
Istanbul

On his to-do list for his trip to Istanbul, 
Palestinian tourist Jameel wants to 

visit the Blue Mosque and take a tour on 
the Bosphorus, like any other tourist. 

But he has one more, less conventional 
purpose -- to have 1,500 strands of hair 
implanted one by one, in an increasingly 
popular anti-hair loss treatment in the 
Turkish metropolis. 

With over 300 clinics specialised 
in hair transplant alone, Istanbul is 
becoming a growing hub in the industry, 
attracting patients from all over the 
world but mainly from the Middle East 
and the Gulf. 

Experienced surgeons, advanced 
technology and relatively low prices are 
a plus for many tourists. And its growth 
in the last couple of years has come as a 
boon for a city where foreign tourism has 
fallen drastically since a spate of terror 
attacks in 2016.

“I came to Turkey for the hair 
transplant and a bit of tourism. Turkey 
has an excellent reputation when it comes 
to hair implants,” 27-year-old Jameel 
said, speaking to AFP after the surgery at 
an Istanbul hospital, on condition of not 
using his full name.

Faisal Abu Ahmad, from Saudi Arabia, 
said his uncle underwent the treatment 
in Turkey and so he followed suit.

“Rapid hair loss pushed me to undergo 
the operation. I started getting bald 
spots,” he said. 

Symbol of Istanbul 
At the tourist hubs of Istanbul such as 
Taksim Square, it is hard to miss the men 
wandering around with shaved heads 
and bandages after their operations, 
proudly sporting the branded headbands 
of their clinics.

They have become so ubiquitous that 
residents of Istanbul joke that a man with 
a bandaged head could be the city’s new 
symbol.

“Prices are very, very attractive. 
However, the second most critical 
element is the quality of this treatment,” 
said Talip Tastemel, the general manager 
of Clinic Expert.

“Turkey is very advanced in cosmetic 
surgeries and hair transplantation, so the 
patients are buying a very high quality 
treatment at a quarter of the normal cost” 
in some other countries.

Package offers for foreign patients 
include pickup from the airport, hotel 
accommodation, the surgery itself and 
tourism.

Around 1,200 euros ($1,312) would 
get a patient three days in Istanbul and 
a top quality medical treatment, whereas 
the same surgery could cost up to 6,000 
euros in Europe, or only slightly less in 
the Middle East.

The operation is carried out with 
Follicular Unit Extraction (FUE) where 
tiny hairs are taken out one by one from 
areas where the patient still has hair like 
the nape of the neck.

After the harvesting, they are implanted 
in the areas where the patient has lost 
hair. The procedure takes around eight 
to 10 hours, while the tiny transplanted 
hairs can take weeks or months to take 
root and grow.

Bucking the trend
Emre Ali Kodan, consultant for the 
Health Tourism Association, said 5,000 
foreign patients undergo hair transplants 
in Turkey every month, with the vast 
majority coming from the Middle East 
and the Arabian Peninsula, including 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar.

“We are setting our sights on a 
10-percent increase in hair transplant 
alone (in 2017). It would not be a 
dream to reach up to 6,500 patients a 
month,” he told AFP.

“Patients from Greece, Italy and 
Russia are also showing interest.” 

“Despite the decline in the tourism 
sector in 2016, we see a five-percent 
growth in health tourism, based on 
statistics,” Kodan said, adding that the 
aim was to achieve up to seven billion 
dollars in revenue this year. 

Tastemel said the hair treatment 
sector was showing a resilience lacking 
in other branches of the tourism 
sector, which saw revenues plummet 
more than 17 percent in the first three 
months of this year compared to the 
same period in 2016.

“Even when there were problems in 
the tourism industry it didn’t affect the 
medical tourism domain very much,” 
he said.

“We kept doing a high number of 
operations even during the crisis period.”

‘Cars, watches and hair’
A pharmacist himself, Jameel said he 
tried many medicines to stop hair loss 
but they didn’t work.

