
03 Cruising to 
record

04 October warmer

05 Religion a key

8

White House bars CNN reporter who  sparred with Trump6WORLD

FRIDAY
C E L E B S

Ezra Miller reveals 
#MeToo story
Actor Ezra Miller says he 
had a #MeToo experience 
in Hollywood when he 
was underage.| P13

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER  2018

200 FILS 
ISSUE NO. 7925

Syrian qanun player who found her voice in the darkest of times

Jennings ton puts Lanka on the ropes 16 SPORTS

9
WHATSAPP
38444680

TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

FACEBOOK
/nobmedia

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
/nobmedia

T r a g e d y  s t r i k e s  a g a i n
DON’T MISS IT

I won’t meddle 
when I am king
Reuters | London

Britain’s Prince Charles 
said he will stop med-

dling in issues he feels 
strongly about when he 
eventually becomes king, 
saying he is “not that stu-
pid”.

The heir to the British 
throne has long been out-
spoken on issues ranging 
from climate change and 
architecture to alternative 
medicine, and critics have 
warned that if he continued 
as sovereign he would put 
the monarchy at risk.

Speaking ahead of his 
70th birthday next week, 
the eldest son of 92-year-old 
Queen Elizabeth said the 
role of monarch was com-
pletely different from his 
position as Prince of Wales.

US warns to stay 
away from Iranian 
shipping
Washington, United States

The United States on 
Wednesday warned all 

ports and insurance com-
panies to steer clear of Ira-
nian ships, which it called a 
“floating liability” after the 
imposition of sweeping US 
sanctions.

Brian Hook, the State 
Department’s special rep-
resentative on Iran policy, 
said that the US sanctions 
extended to insurers and 
underwriters.

Ironman win: Bahrain post releases commemorative stamp  
TDT | Manama

Bahrain Post has issued a Commemo-
rative Stamp marking His Highness 

Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa’s 
victory in the IRONMAN World Champi-
onship (XC Division) 2018, Kailua-Kona, 
Hawaii.

The Ministry of Transportation and 
Telecommunication’s Bahrain Post said 
it was delighted to issue a commemo-
rative stamp crowned by the portrait 
of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al  
Khalifa.

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the representative of His Majesty 
the King for Charity and Youth Affairs, 
won first place in the Iron Man World 

Championship in Hawaii by covering a 
distance of 226.26 km at a record time 
of 9.19 hours.

The Iron Man Championship in Kona 
City - Hawaii Island, was the largest 

in the history of world tournaments in 
terms of participation and public at-
tendance due to the importance of the 
championship and in celebration of the 
40th anniversary since its inception. 

More than 3,000 competitors from 82 
countries around the world aged from 18 
to 85 participated in the race. 

It is worth noting that His Highness 
has accomplished many notable achieve-
ments in other championships including 
in Germany, Florida, Southeast Asia, 
the Philippines, South Africa, in addi-
tion to the Syracuse Race held in New 
York, where he was able to achieve a 
record time in the tournament, and lat-
er followed by participating in a race  
in Texas.

Houthis militarising 
hospitals in Yemen

Al Arabiya, AFP | Dubai

Yemen’s  Houthis  are 
militarising hospitals 
deliberately in the bat-

tleground city of Hodeidah, ac-
cused Amnesty International 
yesterday. 

The human rights group said 
the Houthi militias recently sta-
tioned snipers on the roof of a 
hospital in the May 22 district 
of the Red Sea port city, calling 
the action a “stomach-churning 
development”.

It said the move risked “dev-
astating consequences” for the 
hospital’s staff and patients as it 
puts them in direct danger.

“The presence of Houthi fight-
ers on the hospital’s roof violates 

the international humanitarian 
law,” Samah Hadid, Amnesty’s 

Middle East campaigns director 
Samah Hadid said.

“Anyone attacking a hospi-
tal under these conditions 
risks responsibility for war  
crimes.”

A medical source told AFP on 
Wednesday that the militiamen 
had forced medical staff out of 
the May 22 Hospital -- one of 
Hodeidah’s main medical fa-
cilities -- and posted snipers on 
the roof.

P r o - g o v e r n m e n t  f o r c e s 
pressed closer to the heart of 
Hodeidah, whose port serves 
as the entry point for nearly 80 
per cent of commercial imports 
and nearly all UN-supervised 

humanitarian aid.
The Yemeni army had taken 

control of the May 22 Hospi-
tal in Hodeidah and recaptured 
surrounding areas amid fierce 
clashes as the Houthi militias 
continue to lose ground in the 
strategic port city.

This comes a day after the 
Yemeni armed forces made stra-
tegic gains after reaching al-
Saleh city east of Hodeidah as 
fierce battles are being fought 
beyond the Kilo 19 area.

According to the latest re-
ports, pro-government forces 
backed by Saudi-led coalition 
warplanes advanced inside Ho-
deida 

The World Triathlon or 
“IRONMAN” is a sport con-

sisting of three races, start-
ing with swimming and 

then cycling and running

KNOW WHAT

Gunman kills 12 in California music bar
Thousand Oaks, United States

A 28-year-old Marine Corps 
veteran opened fire in a 

country music bar packed with 
college students in California 
overnight, killing 12 people in-

cluding a police officer who ex-
changed shots with the gunman, 
authorities said yesterday. 

Terrified patrons scrambled 
for the exits after the gunman 
started shooting a handgun in 
the Borderline Bar and Grill 

around 11:20 pm on Wednesday 
before killing himself, they said.

“They ran out of the back 
doors, they broke windows. 
They went through windows. 
They hid up in the attic, they 
hid in the bathroom,” Ventura 

County Sheriff Geoff Dean said.
Dean identified the suspect 

as Ian David Long, a Marine 
Corps veteran and resident of 
Thousand Oaks, an upscale city 
northwest of Los Angeles.

According to the Pentagon, 

Long served in the Marine Corps 
from August 2008 to March 2013 
and was a machine gunner.

He attained the rank of cor-
poral and saw combat while 
deployed in Afghanistan from 
November 2010 to June 2011.

The stamp released by Bahrain post

Government forces advance towards the port area from the outskirts of Hodeida
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Electoral process in 
Bahrain is accessible 

to all citizens, 
and are a national 

issue subject to 
independent judicial 

supervision and 
Bahraini civil society 

observation 

THE COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

‘Not based on facts’
Rights committee lashes out at US congressmen and US Human Rights 

Commission over false report targeting Bahrain’s electoral process 

• Electoral process in 
Bahrain is accessible 
to all citizens

• Dissolved political 
societies’ activities 
had an impact on 
national security

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s Rights commit-
tee yesterday rejected ac-
cusations levelled against 

the Kingdom by US Congress-
men James P. McGovern and 
Randy Hultgren Co-Chairs of 
the Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission in the US House 
of Representatives, saying the 
accusations were “not based 
on facts about the forthcoming 
parliamentary election in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.”

The Council of Representa-
tives Human Rights Committee 
said it is confident that such 
statements “will never obstruct 
the democratic process in the 
Kingdom, rather, it would en-
force the will of the people to 
realize development and pro-

gress for a prospective future.”
Civil and political rights, the 

committee said, are protected in 
the Kingdom under the consti-
tution without discrimination 
between citizens where all are 
equal before the law. 

“Electoral process in Bahrain 
is accessible to all citizens, and 
are a national issue subject to in-
dependent judicial supervision 
and Bahraini civil society obser-
vation,” said the statement said 
adding that parliamentary and 
municipal elections that have 
been launched by His Majesty 

the King through the Nation-
al Action Charter referendum, 
subject to international stand-
ards. The Committee further 
reiterates that all political so-
cieties and other civil society 
organisations are established 
by Kingdom’s law and any vi-
olations thereof are subject to 
judicial review where all legal 
guarantees are afforded. 

The dissolved political soci-
eties have violated their own 
statutes and relevant legislation 
which had an impact on the na-

tional security. 
They exhausted all judicial 

procedures and received polit-
ical and financial support from 
states and organisations that 
threaten international peace 
and security, not limited to, Iran, 
Qatar and Hezbollah. 

“Further, they have applied 
the Wilayat al-Faqih doctrine, 
which has been an obstacle in 
the establishment of a demo-
cratic society based on human 
rights, pluralism, equality and 
the rule of law,” the statement 
pointed out.  

With regard to prison sen-
tences on a number of members 
of dissolved political societies, 
the Committee affirmed that the 
judicial verdicts issued against 
them reflected the serious 
crimes committed, irrespective 
of their political affiliations. 

Electoral districts are divid-
ed based on the criteria of the 
electoral population subject to 
the law.

