
Karting battles resume at BIKC
TDT | Manama

The second round of the 
2018/2019 Bahrain Kart-

ing Sprint Championship 
(BKSC) takes place today at 
Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BKIC) in Sakhir.

Following an action-packed 
season- opener held last 
month, racing is expected to 
intensify as the karters com-
pete glory, silverware and val-
uable championship points.

Lighting up BIKC’s world-re-
nowned 1 .414 -ki lometre 
Commission Internationale 
de Karting (CIK) Track this 
weekend will be BKSC’s Bah-
rain Rotax Mojo Max Chal-
lenge (BRMMC).

Many of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s best karters will be 
suiting up for the event, which 
is set to feature the following 
BRMMC non-gearbox classes: 
Micro (eight to 11 years old), 
Mini (10 to 13 years old), Jun-
ior (12 to 15 years), Max (14 
years old and above) and the 
Max-Masters (32 years old and 
above).

They will all be battling it 
out in karts with sealed Rotax 
125cc EVO engines, which must 
be checked and sealed by BIKC 
before being allowed to take 
part. Tyres must be Mojo D2 
tyres for the Micro and Mini 
classes; and Mojo D4 tyres for 
the Junior, Max and Max-Mas-
ters classes.

Heading into Friday’s round, 
Absolute Racing team are in 
the lead in three of the five 
entrant categories. They top all 
Max-Master entrants with 35 
points, lead the Mini entrants 
with 62 points, and are setting 
the pace amongst Micro en-
trants with 71 points.

Setting the pace for entrants 
in the Max class are Racing 
Bahrain with 78 points, while 
Dojomoto Racing top the Jun-
ior entrants standings with 48 
points.

This year’s BRMMC will 
crown two winners at the end 
of the season: the first is the 
driver’s champion and the oth-
er is the entrant. There are sev-
en rounds in all in the on-going 
campaign, with round three 
following this weekend’s 
events on December 8, which 
will be the last of the calendar 
year.
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This year’s BRMMC will crown 
two winners at the end of 
the season: the first is the 
driver’s champion and the 

other is the entrant

Mourinho hails ‘fantastic’ comeback 
Cristiano Ronaldo frustrated as Juventus ‘gift’ Manchester United victory with late own goal

• Manchester 
United manager cups 
ear at home fans

• Mourinho makes 
gesture after his 
side’s win in Turin

AFP | Turin, Italy 

Jose Mourinho hailed a 
“fantastic victory” after 
Manchester United stole 

the thunder of Cristiano Ron-
aldo and a dominant Juventus 
with a 2-1 win in the Champions 
League on Wednesday.

A jubilant Mourinho made 
the most of the last-gasp victo-
ry, going onto the pitch at full-
time and cupping his ear to jeers 
from the crowd, who had earlier 
cheered former Juventus play-
er Paul Pogba on his return to 
Turin.

Juventus players Leonardo 
Bonucci and Paulo Dybala con-
fronted Mourinho with United 
captain Ashley Young interven-
ing as Mourinho was led off the 
pitch by a UEFA official.

“They insulted me for 90 min-
utes. I came here to do my job, 
nothing more,” said former Inter 
Milan coach Mourinho.

“I didn’t offend anyone at the 
end, I just made a gesture that 
I wanted to hear them louder. 
I probably shouldn’t have done 
it, with a cool head I wouldn’t 

have.”
Ronaldo’s superb volley -- his 

first European goal for Juventus 
-- had put the Italian champions 
in control after 65 minutes, two 
weeks after Dybala scored in the 
only goal at Old Trafford.

But substitute Juan Mata’s 
free-kick on 86 minutes sparked 
a stunning revival that breathed 
new life into the visitors’ Cham-
pions League campaign.

Juve were then left in shock as 
Ashley Young’s free-kick from 
the left bounced in off a com-
bination of Bonucci and Alex 
Sandro after a frantic scramble 
in front of goal.

It left Mourinho’s side just two 
points behind leaders Juven-
tus with two matches to play in 
Group H.

“It’s a fantastic victory for us, a 
victory that is not just about the 
points we lost at home but the 
feeling of how well we played,” 
said Mourinho.

“And I think even if this game 
hadn’t ended with victory I 
would have the same feeling 
that the team played really, re-
ally well from the first minute 
against a super team.”

‘Heroics’ 
Juventus had dominated the 

match for long periods with 
Sami Khedira and Dybala both 
rattling the woodwork, only for 
the hosts to get distracted after 
Ronaldo’s goal.

“We dominated for the 90 
minutes. We had two or three 
clear chances and we should 
have been able to put the game 
to bed with ease, but we paid 
for switching off,” said Ronaldo 
after his team’s first defeat this 
season. 

“It’s never nice to lose, but 
maybe this defeat comes at the 
best possible time. We have a 
great team, we’re top of the 
group and I’m sure we’ll go 

through as group winners.”
Mourinho’s decision to bring 

on Mata and Marouane Fellaini 
in place of Ander Herrera and 
Alexis Sanchez on 79 minutes 
paid off. And the Portuguese 
coach recalled bygone days go-
ing back to United’s time under 
Alex Ferguson.

