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Rajab, the General 
Directorate said, post-

ed on 31 March 2015 
images of bodies again 

claiming that they 
were the consequences 

of the war in Yemen, 
while they were images 

of incidents in Gaza 
Palestine.

Bahrain, Oman affirm growing ties 
TDT | Manama

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Shaikh Khalid 
bin Ahmed bin Mo-

hammed Al Khalifa yesterday 
hailed the strong bilateral ties 
bonding Bahrain and Oman in 
all fields. 

The minister said this while 
holding a meeting with Min-
ister Responsible for Foreign 
Affairs of the Sultanate of 
Oman, Yusuf bin Alawi bin  
Abdullah. 

Bin Alawi arrived in Bah-
rain yesterday with the GCC 
Secretary- General  Dr Ab-
d u l  L a t i f  b i n  R a s h i d  A l  
Zayani. 

Shaikh Khalid reaffirming the 
depth and strength of the broth-
erly relations between Bahrain 
and the Sultanate of Oman also 
expressed his keenness to en-

hance bilateral cooperation and 
coordination on issues of mutual 
concern.

The efforts, the minister said, 
will help meet the aspirations of 

the two countries and brotherly 
peoples in all fields, wishing the 
Sultanate of Oman every success 
in presiding the current session 
of GCC.

Bin Alawi expressed pride in 
visiting the Kingdom affirming 
that the brotherly relations be-
tween the two countries and the 
two brotherly peoples are strong 

on all levels.
The two sides also discussed a 

number of issues related to joint 
GCC action and developments on 
the regional and international 

arenas. 
Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) Secretary-General, Dr 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani 
was also present.

Shaikh Khalid receiving Minister Responsible for Foreign Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman, Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah

The Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism Zayed R. Alzayani meeting with a German Business delegation headed by Roland 
Meissner. They reviewed a number of issues, focusing on the joint economic relations between Bahrain and Germany and ways 
to enhance them and activate joint agreements between the private sector in both countries. The Minister also highlighted the 
important role played by the private sector in consolidating mutual relations and increasing trade volume.

A gathering was organised at 
Sakhir on Tuesday in honour of 
the visiting SSG officials from 
Pakistan Army. The chief guest 
was SSG GOC Major General 
Tahir Masood Bhutta. Lt.Col. 
Sikandar Hayat of BNG & Lt.Col. 
Umair Bangash graced as the 
Guest of Honors. BNG and SSG 
officials and leading community 
members were in attendance. 
The programme was organised by 
Ahmed Nawaz, Majid Khan, Sajid 
Butt, Awais Akram, Falak Sher & 
Jamil Khan.

Rajab posted false, malicious tweets
TDT | Manama

The General Directorate of 
Anti-corruption and Eco-

nomic and Electronic Crimes 
yesterday clarified in a state-
ment said that the “false and 
malicious tweets” made by  Na-
beel Rajab do not fall within the 
freedom of expression guaran-
teed by Bahrain’s constitution. 

The statement was made in 
response to a call made by the 
Office of the High Commission-
er for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
on January 4 regarding the 
“immediate and unconditional 
release” of Nabeel Rajab. 

Rajab is currently serving a 
five-year sentence on charges 
of “releasing false news during 
wartime and publicly insulting 
brotherly states and the Minis-
try of Interior. 

The directorate pointed out 
that in March 2015, Rajab post-
ed false news and rumours to 
his followers harming the op-
erations of the Bahraini armed 

forces and the forces of broth-
erly countries during a time 
of war.  

“For example, on 26 March, 
he posted images of bodies 
claiming they were the con-
sequence of the war in Yem-
en, while in reality, they were 
images of incidents in Idlib in 
Syria that were published on 23 
September 2014,” the statement 
on Bahrain News Agency said. 

Rajab, the General Directo-

rate said, posted on 31 March 
2015 images of bodies again 
claiming that they were the 
consequences of the war in 
Yemen, while they were images 
of incidents in Gaza Palestine.  

He re-tweeted tweets and 
attached with them images 
of wounded people, claiming 
that hundreds of inmates in 
the Jaw prison had suffered 
fractures and hundreds were 
bleeding from their heads be-
cause of physical attacks and  
torture. 

Rajab also insulted the Min-
istry of Interior and the Gener-
al Directorate of Reformation 
and Rehabilitation through his 
tweets.  

An investigation proved his 
hand in the tweets which re-
sulted in taking the required 
legal steps by the Public Prose-
cutor, the statement said. 

He was arrested and the elec-
tronic devices that he was using 
to post the tweets on his ac-
count were seized. 

