
WTM puts the spotlight on 
Bahrain’s tourism sector

WTM gives a big boost to Bahrain’s tourism sector with BTEA showcasing Kingdom’s tourist destination 

• BTEA wraps up its 
participation in WTM

• 28 new properties 
are set to open by 2021

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s rich cultural her-
itage and vibrant tourism 
landscape were on focus 

at the World Travel Market 
(WTM), which concluded on 
Wednesday in the United King-
dom. 

Representing the Kingdom 
at WTM was the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA).  Various representa-
tives from the Economic De-
velopment Board, Gulf Air, and 
leading hotels and destination 
management companies from 
the Kingdom were present at 
the BTEA’s pavilion at the WTM.

During the event, Bahrain 
showcased 28 new properties 
which are set to open by 2021, 
providing visitors with various 
accommodation options.

BTEA also hosted Vincenzo Ni-
bali, the world-class cyclist and 
team member of Bahrain–Me-
rida Pro Cycling, and UCI World 
Team, who promoted the up-
coming Bahrain Ironman which 
will be held in December 2018. 

The event will gather repre-
sentatives from travel and tech-
nology industry and companies 
in the private sector to discuss 
investment and business op-
portunities for the upcoming 
year, allowing them to exchange 
knowledge and experiences to 
push this sector forward.

BTEA’s participation comes 

in line with its long-term strat-
egy to further develop the 
Kingdom’s tourism sector and 
strengthen its position on a re-
gional and international level 
under the slogan of ‘Ours.Yours.’, 
which contributes to the King-
dom’s economy and the 2030 
Economic Vision.

“We are delighted to have 
participated in the World Trav-
el Market, a leading platform 
which attracts representatives 
from the travel and tourism in-
dustry, where we had the oppor-
tunity to learn about the latest 
developments in the tourism 
industry globally,” said the 
Chief Executive Officer of BTEA, 
Sheikh Khaled bin Humood Al 

Khalifa.
“Through our participation, 

we aim to raise awareness of 
Bahrain’s appeal as an ideal tour-
ist destination and increase the 
numbers of international tour-
ists coming into Bahrain, further 
driving the development of the 
Kingdom’s tourism sector and 
increasing its contribution to 
the national economy,” said the 
Director of Tourism Marketing 
and Promotions at BTEA, Yousef 
Al Khan.

11
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2018

WTM is the leading 
global event for the 

travel industry to 
meet industry pro-
fessionals and con-
duct business deals, 

bringing together 
51,000 global travel 
trade professionals 

Bahrain’s pavilion at the World Travel Market in the United Kingdom
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Lion Air jet in 
another accident
Jakarta, Indonesia

A Lion Air passenger jet 
has been involved in 

another accident -- just a 
week after a plane from the 
Indonesian airline crashed 
with the loss of all 189 peo-
ple on board.

In the latest incident, the 
jet clipped a pole as it taxied 
to the runway at Bengkulu 
airport on Sumatra island 
ahead of its flight to Jakarta.

The plane’s left wing 
wa s  v i s i b l y  d a m a g e d , 
forcing all passengers to  
disembark.     

Lion Air  spokesman 
Danang Prihantoro said all 
143 passengers and seven 
crew were safe.  

“Lion Air apologises to all 
passengers for any incon-
venience... it has sent a team 
to inspect the aircraft,” the 
spokesman said.

The transport ministry 
said it would launch an im-
mediate investigation. 

“The plane and the pilot 
have been grounded for in-
vestigation,” said Praminto-
hadi Sukarno, a senior min-
istry official. 

Officials during a photocall at Bahrain’s pavilion at the World Travel Market During a deal signing ceremony

Samsung folding screen lets 
smartphone open into tablet
San Francisco, United States

Samsung on Wednesday 
showed off a folding screen 

that lets a smartphone open 
into a tablet, heralding it as the 
future for portable devices.

Senior vice president of mo-
bile product marketing Justin 
Denison pulled a prototype 
foldable smartphone from a suit 
jacket inner pocket at a Sam-
sung developer conference in 
San Francisco, saying the com-
pany will be ready to begin mass 
producing the screens in com-
ing months.

Denison provided a brief 
glimpse of a concept device 
made with its “Infinity Flex 
Display” on stage during a key-
note presentation, providing no 
details regarding when a folda-
ble phone might be available to 
consumers.

“The display is the founda-
tion for the smartphone of to-
morrow,” Denison said.

“When it’s open, it’s a tablet 
offering a big-screen experi-
ence. When closed, it’s a phone 
and fits neatly inside your pock-

et.” Infinity Flex screens are 
made to endure repeated fold-
ing and unfolding, according to 
Denison.

South Korean-based Sam-
sung is the world’s largest 
smartphone maker, powering 
most of its models on free An-
droid software made available 
free by Google, but also sells 
components such as chips and 
screens to other device makers.

Samsung also showed off a 
coming “One UI” user interface 
for mobile devices designed to 
simplify increasing cluttered 
smartphone screens and work 

seamlessly with the new fold-
able display.

The annual gathering is 
aimed at getting third-party de-
velopers enthused about craft-
ing applications and services 
for Samsung offerings, includ-
ing new Infinity Flex screens.

Google is working with Sam-
sung to adapt Android to the 
needs of the foldable displays, 
according to Android user ex-
perience head Glenn Murphy.

“Our team at Google loves the 
innovation in display technol-
ogy shown here,” Murphy said 
while taking part in the keynote 
presentation.

When it’s open, it’s a 
tablet offering a big-

screen experience. 
When closed, it’s a 

phone and fits neatly 
inside your pocket 

JUSTIN DENISON

The new flexible screen “Infinity Flex 
Display” smartphone presentation.

Tesla names board chair 
to replace Elon Musk
New York, United States

Electric car pioneer Tesla 
yesterday named an Aus-

tralian telecoms executive to 
chair its board of directors, 
after the controversial Elon 
Musk was forced by US au-
thorities to step back from  
the role.

The appointment of Robyn 
Denholm, chief financial of-
ficer with Telstra and already 
a Tesla board member, is ef-
fective immediately but she 
will serve out her six-month 
notice period with the Aus-
tralian company, Tesla said in 
a statement.

Musk had to resign as Tesla 
chairman under a September 
arrangement with US regu-
lators to settle fraud charg-
es stemming from a tweet in 
which he said he planned to 
take the firm private and had 
financing to do it.

Under that settlement he 
and Tesla each had to pay a 
$20 million fine but Musk was 
allowed to stay on as chief ex-
ecutive.

He wil l  help ease  the 
55-year-old Denholm’s transi-

tion, Tesla said.
“To ensure a smooth transi-

tion during the remainder of 
Robyn’s time at Telstra, Elon 
will be a resource to Robyn and 
provide any support that she 
requests in her role as chair,” 
the electric car maker said.

Musk praised Denholm’s 
input in her time on Tesla’s 
board.

“Robyn has extensive ex-
perience in both the tech and 
auto industries, and she has 
made significant contributions 
as a Tesla board member over 
the past four years in helping 
us become a profitable compa-
ny,” he said in the Tesla state-
ment.

Robyn Denholm

BTEA also hosted Vincenzo Nibali A general view of Bahrain’s pavilion at WTM