The committee also called on 
all stakeholders to receive in-
formation from trusted sources 
and not to issue prejudgements 
about the electoral process, 
which is against the principles 
of any democratic process in 
civilized nations.

Civil and political 
rights are protected 
in the Kingdom un-
der the constitution 

without discrim-
ination between 

citizens where all 
are equal before 

the law

Deputy Premier, HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa during 
a meeting with the Dean of Diplomatic Corps and Kuwaiti Ambassador 
to Bahrain, Shaikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah, at the Gudaibiya Palace 
yesterday. The deputy premier reviewed with the ambassador Bahraini-
Kuwaiti relations, and ways to enhance them in various fields

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, with the US State Department Counterterrorism Coordinator, 
Ambassador Nathan Sales. The minister stressed the depth of historical ties 
between Bahrain and the United States of America, based on mutual respect 
and trust and strategic alliance. Shaikh Khalid hailed the US strategic 
initiatives regarding the war on terrorism of all forms and valued its 
keenness to strengthen international cooperation toward total elimination 
of this scourge that puts all world countries at stake. Nathan Sales praised 
the efforts of Bahrain in combating terrorism and wished it more progress 
and prosperity.

BDF participates in 
Arab Shield 1 drill

TDT | Cairo

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) 
said it is taking part in the 

“Arab Shield 1” joint drill which 
will be held in Egypt until No-
vember 16 at Mohammed Najib 
Military Base and the joint air 
and naval training zones in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The exercise is considered 
as one of the biggest joint Arab 
manoeuvres in the region with 
the participation of eight Arab 
countries and monitors to carry 
out the joint land, naval and air 
military exercises. 

The participating forc-
es are from Egypt, the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia,  the 

UAE, Kuwait, Jordan and oth-
er countries taking part as  
monitors.

The drill  aims to boost 
mil i tary  cooperation be-
tween the armed forces of 
brotherly countries to unify 
concepts, exchange experi-
ences and boost the combat  
readiness.

“Arab Shield 1” joint drill which will be held in Egypt

The Minister of Industry, Commerce & Tourism with the Chairman of Arabian Exhibition Management Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Khalifa in his office. During the meeting, they discussed a number of economic sector issues, 
especially the exhibitions and conferences sector.

Bahrain Defence Force officials during a graduation ceremony for a specialised officers military session, in the 
presence of Maintenance and Technical Supply Director Rear Admiral Anwar Abdullah Jassim Al Jowder.

US Ambassador, Justin Siberell, and his accompanying 
delegation during his visit to the headquarters of 
AGU to learn about the university’s programmes, its 
medical and research centres, and to discuss means of 
cooperation. He was received by President of Arabian 
Gulf University (AGU) Dr Khalid Al-Ohaly.  The American 
Ambassador’s visited the Clinical Simulation and Skills 
Centre, which aims to train students and raise their 
clinical skills using the latest technology simulating 
the hospital environment, as well as instructing interns 
on all professional protocols and clinical skills, raising 
their efficiency and qualifying them to handle patients. 
On a similar vein, the American Ambassador and his 
accompanying delegation visited the King Abdullah 
Medical City Medical University Centre, where they viewed 
various clinics, specialised laboratories, one-day operation 
rooms, the fertility clinic and physiotherapy wing.
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This will be 
the highest on 

record in terms 
of passengers 

till date, which 
witnessed a 33pc 

increase in the 
previous season, 

resulting in 105,271 
cruise visitors and 

a 5pc growth in 
vessel calls

APM TERMINALS

• Expects 10pc 
passenger growth and 
four maiden vessel calls

• Sees a 5pc growth 
in vessel calls

• Season from 
November 2018 
– April 2019

TDT | Manama

Bahrain during this cruise 
season will witness a re-
cord number of passen-

gers, with 52 cruise vessels ex-
pected to arrive at Khalifa Bin 
Salman Port. 

“We are looking forward to 
welcoming 10 per cent more pas-
sengers than last year, which will 

be a significant contribution to 
our business at the Port, as well 
as Bahrain’s tourism economy,” 
Mark Hardiman, CEO/Manag-
ing Director of APM Terminals 
Bahrain said. 

He also revealed that a major-
ity of cruise lines are returning 
to the Kingdom during this sea-
son, which is expected to be a 
“record year”. 

“This will be the highest on 
record in terms of passengers till 

date, which witnessed a 33pc in-
crease in the previous season, re-
sulting in 105,271 cruise visitors 
and a 5pc growth in vessel calls,” 
a report by APM Terminals said.   

Khalifa Bin Salman Port 
(KBSP), operated by APM Ter-
minals Bahrain, marked the be-
ginning of the 2018-19 Cruise 
Season recently as the first lux-
ury ship of the year, Mein Schiff 
4 recently docked at the port to 
a traditional Bahraini welcome. 

As per the report, 52 cruise 
ships are set to arrive in the 
Kingdom during this season 
from November 2018 – April 
2019, which is expected to at-
tract more tourism business 
for Bahrain. Four new cruise 
vessels, led by AIDAprima with 
its 3,300 passengers with 900 
crew members, will be making 
its maiden call to the Kingdom 
with 18 scheduled trips planned 
for the season. This will be fol-
lowed by MSC Lirica with eight 
trips and other vessels including 
the TUI Discovery and Thomson 
Celebration, also marking their 
debut in Bahrain.  

Amongst the cruise vessels 
making their yearly call at 
KBSP, MSC Splendida will be 
returning to the Kingdom for 
the 2nd season, with six sched-
uled visits, each carrying ap-

proximately 3,900 passengers 
with a crew team of 1,313, mak-
ing it the biggest vessel to call  
this season. 

Mein Schiff also has repeated 
calls at KBSP with its ten trips, 
each carrying 2800 passengers. 
The cruise season will also wit-
ness docking of two cruise ships 
on the same day, over certain 
weeks of the scheduled season.  

To meet the increased de-
mand, the port operator said 
it has taken steps to speed up 
processes such as pre-approved 
gate passes for entry into the 
port, port shuttles to trans-
port passengers to the gate, in-
creased capacity for free WiFi 
at the cruise terminal, allocated 
gates for tourist buses as well as 
booths for tour operators and 
taxi services at the passenger 
terminal.

Cruising to record
128,900 

passengers and 
52 cruise vessels 

expected to 
arrive at Khalifa 

Bin Salman 
Port this cruise 

season

Luxury cruise ship, Azamara Quest, arrives at Khalifa Bin Salman Port

52
cruise vessels are expected 

to arrive 

128,900
passengers to arrive 
during this season

Passengers were given a traditional welcome

Luxury cruise ship, Mein Schiff 4 arrives at Khalifa Bin Salman Port carrying over 2800 passengers
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KNOW WHAT

Dog thwarts 
robbery attempt
TDT | Manama 

Investigators say a dog has 
thwarted a robbery attempt 

in a house by waking up the 
people there by barking con-
tinuously. 

The suspect, an Asian man, 
was attempting to steal an alu-
minium frame from the house, 
according to court files. 

During interrogation, he 
confessed that he managed to 
sneak into the house at dawn 
as “I wanted to steal a frame 
made of aluminium”. 

However, his plan went awry 

when the family’s dog found 
him and started barking at 
him. 

“Therefore I ran away, but 
the house owner chased me,” 
the Asian man told prosecu-
tors. 

“I tried to hide in a yard be-
hind grasses, but was caught 
by him and another person and 
handed over me to the police,” 
he added. 

The Lower Criminal Court 
sentenced him to three months 
behind bars. He will be de-
ported once he completes his 
jail time.

Fistfight: Two women 
fined, man gets prison
TDT | Manama 

The High Criminal Court 
sentenced a Bahraini man 

to three years behind bars 
and two women, a GCC and a 
Bahraini national, BD100 and 
BD200, respectively, for engag-
ing in a fistfight.  Court files 
say the trio were friends. 

Circumstances leading to 
the case occurred when the 
GCC woman told the other 
woman that the Bahraini man 
was always speaking ill of her. 

The woman then contact-
ed the man, who is an event 

organiser and met him in the 
presence of the GCC national 
to settle the issue. 

However, during reconcili-
ation efforts, a disagreement 
popped resulting in the wom-
en throwing punches at each 
other.  

The GCC national told the 
court that the Bahraini wom-
an continued to assault her 
even after she attempted to  
leave. 

T h e  i n c i d e n t  r e s u l t -
ed in causing 15pc perma-
nent disability to the GCC  
woman’s nose.

Court rejects fake 
bombers’ appeals
TDT | Manama 

The High Criminal Appeals 
Court rejected the appeals 

of two men convicted of plant-
ing a fake bomb. 