“Probably when Manchester 
United had heroics here (in the 

past) Manchester United was 
the best team and they (Juven-
tus) are a top team for many 
years now,” said Mourinho. 

“They bought that play-
er (Ronaldo), they want to 
win everything, they can win 
everything and we are a team 
where many of the players didn’t 
play big matches like this in the 
Champions League.” 

Juan Mata equalises for Manchester United with a brilliant free kick in the 86th minute

Inter’s boss ‘likes’ the jibe
AFP | Milan

Jose Mourinho may have 
enraged Juventus fans by 

taunting them but Inter Mi-
lan’s Chinese president Steven 
Zhang was impressed by his 
attitude.

Zhang -- always very active 
on social media -- saw the pho-
tos on Instagram and imme-
diately placed a “like” to the 
post on FcInter1908, a partner 
of Italian newspaper Gazzetta 
dello Sport, triggering further 
comments. 

Former Manchester United 
star Paul Scholes had slammed 
Mourinho’s gesture. “This is 
everywhere he goes. You need 
to win with a bit of class,” said 
Scholes, 43.

“I don’t think there’s any 
need for it but that’s the way 
he is.”

Mourinho’s treble with In-
ter Milan in 2010 -- which in-

cluded his second Champions 
League triumph after also win-
ning it with Porto -- provid-
ed an enormous boost to the 
Portuguese’s reputation as a 
top-class manager.

Zhang, 26, is currently in 
Shanghai with club vice-presi-
dent Javier Zanetti for the Chi-
na International Import Expo 
with the goal of widening the 
boundaries of the Inter brand.

Manchester United’s Portuguese 
manager Jose Mourinho gestures 
towards the public

BIC all set for fantastic Friday of thrills 
 TDT | Manama

Motorsport fans will be 
busy today at Bahrain 

International Circuit (BIC) in 
Sakhir which has put together 
a packed programme of exhil-
arating on-track experiences, 
starting early in the morning.

Three of BIC’s popular pub-
lic offerings will be available, 
including the Ultimate Track 
Experience, Open Track Night 
and Jaguar Experience.

From 8am to 4pm, fans will 
be able to choose from a series 
of drives and passenger rides 
that are all under the umbrella 
of the Ultimate Track Experi-
ence. Then, from 4pm to 11pm, 

speed lovers will have a chance 
to drive their very own cars 
or ride their motorbikes along 
BIC’s 2.55-kilometre Inner Cir-
cuit with Open Track Night, 
during which the hugely excit-
ing Jaguar Experience can also 
be enjoyed.

The Ultimate Track Experi-
ence activities include drives 
in a Clio Cup sports car and in 
a Radical SR1 prototype, as well 

as passenger rides in a Clio Cup 
and an ultra-quick Radical SR3.

Meanwhile, Open Track 
Night is expected to attract 
some serious sports cars and 
motorbikes that are rarely ever 
seen hitting the streets. Many 
of these top-of-the-line auto-
mobiles will be coming from all 
over the Gulf, including from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman 
and the UAE.

Clio Cup sports cars in action at BIC

Infonas triumph in T20

TDT | Manama

Infonas defeated RUCT by 
6 wickets in CBA Division 

D T20 League Match. RUCT 
won the toss  and elected 
to bat first and scored 112 
runs with Anees, the top 
scorer, making 36 runs. 
Meer took three wickets 
in his four overs spell as 
Haroon and Rashid took 
two wickets each and sup-
ported Infonas to all-out  
RUCT. 

Chasing the target In-
fonas openers fell without 
scoring a run after which 
Arun took the responsibil-
ity and did a match wining 
knock. He scored an un-
beaten 75 runs in 46 balls 
that helped Infonas to reach 
the target in 15.2 overs for 4 
wicket loss  
Brief score  

Infonas 116/4 in 15.2 overs 
(Arun 75, Sajeev 1/7) beat 
RUCT 112/10 (Anees 36, 
Meer 3/20) by 6 wickets
Other Match scores

Kooheji Contractor 209/5 
in 20 overs (Irfan 110, Za-
hid 25, Amalson 3/42) beat 
Colts CC 122/9 (Sam 29, 
Maqbool 2/18, Tausef 2/14) 
by 77 runs

Waqas Pak CC 131/5 in 15.5 
overs (Waqas 65, Waheb 20, 
Burhan 2/18) beat Spartans 
130/8 (Ali Khawaja 43, Us-
man 3/16) by 5 wickets

Noora Alnusuf, Head of Corporate Affairs at Standard Chartered Bank – 
Bahrain & GCC and Mahmood Almohri, BMR’s Organizing Committee Member 
attends a deal signing ceremony where Standard Chartered Bank – Bahrain 
signed up as the main sponsors to the annual Bahrain Marathon Relay 2018 
scheduled to take place today

KNOW WHAT

Coutinho out for 
two, three weeks

AFP | Barcelona

Barcelona midfielder 
Philippe Coutinho has 

a muscle tear and will be out 
for two to three weeks, the 
Spanish La Liga giants said .

“Tests confirmed that 
Philippe Coutinho has a 
small rupture in the fem-
oral biceps of his left leg,” 
Barcelona said.

“He will be out for ap-
proximately two to three 
weeks.”