MOFA signs deal with Representatives Council
TDT | Manama 

A Memorandum of Under-
standing was signed yes-

terday between the Diplomat-
ic Institute of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Center 
for Parliamentary Studies and 
Training at the Representatives 
Council.

The deal aims at organ-
ising joint courses as well 
as enhancing training and 
exchange of  information 
with the Representatives  
Council.

Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Dr 
Shaikha Rana bint Isa bin 
Daij Al Khalifa, and Secretary 
General of the Representa-
tives Council, Advisor Rashid 
Mo h a m m e d  B o u n e j e m a , 
signed the deal at a ceremo-
ny held at the Representatives  
Council. 

The MoU, Bounejema said, 
comes in line with the aspi-
rations and directives of the 

Council’s Speaker, Fawzia Bint 
Abdullah Zainal, towards more 
consolidation and deepening of 
partnership between the Parlia-
ment and various specialized 
bodies in the field of training 
and rehabilitation. 

The MoU reflects the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs’ keenness 
to enhance fruitful cooperation 
with all state institutions un-
der the reform approach of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa.

Officials during the deal signing

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr Shaikha Rana bint Isa bin Daij Al Khalifa during a 
meeting with a delegation from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya. The delegation 
was led by Kuwait-based Ambassador of the Republic of Kenya to the Kingdom of Bahrain, Ali Abbas and 
accompanied by Ambassador Michael O. Oyugi, Director, Diaspora and Consular Affairs at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya, and their accompanying delegation. During the meeting, Dr 
Shaikha Rana reviewed bilateral relations between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Republic of Kenya and 
ways of propelling them to broader levels.
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The dog was hiding 
in fear while dying of 
injuries. Finally, the 
dog was found and 

brought to the clinic 
to be treated. It was 

only then that we 
realised the extent of 
the wounds and that 
they were extremely 

severe

FATHIYA AL BASKATHI
FOUNDER OF BAHRAIN STRAYS

Mindless Cruelty 
Horrendous attack by schoolboys in Sehla makes a stray dog breathe his last 

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

Cruelty against animals 
continues to remain as a 
concern in the Kingdom, 

with the latest incident being 
the story of a brutal assault on a 
stray dog in Sehla. 

More shocking was the fact 
that the culprit here allegedly 
was a group of schoolboys. 

The shocking account of 
the animal cruelty emerged as 
eyewitnesses came forward 
describing how a stray dog in 
Sehla was beaten and stoned to  
death. 

According to sources, the boys 
frequently hurt the dogs in the 
area and in this instance caused 
a fatal injury. 

A woman, who witnessed the 
attack reported the incident to 
an NGO, who in turn tried to save 
the dog’s life. 

Fathiya  Al Baskathi,  the 
founder of Bahrain Strays, told 
Tribune that the woman re-
ported the incident earlier this 
week.

“Two days ago a young wom-
an called me and told me that 
a dog was in a bad state after 
being beaten up and stoned. 

“She said that the dog was 
left to die and that she wanted 
someone to help save its life. 

“When we went there, the dog 
was not there and we searched 
for two days. 

“The dog was hiding in fear 
while dying of injuries. Finally, 
the dog was found and brought 
to the clinic to be treated,” she 

told Tribune. 
“It was only then that we re-

alised the extent of the wounds 
and that they were extremely 
severe. 

“The dog succumbed to its 
injuries last night and the lady 
who helped us with this dog 
didn’t take the news too well 
and was crying inconsolably. 

“The doctor told us that the 
dogs suffered numerous inju-
ries,” she told Tribune. 

Al Baskathi said that there are 
unconfirmed reports that the 

dog was also run over by a car 
driven by a teacher. “I was later 
told by a student of the school 
that one of the teachers there 
ran over the dog which probably 
also contributed to the injuries. 
The child said he does not know 
if this was an intentional act.”

Al Baskathi told Tribune that 
she plans to meet the headmas-
ter of the school soon. “Sadly the 
school is closed until 21st. We 
found that there are two other 
weak dogs near that school and 
want to save them from being 

tortured as well.” 
According to her, this is not 

an isolated incident. “There 
are many stories like this, the 
amount of torture that happens 
is shocking.”

She said that after speaking to 
some of the people in the area, 
“I learned that those particular 
group of kids have a habit of 
torturing dogs for fun.”

“These cases are not isolated 
to this area, I have many stories 
from various villages where kids 
are seen hurting dogs, “ she said.