The duo were tried in con-
nection with setting a mock 
bomb on Budaiya Highway 
and were sentenced to three 
years behind bars each. 

Aged 22 and 20, the pair 
were arrested after their DNA 
was extracted from the device 
found at the scene, while the 
first defendant’s fingerprints 

were found there too.
During interrogation, one of 

the suspects told the investiga-
tors that he was asked by the 
first suspect to reach behind a 
restaurant in Duraz. 

“He asked me to bring a tape, 
and then we made the device,” 
he said.  

“We later planted it on 
the road and ran away,” the 
20-year-old man confessed. 

The two defendants were 
given light sentenced consid-
ering their ages at the time of 
the incident in 2015.

October wetter, warmer 
• Thunderstorms 
occurred on 6 days

• Month was wet 
with 3 rainy days

• Highest temperature 
recorded was 39.1°C

• The lowest 
temperature recorded 
was 22.2°C 

TDT | Manama

October was warmer than 
normal with above-av-
erage precipitation, de-

spite the weather remaining 
unsettled with thunderstorms 
for over 6 days, latest met data 
shows. 

The data by the Ministry of 
Transportation and Telecom-
munications’ Meteorological 
Directorate said that the month 
was wet with 3 rainy days, ac-
cumulating 19.9 mm of precip-
itation at Bahrain International 
Airport (BIA).

This goes on record as the 
highest monthly total Precipi-
tation for October at BIA since 
1902 and 40 times more than the 
long-term normal for October 
which is 0.5 mm, according to 
the monthly weather summary. 

The highest day with pre-
cipitation was 11.6 mm fell on 

October 22 at BIA. This goes on 
record as the highest daily total 
of Precipitation since 1948. The 
old record was 8.9 mm on 31 
October 1969. Another amount 
of 3.3 mm fell on the 27th and 
5.0 mm fell on October 28 to 
make the total monthly amount 
19.9 mm at BIA. Trace amounts 
also recorded on October 20-21.

Thunderstorms occurred on 
6 days. Heavy rain showers as-
sociated with thunderstorm & 
strong gusts affected the king-
dom on October 22. This unset-
tled weather occurred due to 
series of upper troughs passed 
towards the Arabian Gulf and 
gust reached 39 knots with the 
visibility dropped that day to 
800 meters at BIA.

A total precipitation of 19.0 
mm fall at Sitra Island with gust 
reached 43 knots and a total 
precipitation of 2.4 mm fall at 
King Fahd Causeway with gust 
reached 44 knots were recorded 
on October 22.

The total monthly precip-
itation recorded for October 
2018 at Sitra Island was 55.4 mm 
whereas the total precipitation 
at Durrat Al Bahrain was 20.8 
mm and at King Fahd Causeway 
was 14.4 mm.

Bahrain had been affected by 
light rain in some areas on Oc-
tober 14, 17-18.

The mean temperature of 
the month was 30.9°C which is 
1.7°C above the long-term nor-
mal and this goes on record as 
the third highest mean temper-

atures for the month of Octo-
ber since 1902 and exceeded by 
October 2015 with a record of 
31.7°C and October 2017 with a 
record of 31.1°C.

The mean maximum temper-
ature of the month was 34.1°C 

which is 1.0°C above the long-
term normal. The highest tem-
perature recorded during the 
month was 39.1°C which oc-
curred on October 1 of at BIA but 
recorded 40.2°C on the same 
day at Durrat Al Bahrain

The mean minimum temper-
ature of the month was 27.9°C 
which is 2.4°C above the long-
term normal and this goes on 
record as the third highest mean 
minimum temperatures for the 
month of October since 1946 
and exceeded by October 2015 
with a record of 28.9°C and 
October 2014 with a record of 
28.2°C.

The lowest temperature re-
corded was 22.2°C set on Oc-
tober 27 at BIA but recorded 
19.6°C on October 30 at Durrat 
Al Bahrain.

The mean relative humidi-
ty for October was 59 per cent 
whereas the mean maximum 
relative humidity was 73 per 
cent and the mean minimum 
relative humidity was 42 per 
cent.

The prevailing wind was 22 
per cent from east direction. 
Northwesterly winds account-
ed for 19 per cent of the ob-
servation with gusts reaching 
45 knots on October 27 at BIA 
and this goes on record as the 
highest maximum wind gust 
speed for October since 1974. 
The old record was 44 knots set 
on October 16, 1974. Also, gusts 
reaching 45 knots on October 27 
at King Fahd Causeway.

Heavy rain showers 
associated with 
thunderstorm & 

strong gusts affect-
ed the kingdom on 

October 22. This 
unsettled weather 

occurred due to 
series of upper 
troughs passed 

towards the Ara-
bian Gulf and gust 
reached 39 knots 
with the visibility 
dropped that day 
to 800 meters at 

BIA.

Workshops to improve blockchain 
talent pool in the Kingdom

TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

To improve the blockchain 
talent pool in the country 

and to help companies under-
stand and implement block-
chain technology, a series of 
workshops are being held na-
tionwide.

Bahrain Technology Com-
panies Society (BTECH) block-
chain committee Head Fawaz 
Shakrallah, who is leading the 

initiative, told Tribune that the 
fact that blockchain is touted as 
being one of the biggest techno-
logical advancements in recent 
decades makes it necessary for 
Bahrain to focus on it. 

He said that blockchain devel-
opers are now one of the highest 
paid professionals.

The BTECH initiative is divid-
ed into two part, one is to train 
talents who are interested in 
blockchain and the other is to 
help companies learn about how 
blockchain can be implemented. 

Shakrallah also said that 
blockchain could be the answer 
to prevent fraud such as the fake 
degree scandal in the education 
sector. “The biggest problem we 
faced with educational qualifi-

cation is the certificates.”
“The issue was that we got 

fake certificates from fake uni-
versities and masters certifi-
cates that were fake as well. 

“With blockchain, the uni-
versity will issue the certificate 
and issue transactions on the 
blockchain network. That way 
it is authenticated, anybody can 
go on the system and confirm 
that this is actually original so it 
avoids fraud and counterfeit and 
malicious attackers and hack-
ers,” Shakrallah added.

Fawaz Shakrallah

Aluminium Bahrain (Alba) marked 
the Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
this year by hosting two separate 
events on Wellness and Health for 
Alba Ladies at the Oasis Hall during 
October 2018. The session on 4 
October, held by a team from Al 
Areen Resort & Spa, provided Alba 
women with free health check-ups 
and personalised tips to improve 
their health. The second session 
was held on 31 October by a well-
known Bahraini Psychiatrist and 
Behavioural Specialist Dr Sharifa 
Swar, who focussed on factors such 
as mindset, stress and happiness 
that affect women’s wellness.

US Ambassador Justin Siberell posing for a group photo at a reception held in honour of American artist Bernadette 
Frank at his residence in Saar.  The reception featured an exhibit of some of her artwork, along with the work of other 
artists from the American South, as part of the Art in Embassies collection.  The other American artists featured in 
the art exhibit were Danielle Nelisse, Manli Chao, Rebecca Fogg and Helen Lambert.  Bahraini government officials, 
diplomats, business leaders, artists, art gallery owners and journalists attended the event.                           
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ASSETS    
Cash and balances with banks  
Placements with �nancial institutions  
Investment in sukuk
Financing receivables  
Receivable from Ijarah investors  
Investment in equity securities 
Investment in real estate 
Equity-accounted investees 
Other assets 
    
Total assets  
    
LIABILITIES    
Placements from �nancial institutions  
Financing liabilities 
Other liabilities 
    
Total liabilities  
    
OWNERS’ EQUITY   
Share capital   
Statutory reserve  
(Accumulated losses)/retained earnings
Property fair value reserve  
General reserve  

Equity attributable to shareholders of the Bank 
 
Non-controlling interests  
    
Total owners’ equity  
    
Total liabilities and owner’s equity  
 

5,189
12,003
79,192

6,748
5,616

84,103
144,201

360
11,367

348,779

-
87,039

5,141

92,180

233,000
762

(3,233)
278

4,618

235,425

21,174

256,599

348,779

6,163
5,031

91,127
11,970

5,892
88,987

144,201
461

12,865

366,697

2,002
102,370

17,682

122,054

233,000
762

1,138
278

4,618

239,796

4,847

244,643

366,697

233,000
-
-
-
-
-
-

233,000

762
-
-
-
-
-
-

762

1,138
(4,247)

(55)
(4,302)

(750)
681

-

(3,233)

278
-
-
-
-
-
-

278

4,618
-
-
-
-
-
-

4,618

239,796
(4,247)

(55)
(4,302)

(750)
681

-

235,425

4,847
755

-
755

-
16,169

(597)