“At this age, losing your hair has a big 
impact on your looks.

“That’s why when you lose it, you 
start looking for solutions to fix this hair 
problem,” he said.

Tastemel said men need to be proud 
of their hair. 

“To be honest, men don’t have many 
accessories to present themselves with. It 
is mainly our cars, our watches and our 
hair at the end of the day,” he said. 

“We are not able to use make-up.
“The look that we have comes mainly 

from our hair, so 
when you lose it, it is like 
something is taken from you.”

Clinic Expert offers a range 
of cosmetic surgeries but hair 
transplants are its main business 
and Tastemel said success rates 
tended to be good.

“In medicine you cannot 
guarantee a result, you can expect 
some failures occasionally, but 
in hair transplantation this is at 
the very minimum,” Tastemel said. 

“Anybody who does this in a decent 
clinic with a decent doctor, and a 
decent technique should expect 
100-percent success.” (AFP)
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Turin

A stunning Dani Alves volley helped Juventus stroll 
into their second Champions League final in three 

years yesterday as a 2-1 win on the night completed a 
4-1 aggregate victory over outclassed Monaco.

Brazilian wing-back Alves’s 25-yard strike 
followed Mario Mandzukic’s opener for the 

treble-chasing Italian champions as any 
semblance of a contest was snuffed out by 
half-time.

Teenage superstar Kylian Mbappe pulled 
a goal back for the principality club after the 
break, his sixth of the competition.

But there was never any realistic 
prospect of them threatening to overturn 

a 2-0 deficit from last week’s first leg.
It will be the ninth time Juventus, 

runners-up in 2015, have contested the 
final of Europe’s elite club competition.

And on this evidence, Massimiliano 
Allegri’s sinewy, battle-hardened squad 
stand a good chance of adding to the 
club’s meagre return of two triumphs 
when they meet either Atletico Madrid or 
Real Madrid in Cardiff on June 3.

For Monaco, the loss of Nabil Dirar 
to injury in the warm-up meant a hasty 
return for Benjamin Mendy as coach 
Leonardo Jardim opted to match Juve’s 
3-5-2 set-up.

The results were initially encouraging 
and Mbappe squeezed a fifth-minute 

shot past Gianluigi Buffon from a tight 
angle and held his head in his hands as it 

came back off the inside of the post, although the 
offside flag had come up.

Subasic kept busy
Paulo Dybala made amends for slicing Gonzalo 

Higuain’s knockdown wide from the edge of the 
area by deftly playing his fellow Argentinian into 
a one-on-one with Monaco goalkeeper Danijel 
Subasic.

It was the kind of chance the striker usually 
gobbles up but this one was fluffed with a semi-

shanked attempt to dink the ball over the goalkeeper.
Mandzukic had a similar chance but saw his toe-

poked effort saved by Subasic before Andrea Raggi’s 
last-ditch block denied Dybala. But a goal was coming and 

it duly arrived 12 minutes before the break after a move that began with 
a Buffon throw out.

Dybala supplied Alves on the right and his deep cross picked out 
Mandzukic advancing on the back post. Again Subasic saved at close 
range but the rebound fell kindly for the Croatian striker to thump 
the loose ball into the roof of the net. The deflated body language 
of Monaco’s young side told its own story and any doubt about the 
outcome disappeared a minute before the interval.

Subasic did well again to keep out Dybala’s effort with another close-
range stop and he got a firm fist to the resulting corner.

But the clearance fell invitingly for Alves 25 yards out and the 
Brazilian’s volley was timed sweetly enough to beat the Monaco 

goalkeeper to his left by sheer pace.
Comprehensively outplayed, Monaco restored a bit of pride 

when Mbappe pulled a goal back midway through the second 
period. (AFP)
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Penultimate Audi quattro 
Cup for Nasser Yaqoob

Manama 

Bahrain national golf team member Nasser 
Yaqoob (38 stableford points on count 

back) narrowly managed to win the fifth round 
of the Audi quattro Cup Series at the Royal 
Golf Club.