Workshop on Artificial 
Intelligence award held
TDT | Manama 

A workshop was held at 
Bahrain Polytechnic to 

introduce the second edition 
of Khalid bin Hamad Award 
for Innovation in Artificial In-
telligence award. 

The move follows the direc-
tive of HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa,  the First 
Deputy Chairman of the Su-
preme Council for Youth and 
Sports and President of Bah-
rain Athletics Association. 

The award ceremony will be 
organised in March by Bahrain 
Polytechnic in cooperation 
with Microsoft and Al Moayed 
Computers.

The workshop, titled “Let’s 

Innovate the Future”, was at-
tended by committee mem-
bers, information technology 
professors, artificial intelli-
gence enthusiasts and repre-
sentatives from Microsoft and 
Al Moayed Computers. 

 The attendees were briefed 
about the second edition of the 
competition and the registra-
tion criteria. 

Students’ projects in the pre-
vious edition of the competi-
tion were also displayed in the 
workshop.

T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s 
launched by HH Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa last May 
as part of His Highness’s initi-
atives to develop the youth in 
the fields of science.

‘Sustainability Week’
TDT | Manama 

Electricity and Water Affairs 
Minister Dr Abdulhussain 

Mirza will participate in the 
2019 Sustainability Week, be-
ing held under the patronage 
of Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Dep-
uty Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces in Abu 
Dhabi. 

The event is the largest gath-
ering of sustainability in the 
Middle East and aims at ex-
ploring the most prominent 
social trends in sustainable 
development. It is being held 

along with the Future Energy 
and Water Summit and the 
Zayed Award for Future En-
ergy event. Representatives 
from 175 countries around the 
world, including more than 
300 speakers and 180 minis-
ters, will attend. 

Dr Mirza said Bahrain’s 
preparation for the event 
comes from the government’s 
keen interest in its role to pro-
mote sustainable development 
efforts around the world. Dr 
Mirza will also participate 
in the ninth meeting of the 
General Assembly of the In-
ternational Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA).

Pakistan School celebrates 50 successful years of excellence 
TDT | Manama

Pakistan school celebrated 
completing 50 successful 

years by holding an elaborate 
ceremony at its school grounds 
in Isa Town on 28 December 
2018. 

Afzaal Mahmood, the Ambas-
sador of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan was the chief guest of 
the event which kicked off at 
3.30pm. 

Bahraini parliamentarians Dr 
Sawsan M. Kamal, Basem Abdul-
lah Almujadami, Khalid Saleh 
Ahmed buanaq, Muhammad 
Alseesi Al by Ainain and Isa Al 
Qazi were the guests of honour. 

Parliamentarians Mohd Al Sisi 
al Bu Ainain, Khalid Saleh bu 
Anq, Dr. Susan Kamal and Isa 
Al Qadhi, Mal Allah Shaheen, 
Member municipal council Isa 
Town and Mohammad Bassem 

al Majdami were also present.
Afzaal Mahmood, the Ambas-

sador of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, congratulated the 
school administration, teachers 
and students for their role in 
the great heights scaled by the 
school. 

Medals were awarded to the 
position holders of Board Ex-
ams and students of Junior and 
middle sections who excelled in 
final exams.

Certificates of appreciation 
were distributed among all the 
faculty and admin staff of Isa 
Town and Manama schools in 
recognition of their services. 
Selected staff members were 
awarded shields and apprecia-
tion certificates for their exem-
plary performances.

Various cultural programmes 
were held during the event.

Suspects are prosecuted based 
on their crimes: Ministry
Manama 

Referring to the reports 
of the arrest of terrorists 

with links to a fugitive, the 
General Directorate of Crimi-
nal Investigation and Forensic 
Science yesterday made clear 
that they were convicted after 
taking legal actions. 

Suspects, the Ministry said, 
are prosecuted based on their 
crime and not on the basis of 
their family’s personal rela-
tions.  

The three convicts whose 
names were mentioned in the 
media based on their links to 

fugitive convict Ahmed Al-Wa-
daei are Hajer Mansoor Ali, 
51. She is serving a three-year 
jail term for planting a fake 
bomb to create terror among 
citizens and residents and for 
disturbing security and gen-
eral order. Mahmood Mar-
zooq Hassan Ali, 32. He is also 
serving a three-year jail term 
for planting a fake bomb to 
create terror among citizens 
and residents and for disturb-
ing security and general order. 
Nazar Naama Baqer Al-Wa-
daei, 21. He is serving a 10-year 
jail term for a case of arson and 
the making and possession of 
bombs.

In pictures, highlights of the event 

The dog injured in the attack, when it was found 