21,174

244,643
(3,492)

(55)
(3,547)

(750)
16,850

(597)

256,599

153
537

2,074
4,309

904
(47)

-
1,571

-
354

9,855

-

9,855

4,805
817

82
3,064

8,768

1,087

(3,635)

(944)

(3,492)

(4,247)
755

(3,492)

702
-

3,892
1,847

728
196
300
629
623
224

9,141

2,949

12,090

4,879
828

67
3,690

9,464

2,626

367

(2,800)

193

132
61

193

(3,492)

82
3,635

47
-

86
-

944
(354)

310
1,258

5,631
-

5,031
(803)

(4,838)
6,279

(40,375)
54,263

-
-
-

53
(12)

-

13,929

(2,002)
(15,331)

(496)
8,650

(9,179)

11,029
6,163

17,192

5,189
12,003
17,192

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED INCOME STATEMENT 

for the nine months ended 30 September 2018

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT 
OF FINANCIAL POSITION  
as at 30 September 2018

INCOME
Income from investment banking services 
Income from advisory services
Income from sukuk
Income from invetment in equity securities
Finance income  
Share of (loss)/pro�t of equity-accounted investees 
Gain on sale of equity-accounted investees
Income from investment in real estate
Gain on sale of investment in real estate 
Other income 
 
Total income from continuing operations
Discontinued operations:
Income from disconintued operations, net 

Total income

EXPENSES     
Sta� cost   
Finance expense  
Depreciation and amortization  
Other operating expenses  

Total operating expenses

Pro�t/(loss) for the period before fair value changes 
and impairment allowances

Fair value changes on investement securities, net
Impairment allowances on investment securities 
and expected credit losses

(LOSS)/PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD

Attributable to:   
Shareholders of Bank 
Non-controlling interests 

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
for the nine months ended 30 September 2018

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED INTERIM  
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
30 September 2018

OPERATING ACTIVITIES  
(Loss)/pro�t for the period
Adjustment for:
Depreciation and amortization
Fair value changes on investment securities, net
Share of loss/(pro�t) of equity-accounted investees
Gain on sale of equity-accounted investees
Loss/(gain) on sale of investment in sukuk
Gain on sale of investment in real estate
Impairment allowances
Other income
Net amortisation of premium on sukuk
Operating pro�t before changes in operating assets and liabilities

Changes in operating assets and liabilities:
Financing receivables
Receivables from ijarah investors
Placements with �nancial institutions (with original maturity more than 90 days)
Other assets
Other liabilities
Net cash generated from operating activities
  
INVESTING ACTIVITIES  
Purchase of investment securities
Proceeds from sale of investment securities
Proceeds from sale of assets acquired for leasing
Purchase of investment in real estate
Proceeds from sale of investment in real estate
Proceeds from sale of equity-accounted investees, net
Payment for purchase of equipment
Assets acquired for leasing

Net cash generated from/(used in) investing activities 
  
FINANCING ACTIVITIES   
Placements from �nancial institutions
Financing liabilities
Dividends paid
Proceeds from investors for partial sale of subsidiaries

Net cash used in �nancing activities

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents at 1 January  
  
Cash and cash equivalents at 30 September

Cash and cash equivalents comprise:   
Cash and balances with banks* 
Placements with �nancial institutions (with original maturity of 90 days or less) 
 

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN OWNERS’ EQUITY 
for the nine months ended 30 September 2018 

Equity attributable to shareholders of the Bank

Equity attributable to shareholders of the Bank

Balance at 1 January 2018  
(Loss)/pro�t for the period 
E�ect of adoption of FAS 30 
Total recognised income and expense for the period 
Dividends to shareholders
Non-controlling interests arising from partial sale of  subsidiaries
Distribution to non-controlling interests

Balance at 30 September 2018

30 September 2018 (reviewed)

30 September 2017 (reviewed)

Share
capital

30 September 
2018

(audited)(reviewed) (reviewed) (reviewed)

US$ 000’s US$ 000’s

US$ 000’s

US$ 000’s

31 December
2017

30 September
2018 

30 September
2017

-
62

460
65

255
(41)

-
448

-
(2)

1,247

-

1,247

1,360
210

23
858

2,451

(1,204)

619

8

(577)

(1,107)
530

(577)

205
-

659
79

290
125

-
285

-
3

1,646

57

1,703

1,546
336

22
1,100

3,004

(1,301)

183

(14)

(1,132)

(1,160)
28

(1,132)

(reviewed) (reviewed)

30 September
2018 

30 September
2017

Nine  months ended �ree months ended

Statutory
reserve

(Accumulated 
losses)/

retained earnings

(Accumulated 
losses)/

retained earnings

Property 
fair value 

reserve

General 
reserve

Total Non-controlling 
interests

Total 
owners’ 

equity

Share
capital

Statutory
reserve

Property 
fair value 

reserve

General 
reserve

Total Non-controlling 
interests

Total 
owners’ 

equity

Balance at 1 January 2017 
Pro�t for the period  
Fair value changes, net
Total recognised income and expense for the period
Adjustment of losses
 
Balance at 30 September 2017

193

67
(367)
(196)
(300)

(1,101)
(623)
2,800
(200)

44
317

(2,861)
9,247

-
8,796
4,065

19,564

(177,989)
127,817

23,350
(1,584)
11,139

4,683
(141)

(6,929)

(19,654)

(4,502)
2,193

-
-

(2,309)

(2,399)
13,052

10,653

5,628
5,025

10,653

(reviewed)(reviewed)

30 September 
2018 

30 September
2017

Nine months ended

�e above has been extracted from 30 September condensed consolidated interim �nancial 
statements reviewed by KPMG. �e �nancials have been approved by Board of Directors. 

300,000
-
-
-

(67,000)

233,000

676
-
-
-
-

676

(66,634)
132

-
132

67,000

498

610
-

(308)
(308)

-

302

4,618
-
-
-
-

4,618

239,270
132

(308)
(176)

-

239,094

2,735
61

-
61

-

2,796

242,005
193

(308)
(115)

-

241,890

* Net of expected credit loss of US$ 45 thousands (31 December 2017: Nil)

Young Arabs see religion as 
central to national identity 

New findings from 10th ASDA’A BCW Arab Youth Survey 

• Arabs believe religion 
plays too big a role 
in the Middle East 

• Germany is the 
favoured nation for 
Arab youth to live in

TDT | Dubai

Young Arabs believe that 
religion is essential to 
their identity, but also say 

that it plays too much of a role in 
today’s Middle East, according 
to newly released findings from 
the 2018 ASDA’A BCW Arab Youth 
Survey. 

The survey was unveiled at 
a special German-Arab Friend-
ship Association event hosted by  
Ali Abdulla Al Ahmed, the UAE 
Ambassador to Germany, at the 
Embassy of the UAE in Berlin.

Held under the theme “Invest-
ing in Arab Youth – Fostering 
Responsible Leadership” the 
event welcomed more than 80 
distinguished guests, including 
MPs, diplomats academics and 
business leaders. 

In his opening remarks, Ali 
Abdulla Al Ahmed told assem-
bled guests: “The UAE is a young 
country, both in terms of when 
we were established, and in 
terms of our population. As we 
move beyond our dependence 
on our natural bounty of hydro-
carbons, it is youth that will be 
our biggest asset.”

New findings from the Survey 
revealed that youth in the Arabi-

an Gulf states are more likely to 
see religion as key to their iden-
tity, with 89 per cent agreeing 
with the statement ‘my religion 
is central to my identity’ com-
pared with 74 per cent of those 
in the Levant countries, com-
prising Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, 
and the Palestinian Territories. 

However, perhaps surpris-
ingly given the importance of 
religion to their identity, two-
thirds (68 per cent) of youth in 

the Gulf Co-operation Council 
states (GCC) agreed with the 
statement ‘religion plays too big 
a role in the Middle East’ – com-
pared with just 56 per cent in 
the Levant.

Sunil John, founder & CEO 
of ASDA’A BCW and President 
of BCW Middle East, who pre-
sented the findings at the event 
at the Embassy of the United 
Arab Emirates in Berlin, said: 
“What’s more ambiguous in this 

year’s findings is the attitudes 
towards religion among young 
Arabs. Young people across the 
region clearly believe religion 
is central to their identity; it’s 
interesting, though, that a ma-
jority also believe it plays too 
big a role in defining the region  
itself.”

With the aim of exploring at-
titudes and sentiments of Arab 
youth across 16 countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
the ASDA’A BCW Arab Youth Sur-
vey is an annual snapshot of the 
hopes, fears and perceptions of 
the region’s most important de-
mographic – its youth –  includ-
ing how they view their future, 
the digital revolution and the 
shifting attitudes towards the 
region’s friends and foes. 