Fellow Bahraini Khalifa Daij (38) had to settle 
for the runners up spot with the same score, 
while Jim Lanceley (128 points) continues to 
top the series order of merit for the fourth 
consecutive month, followed by Mohammed 
Al Sayed (125) in second place with 125 points, 
while the trio of Ben Elsworth, Rob Lane and 

Pete Donkin (122) are right behind in third 
place. The Grand Final of the series will tee 
off at the Royal Golf Club with a 7am shotgun 
start on May 19 and each competitor’s four best 
scores from the previous five rounds will be 
added to their final round score to give a total 
for the series.

The series winners of the Bahrain tournament 
will have an opportunity to go forward and 
compete in the World finals, which this year 
will be held at the prestigious Quivira Golf Club 
in Cabo San Luca, Mexico, in December.

With over 100,000 players competing in 750 
tournaments in 54 countries annually, the Audi 
quattro Cup has developed into the biggest 
worldwide amateur golf tournament series.

To register for the Audi quattro Cup Series 
Grand Final, contact the Royal Golf Club’s 
Golf Events Department on email golfevents@
theroyalgolfclub.com.

Aidan Payne/DTNN
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The 23rd British Club Annual Competition 
for ‘budding aviators’ is set to take place 

this Friday at the British Club premises in 
Mahooz from 3pm.

This event is organised by the Llongsteppers 
cycling section of the club and features a 
children’s category up to the age of 18 and a 
‘not so grown-up’ adult category.

Participants are urged to wear fancy dress 
focused on popular and topical themes and 
personalities when they dive or jump into 
the pool. All participants are measured how 
far they can ‘fly’ down the length of the pool, 
but currently no one in the history of the 
competition has yet to jump the entire distance 
of the pool so far.

Annually around 50 participate in the 
children and adult sections and generate a great 
deal of support from the watching spectators 
in this fun event which is also a major charity 
event fund-raiser, which this year is for The 

Mission For Seafarers Society.
Participants can pay BD1 for a private entry 

or a BD20 company sponsored entry.
Every year a similar contest takes place in 

Sussex on the South of England coast where 
“budding aviators” attempt to fly by jumping 
off a pier. It started in 1971 at Selsey then went 
to Bognor Regis down the coast in 1978.

Since 2010, both Bognor Regis and Worthing 
organise the International Birdman Series with 
big prize money on offer.

To date none has succeeded and all have 
been caught by the safety net of the English 
Channel.

The “Spirit” of the British Club event is to 
have fun and have a great day out and see who 
can Fly The Furthest.

Prizes will be awarded in a number of 
categories for ‘Furthest Flight’, ‘Best Costume’ 
or ‘Machine’ and ‘Best Entertainment Value’. 

Further details are available from Andrew 
Savage on 39606439, Simon Cox on 39405921 
and the British Club on 17728245.

     1) Nasser Yaqoob (38 pointson count back), 
     2) Khalifa Daij (38 on count back). 
2s Club Winners: 
     1) Phil Gandier and Dustin Whiteley (hole 2) 
     2) Pete Donkin and Rob Lane (hole 12).

Results:

Maradona named coach of UAE club
Paris

Argentine football legend Diego Maradona 
has been appointed as the new coach of 

second-division Emirati side Al-Fujairah, he 
said on Sunday.

“These are my new colours,” Maradona, 
56, wrote on his Facebook page alongside a 

picture of himself holding the club’s red and 
white jersey with his name and number 10 on 
the back. 

The 1986 World Cup winner was in charge 
of the Argentina national team from 2008 to 
2010. He then spent a year with another UAE-
based club, Al Wasl, between 2011 and 2012.

Birdman charity set for Friday
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