meet halfway’

Seoul, South Korea

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping offered North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 

Un firm backing in deadlocked 
nuclear talks with the United 
States, insisting the two sides 
should meet “halfway”, state 
media said yesterday. 

Kim visited Beijing by train 
this week for two days of talks 
that reasserted China’s role in 
the process, and were seen as a 
strategy session ahead of a sec-
ond summit between the North 
Korean leader and US President 
Donald Trump.

At their first meeting in Sin-
gapore in June, Kim and Trump 
signed a vaguely worded doc-
ument with Kim pledging to 
work towards the “denucleari-
sation of the Korean peninsula”.

But progress has since stalled 
with Pyongyang and Washing-
ton -- which stations 28,500 
troops in South Korea -- disa-
greeing over what that means.

North Korea wants relief 
from the multiple sets of sanc-
tions imposed on it over its 
nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missile programmes.

Xi said he “hopes that the 
DPRK and the United States will 
meet each other halfway” ac-

cording to China’s state news 
agency Xinhua, using the in-
itials of the North’s official 
name.

Xi “spoke highly of the pos-
itive measures taken by the 
DPRK side”, it added.

Kim “raised concern” about 
the impasse in talks with the US, 
according to Pyongyang’s offi-

cial KCNA news agency, which 
said the Chinese leader had is-
sued a ringing endorsement of 
the North’s position.

“Xi Jinping said that the legit-
imate issues raised by the DPRK 
are rightful demands and that 
he fully agrees that the DPRK’s 
reasonable interests should be 
justly resolved,” it said.

North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (2nd L) and his wife Ri Sol Ju (L) posing with 
China’s President Xi Jinping (2nd R) and his wife Peng Liyuan (R) at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing.

Suitcase full of cash stolen 
from Mugabe, court hears
Harare, Zimbabwe

A s u i t c a s e  c o n t a i n i n g 
$150,000 in cash was sto-

len from ousted Zimbabwean 
president Robert Mugabe, a 
court in Harare has heard.

The three accused -- which 
include Constancia Mugabe, 
50, a relative of the president 
-- appeared before Chinhoyi 
magistrates court on Wednes-
day, state media reported.

Constancia Mugabe had 
keys to Mugabe’s rural house 
in Zvimba, outside Hara-
re, allowing the others, who 

were employed as cleaners, to 
gain full access to the prop-
erty when the theft occurred 
sometime after December 1 
last year.

“Johanne Mapurisa bought 
a Toyota Camry... and a house 
for $20,000 after the incident,” 
state prosecutor Teveraishe 
Zinyemba said. “Saymore 
Nhetekwa also bought a Hon-
da... and livestock which in-
cluded pigs and cattle for an 
undisclosed amount.”

The three accused were 
bailed and are due back in 
court on January 24. 

Founder of South 
Korean ‘spycam’ 
porn site jailed
Seoul, South Korea

The female co-founder 
of South Korea’s largest 

porn site has been jailed fol-
lowing months of mounting 
public fury over the spread 
of secretly filmed spycam 
pornography.

Tens of thousands of 
women have rallied in re-
cent months against the 
growing phenomenon of 
spycam videos, known in 
Korean as “molka”, which 
mostly involve men film-
ing women without their 
consent in toilets, changing 
rooms and in public.

Soranet -- which had 
more than a million us-
ers until it was shut down 
in 2016 amid widespread 
outrage -- carried thou-
sands of such clips among 
reams of other X-rated  
content.

The site’s female own-
er, surnamed Song, was 
sentenced to four years in 
prison and fined 1.4 billion 
won (US$1.25 million) on 
Wednesday for aiding and 
abetting the distribution of 
obscene material, includ-
ing sex videos featuring  
minors.

Ghosn suffers fever
Tokyo, Japan

Ex-Nissan chief Carlos 
Ghosn has been suffer-

ing from a high fever and was 
unable to meet investigators 
for questioning yesterday, 
local media said, citing his  
lawyers.

The 64-year-old auto ty-
coon, who emerged in public 
on Tuesday for the first time 
since his November arrest, 
has been ill since Wednesday 
night and needed some time to 
rest, according to several local 
news outlets.

His lawyer was not available 
for immediate comment.

According to the Nikkei 

daily, a doctor who examined 
him said Ghosn “required rest 
and was unfit for interviews 
(by prosecutors) and meetings 
(with his lawyers and consular 
visitors)”.