The three countries where 
Germany scored highest as 
an aspirational country to 
live in were Morocco (23 per 
cent),  Jordan (22pc),  and  
Bahrain (21pc). 

Among those looking for their 
country to emulate Germany 
were youth responders from the 
Palestinian Territories (35 per 
cent), Jordan (19pc), and Bah-
rain (18pc). 

From left: Santo Pane, Managing Director BCW Frankfurt; Member of Parliament Alexander Gamal Radwan; Ali Al Ahmad,  UAE Ambassador to Germany; UAE-based 
entrepreneur and founder of Womena, Elissa Freiha; and Sunil John, President, BCW Middle East.

It’s interesting, 
though, that a 

majority also believe 
religion plays too big 
a role in defining the 

region itself
  

SUNIL JOHN
FOUNDER & CEO OF ASDA’A
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Interim Consolidated Statement
of Financial Position

Interim Consolidated
Statement of Income

Interim Consolidated
Statement of Cash Flows

 Attributable to shareholders of the Parent

            

      Fair value  Foreign      

      through Property currency    Non- Total

 Share Share Treasury Statutory General equity fair value translation Retained Proposed  controlling owners’

 capital premium shares reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve earnings dividend Total  shareholders equity

 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000

           

Balance at 1 January 2018 132,519 - - 19,768 - - - - 3,321 18,095 173,703 7,804 181,507 

Net income for the period  - - - - - - - - 10,940 - 10,940 (34) 10,906 

Other comprehensive income for the period - - - - - 417 - - - - 417 - 417

Total comprehensive income for the period  - - - - - 417 - - 10,940 - 11,357 (34) 11,323 

Dividend payout - - - - - - - - - (18,095) (18,095) - (18,095)

Net transfer from fair value through equity reserve - - - - - (265) - - 265 - - - -   

Net movement in share of non-controlling shareholders - - - - - - - - - - - (43) (43)

Balance at 30 September 2018 132,519 - - 19,768 - 152  - - 14,526 - 166,965 7,727 174,692

Balance at 1 January 2017 177,140 71,403 (21,923) 17,757 28,237 (3,574) 30,923 (91) 60,403 - 360,275 8,316 368,591

Net income for the period  - - - - - - - - 15,459 - 15,459 (84) 15,375 

Other comprehensive income for the period  - - - - - 102 - 43 - - 145 - 145

Total comprehensive income for the period - - - - - 102 - 43 15,459 - 15,604  (84)  15,520 

Cancellation of treasury shares (12,044)  (9,879) 21,923 - - - - - - - - - -   

Reduction of equity on asset transfer (32,577) (61,524) - - (28,237) 77 (30,900) - (56,839) - (210,000) - (210,000)

Net transfer from fair value through equity reserve - - - - - - (23) - 23 - - - -   

Net movement in share of non-controlling shareholders - - - - - - - - - - - (419) (419)

Balance at 30 September 2017 132,519 - - 17,757 - (3,395) - (48) 19,046 - 165,879 7,813 173,692   

These statements have been extracted from the interim condensed consolidated financial statements for the nine month period ended 30 September 2018, reviewed by EY. These interim condensed consolidated financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors 

on 24 October 2018. Kuwait Finance House (Bahrain) B.S.C. (c) is licensed by CBB as an Islamic retail bank.

Interim Consolidated Statement of Changes in Owners’ Equity

  Reviewed Audited 
  30 Sep 31 Dec 
  2018 2017
  BD 000 BD 000

ASSETS

Cash and balances with banks and Central Bank of Bahrain 53,640  66,962 

Due from banks 68,770  46,107 

Financing contracts 832,293  737,552 

Investments  7,268  7,747 

Investment in sukuk 234,392  157,065 

Investment in associates 12,960  12,599 

Receivables and other assets  261,759  272,856 

Premises and equipment  4,130  9,437

TOTAL ASSETS 1,475,212  1,310,325 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY OF INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

  HOLDERS AND OWNERS’ EQUITY

LIABILITIES  

Customers’ current accounts 137,693  135,098 

Due to banks 169,184   163,760 

Due to non-banks 380,740  234,933 

Other liabilities 20,121  23,101 

Subordinated wakala payable 94,250  94,250

  801,988  651,142

EQUITY OF INVESTMENT ACCOUNT HOLDERS 498,532  477,676

OWNERS’ EQUITY

Equity attributable to shareholders of the Parent

Share capital 132,519   132,519 

Statutory reserve  19,768  19,768 

Fair value through equity reserve 152   -   

Proposed dividend - 18,095 

Retained earnings 14,526   3,321

  166,965  173,703 

Non-controlling shareholders  7,727  7,804

  174,692  181,507 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY OF INVESTMENT

  ACCOUNT HOLDERS  AND OWNERS’ EQUITY 1,475,212  1,310,325

    

OFF-BALANCE SHEET

EQUITY OF INVESTMENT ACCOUNT HOLDERS 130,220  135,080 

CONTINGENT LIABILITIES AND COMMITMENTS  102,140  135,078 

31 March 2017 (Reviewed)

 Nine months ended 
 30 Sep

  2018 2017
  BD 000 BD 000

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Net income for the period from operations 10,906  12,775 

Net results for the period from discontinued

  operations -  2,600

Net income for the period 10,906  15,375

Adjustments for:

  Provisions - net 67  2,225 

  Depreciation 852  767 

  Share of income from associates (95)  (396)

  Net gain on sale of investments (188)  (6,784)

  Net gain on sale of premises and equipment (2,370)  -   

  Foreign exchange gain (568)  (314)

  Net unrealised loss on investment in real estate -  309 

  Net unrealised (gain)/loss on investments (124)  25 

  Dividend income (39)  (63)

  Rental income -  (61)

Operating income before changes in

  operating assets and liabilities 8,441  11,083 

Changes in operating assets and liabilities:

  Mandatory reserve with Central Bank of Bahrain (2,130)  (1,870)

  Due from banks 24,141  (2)

  Financing contracts (94,182)  (59,912)

  Receivables and other assets (1,219)  8,777 

  Customers’ current accounts 2,595  (14,370)

  Due to banks 5,424  (39,348)

  Due to non-banks 145,807  6,728 

  Other liabilities (4,634)  (11,417)

  Subordinated wakala payable -  3,008

Net cash flows from (used in) operating activities 84,243  (97,323)

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Disposal (purchase) of investments - net 762  (3,759)

(Purchase) disposal of investment in sukuk - net (77,718)  9,866 

Purchase of investment in real estate - net -  (87)

Distributions from investment in associates -  2,962 

Dividend income 39  63 

Rental income -    61 

Purchase of premises and equipment - net (1,375)  (812)

Net cash flows (used in) from investing activities (78,292)  8,294 

FINANCING ACTIVITY

Net movement in equity of investment account holders 20,856  39,991

Net cash flows from financing activity 20,856  39,991

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND

  CASH EQUIVALENTS 26,807  (49,038)

Cash and cash equivalents at 1 January 58,500  103,687

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 85,307  54,649 

FINANCIAL RESULTS
www.kfh.bh

Abdulhakeem Yaqoub Alkhayyat
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer

Hamad Abdulmohsen AlMarzouq
Chairman of the Board of Directors

Licensed as an Islamic Retail Bank by the Central Bank of Bahrain

Retail Banking  •  Corporate Finance  •  Private Banking  •  Investment  •  Wealth Management

30 September 2018 (Reviewed)

  Three months ended Nine months ended
  30 Sep 30 Sep

  2018 2017 2018 2017
  BD 000 BD 000 BD 000 BD 000

Income from financing contracts 10,538 11,406 36,156  33,313 

Income from investments 3,040 258 4,236  7,411 

Income from sukuk 2,989 1,629 8,053  5,057 

Share of income from associates 14 (42) 95  396 

Net (loss) revenue from non-banking

  business entities (68) (270) (149)  507 

OPERATING INCOME 16,513 12,981 48,391  46,684

Return on equity of investment account holders

  before Group’s share as mudarib (3,802) (2,958) (10,619)  (8,258)

Group’s share as mudarib 1,991 1,629 6,000  4,398

Return on equity of investment account holders (1,811) (1,329) (4,619)  (3,860)

Profit on due to banks, due to non-banks

  and subordinated wakala payable (5,110) (2,417) (13,098)  (9,045)

NET OPERATING INCOME 9,592 9,235 30,674  33,779

Staff costs 4,162 3,404 11,732  10,391 

Depreciation 292 249 849  757 

Provisions - net 1,343 1,000 67  2,225 

Other expenses 2,293 2,328 6,715  6,828 

Operating expenses of non-banking

  business entities 140 162 405  803

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 8,230 7,143 19,768  21,004 

NET INCOME FOR THE PERIOD

  FROM OPERATIONS 1,362 2,092 10,906  12,775

DISCONTINUED OPERATIONS

Net results for the period from

  discontinued operations - 2,600 -  2,600 

NET INCOME FOR THE PERIOD 1,362 4,692 10,906  15,375

Attributable to:

Shareholders of the Parent 1,369 4,714 10,940  15,459 

Non-controlling shareholders (7) (22) (34)  (84)

  1,362 4,692 10,906  15,375  
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I’ll tell you what. 
CNN should be 

ashamed of 
itself having you 

working for them. 
You are a rude, 
terrible person. 
You shouldn’t be 
working for CNN

DONALD TRUMP

A pidgin or pidgin 
language, is a 
grammatically 

simplified means 
of communication 
that develops be-

tween two or more 
groups that do not 
have a language in 

common 

KNOW WHAT

Lions suspected in drowning 
of 400 buffaloes in Botswana
Gaborone, Botswana

More than 400 buffaloes 
believed to have been 

chased by lions drowned in a 
river in northern Bostwana this 
week, the government said.

The mass drowning occurred 
in Chobe River near the border 
with Namibia.

Early investigations by au-
thorities in both countries 

“suggest that an exceptionally 
large buffalo herd was grazing 
in Namibia when they stam-
peded into the Chobe River,” 
Botswana’s Ministry of En-
vironment, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation and Tour-
ism said in a statement late 
Wednesday.

“Initial indications are that 
they were being chased by a 
pride of lions,” the ministry 

said.
“It is estimated that more 

than 400 animals drowned due 
to the massive movement of 
buffalo trampling, and falling 
from steep river banks.”

M a s s  d r o w n i n g s  a r e 
n o t  u n c o m m o n ,  t h e  
ministry added.

Namibian media reported 
that the incident occurred on 
Tuesday night.

Cuba hands over US national
Havana, Cuba

Cuba on Wednesday handed 
over to the United States 

an Interpol-sought American 
who had been avoiding justice 
in the neighboring Caribbean 
nation.

The man, whose identity 
was not disclosed by Havana, 
was sought “for serious crimes 
committed there” and entered 
Cuba on October 28.

“This action is based on Cu-
ba’s strict compliance with its 
international legal obligations 
and existing bilateral agree-

ments with the United States 
on compliance and enforce-
ment, and the cooperation that 
both governments are devel-
oping on this front,” a Cuban 
statement said. 

A statement from the Es-
sex County prosecutor’s of-
fice in New Jersey, delivered 
to AFP, identified the man as 
James Ray III, 55, who was 
wanted on murder charges 
involving his partner Angela  
Bledsoe, 44.

He returned to New Jersey 
late Tuesday. 47 dead as buses 

collide

Harare, Zimbabwe

Forty-seven people were 
killed in Zimbabwe 

Wednesday when two buses 
collided on a road between 
the capital Harare and the 
eastern town of Rusape, po-
lice said. 

“We confirm 47 people 
have died in a road traffic 
accident at the 166-kilo-
metre peg along the Hara-
re-Mutare highway,” police 
spokesman Paul Nyathi 
said. On Twitter, the state-
run Herald newspaper said 
pictures from the scene 
were too graphic to post. 
The paper said the morgue 
at the local public hospital 
in Rusape had run out of 
space and sought help from 
a private funeral parlour to 
take in some of the corpses. 

Britan’s Prince of Wales goes ‘pidgin’ in Nigeria 
AFP | Lagos, Nigeria

He’s better known for speak-
ing the Queen’s English but 

the Prince of Wales on Wednes-
day turned to pidgin as he visit-
ed Nigeria’s commercial capital.

“How you dey? (How are 
you?)” he asked assembled dig-
nitaries, including former heads 
of state, presidential candidates, 
leading politicians, and stars 
from the world of fashion, music 
and the arts.

Queen Elizabeth II’s eldest 
son and heir, who turns 70 this 
month and winds up a tour of 
The Gambia, Ghana and Nige-
ria on Thursday, said he was 

pleased to be back in “Lasgidi” 
(Lagos).

 “I find it hard to believe that 
nearly 30 years have passed 
since I first came to this city,” he 
added in a speech at the British 
Deputy High Commissioner’s 
residence.

“As they say, ‘God don but-
ta my bread’ (God has blessed 
me),” he said, praising the city 
for its dynamism and energy.

Lagos --  home to  more 
than 20 million people and 
driver of the economy of Af-
rica’s most populous nation 
-- is a hub of innovation and  
industry.

Charles, whose Prince’s Trust 
has helped launch the careers 

of hundreds of thousands of 
young entrepreneurs, said both 
shared the same spirit of imagi-
nation and ingenuity. “If life dey 

show you pepper, make pepper 
soup,” he said, which roughly 
translates to “life is what you  
make it”.

Prince Charles (C) speaks with commonwealth Walkaway representatives during 
a reception at the British Deputy High Commission in Lagos

Runaway truck 
crash kills nine in 
Mexico
Mexico City, Mexico

A large truck smashed 
into cars after losing its 

brakes on a highway outside 
Mexico City, killing at least 
nine people and injuring 
16, police said. The acci-
dent happened during the 
evening rush hour, the mu-
nicipal security department 
said. The truck’s impact 
triggered a huge pile-up in-
volving a dozen or so cars. 
Helicopters rushed injured 
people to hospitals.

Taiwan navy gets 
two new warships

Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

Taiwanese  President 
Tsai Ing-wen vowed 

yesterday that the island 
would not “concede one 
step” in defending itself as 
she inaugurated two frig-
ates bought from the US 
aimed at boosting Taipei’s 
naval capabilities against 
China. Beijing still claims 
self-ruled Taiwan as part 
of its territory awaiting 
reunification, by force if 
necessary, even though the 
two sides have been ruled 
separately since 1949, after 
a civil war. 

Verbal duel with Trump
White House bars CNN reporter who  sparred with Donald Trump at a news conference

• Trump called 
reporter Jim Acosta a 
“rude, terrible person

• The heated exchange 
began after Acosta clung 
to the microphone

• A White House intern 
tried in vain to take 
the microphone from 
the CNN journalis

AFP | Washington, United States

The White  House on 
Wednesday suspended 
the press pass of a CNN 

reporter who  sparred with Don-
ald Trump at a news conference, 
during which the president 
branded him the “enemy of the 
people.”

A visibly angry Trump called 
reporter Jim Acosta a “rude, 
terrible person,” after the CNN 
White House correspondent 
refused the president’s orders 
to sit down and yield the micro-
phone during the conference 
one day after the US midterm 
election.

“The White House is sus-
pending the hard pass of the 
reporter involved until fur-
ther notice,” said White House 

spokeswoman Sarah Sanders 
hours later, referring to Acos-
ta, who then tweeted that he 
had been denied White House  
entry.

The heated exchange began 
after Acosta clung to the mi-
crophone and persisted with 
questions about the president’s 
repeated and angry denuncia-
tion of a caravan of poor Central 
American migrants making their 
way through Mexico to the US 
border. He asked Trump why 
he has characterized it as an 
invasion.

Trump said “that’s enough!” 
and a White House intern tried 
in vain to take the microphone 
from the CNN journalist.

“President Trump believes 
in a free press and expects and 
welcomes tough questions of 
him and his Administration,” 
Sanders said in her statement.

“We will, however, never 
tolerate a reporter placing his 
hands on a young woman just 
trying to do her job as a White 
House intern. This conduct is 
absolutely unacceptable,” she 
said.

Acosta shot back at the ac-
cusation of misconduct, tweet-
ing “this is a lie” -- as his net-
work and a number of Wash-
ington journalists who had 
been at the press conference 
voiced support for him and 
denied the White House al-
legations that he touched the  
intern.

At the conference Trump, 
when asked if he had “de-
monized immigrants” during 
the midterms campaign, replied: 
“No, I want them to come into 
the country. But they have to 
come in legally.”

Acosta persisted, saying: 
“They are hundreds of miles 
away. That is not an invasion.”

At that point, the president 
snapped.

“Honestly, I think you should 
let me run the country. You run 
CNN, and if you did it well, your 
ratings would be higher,” Trump 
said.

As the reporter contin-
ued, Trump declared: “That’s 
enough, put down the mic” and 
walked away from his own po-
dium, as if leaving.

When NBC reporter Peter Al-
exander took the mic for the 
next question, he defended 
Acosta as a “diligent reporter” 
-- earning Trump’s ire.

“I’m not a fan of yours either. 
To be honest. You aren’t the 
best,” he said.

US President Donald Trump (R) gets into a heated exchange with CNN chief White House correspondent Jim Acosta (C) as 
NBC correspondent Peter Alexander (L) looks on during a post-election press conference in the East Room of the White 
House in Washington, DC

Members of the military and 
journalists (R) gather on the 
dock as the ‘Feng Chia’ (L-1115) 
and ‘Ming Chuan’ (C-1112) navy 
frigates



Saudi author’s novel tackles taboo of being bipolar
Arab News | Jeddah

Saudi author Ghada Aboud, published 
her first Arabic novel earlier this year 

titled “Bipolar.” What made her interested in 
writing about the disorder is how the media 
over-romanticize the illness, associating it 
with talent.

“Teenagers are being sold this image: It 
kind of makes it attractive to become de-
pressed, miserable, sad and self-destructive 
when it actually is the most harmful, sad, 
horrible thing that can ever happen to you 
because people who are actually suffering are 
not talking,” Aboud told Arab News.

“People who are really suffering with all 
the pressure that’s happening and with all 
the judgments, labelling and media cam-
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Syrian qanun player 
who found her voice in 

the darkest of times
Despite the global 

unfamiliarity of her 
78-string, traditional, 
Arabian instrument, 

Maya Youssef ’s 
fragile, heartfelt 

compositions have 
struck a universal 

chord. Released 
late in 2017, ‘Syrian 

Dreams’ recently 
earnt Youssef a 

nomination for Best 
Artist at one of world 

music’s highest-
profile events

Ghada Aboud 
says the media 
over-romanticizes 
the illness, 
associating it 
with creativity. 
This masks the 
fact that people 
are suffering in 
silence in growing 
numbers
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Saudi author’s novel tackles taboo of being bipolar
paigns, the social pressure, the financial 
pressure.  The numbers are multiplying: 300 
million people around the world are suffering 
from depression and manic depression.” 

In the beginning of her book, Aboud uses 
areas of Jeddah as a metaphor for the illness. 
“When rain comes, people in the north have 
better streets, better houses, they’re okay. 
They see it, but their houses are not ruined 
by the rain and their streets did not flood. 
Unlike the people who live in the south of 
Jeddah, who have a very bad infrastructure. 
They can’t withstand it. This is a metaphor 
for the mental illness. We all go through 
difficult circumstances, but people shouldn’t 
be blamed.”

“For example, if I told you I went through a 
traumatic love experience, and you would be 

able to get through it, those are your circum-
stances. But not my circumstances, because 
I have circumstances, my infrastructure, my 
upbringing as a child, as a teenager, made 
these outer circumstances, when it hit me, 
it destroyed me. Why are you blaming me?”

The protagonist in her novel is a therapist 
who is diagnosed as bipolar. “It’s very easy 
to sit back and lecture people,” Aboud said. 
“It’s very rare that we can help ourselves and 
get ourselves out of our own circumstances.”

The novel’s message is: “We are all bipolar 
somehow. It’s only normal to go through 
these extreme ups and extreme downs. So 
we have to accept our differences and our 
contradictions and our downfalls and our 
victories, and accept life as it is and accept 
others.”

The National | Damascus

Maya Youssef had never written 
a piece of music before when 
she sat down at her qanun, 

fighting the tears rolling down her face, 
and began playing the first notes of 
what would become ‘Syrian Dreams’ – 
the title track of her debut album – an 
uncontrollable emotional outpouring 
inspired by watching the images of war 
ravaging her homeland.

“It was 2012, I was sitting in my 
apartment in London, watching the 
news, and there was this moment when 
I saw a little girl, the same age as my 
son – about three-and-a-half, four – 
dead in her bedroom in Damascus,” 
remembers the 33-year-old former UAE 
resident. “It hit me at that moment that 
I might never go back, that I might lose 
my country – it was really dark, I was in 
tears, I held the instrument and ‘Syrian 
Dreams’ just gushed out of me.”

‘Music became a real outlet for me’
Born and raised in Damascus, Youssef 

had arrived in the British capital earli-
er that same year, after years living in 
Dubai and Muscat. Now thousands of 
miles away, connected to her home-
land only through frantic messages and 
tragic news reports, the music began 
to flow. “I never felt the need to write 
before, but music became a real outlet 
for me to just speak about everything 
I was feeling,” she says. “It was very 
raw, and it came from a place of sheer 
vulnerability.”

Despite the global unfamiliarity of 
her 78-string, traditional, Arabian in-
strument, Youssef ’s fragile, heartfelt 
compositions have struck a universal 
chord. Released late in 2017, ‘Syrian 
Dreams’ recently earnt Youssef a nom-
ination for Best Artist at the Songlines 
Music Awards 2018, one of world mu-
sic’s highest-profile events. The only 
Arab, and the only instrumentalist, to 
be singled out for the honour, she will 
compete against established African 
superstars Vieux Farka Toure, Bou-
bacar Traore and Oumou Sangare at the 
awards show in London later this year.

“I came to understand that there is 
a massive power in showing how you 
really feel, and being vulnerable. It’s a 
powerful record because there’s a story 
behind each piece of music,” she says. 
“Also, it’s not what you expect from an 
Arabic qanun player – it challenged 
what you expect from a woman playing 
a very traditional instrument – it broke 
the stereotypes.”

Coming from a dark place
After that first, dark night, the music 

continued to flow. The exterior chaos 
she witnessed enveloping her beloved 
homeland was mirrored in the inte-
rior terror of an abusive relationship, 
an experience relieved in the poign-
ant Bombs Turn into Roses, inspired 
by waking abruptly from a haunting 
dream.

“I was going through domestic abuse 
at the same time as the situation in 
Syria had been getting really dark, and 
I had been losing family and friends,” 
she remembers. “I had a nightmare, a 
vision, that I was looking up to a sky full 
of bombs – they were falling down in 
slow motion, and just before they hit me 
they turned into white rose petals – and 
I woke up at 3am, half asleep, and wrote 
the main theme of the piece. I couldn’t 
finish it until 2016 because every time I 
tried to come back to it was a full circle.

“It was a really dark place from all 
dimensions – it was the fear of not 
finding my way, the fear even of dying. 
When I hit that stage, I heard a voice 
in my head, saying ‘right, there’s two 
choices here – do something about it, 
or perish’.”

A nostalgic longing for the past
Throughout the record, Youssef’s stark, 
piercing qanun melodies are sympa-
thetically framed by cello, oud and per-
cussion, organic acoustic layers cred-
ited in part to Joe Boyd, the legendary 
rock, folk and world music producer 
whose credits include early Pink Floyd, 

Nick Drake, Eric Clapton and REM.
Not all the material comes from such 

a sombre place. Youssef warmly de-
scribes the nostalgic longing of Seven 
Gates of Damascus as a 10-minute “son-
ic journey through my city”. Meanwhile 
the musician’s “mischievous side” is 
displayed in Hi-Jazz – a play on the 
hijaz mode otherwise known as the 
phrygian dominant scale – too-often 
employed to add flourishes of exoti-
cism, from Hollywood movies to west-
ern pop songs.

“It’s basically me having a bit of a 
laugh at stereotypes about Arabic mu-
sic,” Youssef says with a giggle. “When-
ever you want to evoke ‘the exotic east’, 
you just play the scale hijaz – and 
there’s so much more to Arabic music 
than this.”

Such an assuredly playful approach 
could only come from a certified musi-

cal omnivore with a rebellious streak. 
Today, Youssef laughs about the taxi 
driver who told her at the age of nine, 
on the way to Damascus’s Solhi al-Wa-
di Institute, that women should not 
play the qanun – a rebuttal which only 
fuelled her resolve to revolt, soon after 
ditching the violin she was carrying.

This oft-toted anecdote serves to 
underline both the prejudices and the 
energy she expended rallying against 
them. It was only after moving to Dubai 
in 2007 that Youssef began her career 
as a soloist, performing at prestigious 
locations including the Burj Al Arab 
and Sharjah’s Al Qasba, and receiving 
wide exposure on Arabic TV channels.

‘I’m full of hope’
“The UAE was the beginning for me,” 
she says. “As a musician you go through 
two phases – copying other people’s 
styles, and then finding your own voice. 
When I was in Damascus, I was within 
that bubble, I didn’t find it necessary 
to find my voice. In the UAE, I started 
playing by myself for 12 hours at a time 
– I would just do nothing but play, play, 
play – it was really crucial, because that 
was the beginning of me finding my 
unique voice.”

Two years later, Youssef was invit-
ed to teach Arabic music and qanun 
at Oman’s Sultan Qaboos University. 
Frustrated by the lack of opportunities 
to continue her performance career, af-
ter two years she emigrated to London 

as part of the Arts Council England’s 
Exceptional Talent scheme, and she is 
currently pursuing a PhD at the Univer-
sity of London’s School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS).

Work is also already under way on a 
second album – which is likely to prove 
a less sombre affair.

“Right now, I’m full of hope, and in 
a lovely peaceful space in my life,” she 
added. “Everything I do is intuitive flow 
– I am not very good at doing stuff from 
here – everything I do comes from my 
heart and gut. I am the feely type, so if 
it doesn’t flow naturally, it’s not going 
to work for me.”

Introducing the qanun
A descendant of the Egyptian harp, the 
qanun is believed to date back to the 
10th century, where it has been traced 
to the Assyrian region. The name de-
rives from the Arabic term for “law”. 
Introduced to Europe in the 12th cen-
tury, it forms part of the zither family.

Youssef’s qanun consists of 78 strings 
arranged in groups of three. Trapezoid 
in shape, the instrument’s body is typ-
ically laid on a musician’s knees and 
plucked with two plectrums. Strings 
are typically tuned to a given maqam, or 
scale, and need to be adjusted to play in 
different keys. In ensembles, other in-
struments frequently tune to the qanun.

Youssef credits the Turkish masters 
Goksel Baktagir and Halil Karaduman 
as her greatest inspirations, the latter 
serving as her teacher. Traditionally 
guarded as a men’s instrument, she es-
timates less than five per cent of qanun 
players today are women.

“The qanun really is the sound of 
home,” she adds. “I hear over and over 
from audiences that it evokes memo-
ries, smells, visions – when they hear 
it, some people just go into ecstatic 
states of being – they start dancing or 
start crying. It’s really very visceral, to 
someone who has grown up with this 
sound.”

1799
Napoleon Bonaparte pulls off a 
coup and becomes the dictator 
of France under the title of 
First Consul

1494 
Piero the Unfortunate of the 
de’ Medici family, ruler of Flor-
ence, loses his power and flees 
the state

1980
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein declares holy war 
against Iran

1994 
Chemical element Darmstad-
tium discovered at GSI Helm-
holtz Centre for Heavy Ion Re-
search near Darmstadt, German

TODAY IN 
HISTORY
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I came to understand that 
there is a massive power 

in showing how you really 
feel, and being vulnerable. 

It’s a powerful record 
because there’s a story 

behind each piece of music
MAYA YOUSSEF

A descendant of the Egyptian harp, 
the qanun is believed to date back to 
the 10th century, where it has been 
traced to the Assyrian region. The 

name derives from the Arabic term 
for “law”. Introduced to Europe in 

the 12th century, it forms part of the 
zither family

The novel’s message is: “We are all 
bipolar somehow. It’s only normal 
to go through these extreme ups 
and extreme downs. So we have 

to accept our differences and our 
contradictions and our downfalls 

and our victories, and accept life as 
it is and accept others.”
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Maya Youssef plays her qanun during a recording

People who are really suffering 
with all the pressure that’s 
happening and with all the 

judgments, labelling and media 
campaigns, the social pressure, 

the financial pressure.  The 
numbers are multiplying: 

300 million people around 
the world are suffering 

from depression and manic 
depression

GHADA ABOUD
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Toshiba slahes 
7,000 jobs
Tokyo, Japan

Japan’s engineering gi-
ant Toshiba announced 

plans yesterday to slash 
7,000 jobs and liquidate a 
unit building a UK nuclear 
power plant, leaving its fate 
in doubt.

Toshiba also expects to 
scrap or consolidate some 
factories and reduce its sub-
sidiaries by 25 percent -- 
announcing the withdrawal 
from a US-based liquid nat-
ural gas business.

The liquidation of Nu-
Gen, a nuclear subsidiary 
in Britain, could complicate 
UK efforts to shift away from 
polluting power plants that 
rely on coal, a number of 
which are slated to close.

“After considering the 
additional costs entailed in 
continuing to operate Nu-
Gen, Toshiba recognises 
that the economically ra-
tional decision is to with-
draw from the UK nuclear 
power plant construction 
project and has resolved 
to take steps to wind up 
NuGen,” Toshiba said in a 
statement.

The NuGen project in 
Cumbria in northwest 
England was to comprise 
three reactors and was due 
to start producing energy 
from 2025.

Toshiba CEO Nobuaki 
Kurumatani told reporters 
in Tokyo the decision was 
reached after “sincere dis-
cussions” with the British 
government.

US okays $550m aid 
to boost Senegal 
electricity
Washington, United States

The United States on 
Wednesday announced 

$550 million in assistance 
to Senegal to help the 
fast-growing country meet 
rising demand for electric-
ity 

The Millennium Chal-
lenge Cooperation, a US 
government body created 
in 2004 that awards grants 
to countries that commit to 
good governance and de-
mocracy, said that Senegal 
would contribute its own 
$50 million to the project.

Over five years, the so-
called Senegal Power Com-
pact will work to modernize 
the high-voltage transmis-
sion network in the capital 
Dakar, reinforce the grid 
to bring more electricity 
to rural areas and support 
the writing of a stronger 
legal framework to over-
see how electricity  is  
distributed.

A previous $540-mil-
lion package for Senegal 
approved in 2009 to boost 
agricultural productivity 
briefly drew controversy in 
Dakar, with then president 
Abdoulaye Wade saying he 
was insulted by the pre-
sumption that all recipient 
countries faced corruption 
problems.

Respect our choices
China’s President Xi Jinping says ahead of G20 meeting with Donald Trump

• China and US 
have put tariffs on 
each other’s goods

• Trump has also 
accused China of 
interfering in US politics

Reuters | Beijing 

China wants to resolve 
problems with the United 
States through talks but it 

must respect China’s choice of 
development path and interests, 
President Xi Jinping said yester-
day ahead of a meeting with the 
US leader in Argentina.

China and the United States 
have put tariffs on hundreds of 
billions of dollars of each other’s 
goods and US President Donald 
Trump has threatened to set 
tariffs on the remainder of Chi-
na’s $500 billion-plus exports 
to the United States if their blis-
tering trade dispute cannot be 
resolved.

Trump’s administration has 
also accused China of interfer-
ing in US politics, charges Chi-
na strongly denies, and the two 
have sparred over the disputed 
South China Sea and self-ruled 
Taiwan, which China claims.

Still, Trump and Xi plan to 
meet on the sidelines of a G20 
summit, which is being held 

in Argentina at the end of No-
vember and early December, 
for high-stakes talks as the two 
countries try tentatively to get 
ties back on track.

Meeting former US Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger in 
Beijing, Xi said he and Trump 
would have a “deep exchange of 
views” in Argentina, the official 
Xinhua news agency reported.

China and the United States 
should correctly judge each 

other’s strategic intentions, and 
while China wanted to resolve 
problems via talks, the United 
States should respect China’s 
choice of development path and 
legitimate interests, Xi added.

Xi said attention should be 
paid to “the increase in negative 
voices related to China in the 
United States”, without elab-
orating. Speaking earlier, the 
Chinese government’s top dip-
lomat, State Councillor Wang 

Yi, said Xi and Trump reached 
an important consensus on the 
healthy and stable development 
of bilateral ties in a telephone 
call last week.Their meeting at 
the G20 summit would be of 
“great significance” in resolving 
bilateral problems, Wang said.

“That will be of great signifi-
cance for both sides to manage 
differences effectively and re-

solve issues in a practical way,” 
Wang told reporters.

Wang said China stood ready 
to work with the United States 
to remove disruptions, build 
trust and prepare fully for the 
meeting. “We believe that meet-
ing will help chart the course 
for China-US relations,” he said, 
following talks with Australian 
Foreign Minister Marise Payne.

China’s President Xi Jinping (R) meets former US secretary of state Henry 
Kissinger at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

To keep growth within 
reasonable range: PM 
Reuters | Beijing

China will strive to keep 
economic growth within 

a reasonable range next year, 
even as the economy faces 
downward pressure, state ra-
dio quoted Premier Li Keqiang 
as saying yesterday. 

Policymakers have in recent 
months taken steps to boost 
bank lending, cut taxes and 
quicken infrastructure spend-
ing to ward off a sharp slow-
down in economic growth.

“We will carefully plan next 
year’s development and en-
sure the smooth economic op-
eration within a reasonable 
range,” Li was quoted as saying 
during a meeting with entre-
preneurs and economists.

The economy grew an an-

nual 6.5 per cent in the third 
quarter, its weakest since the 
global financial crisis, and 
analysts expect growth to 
slow further in the coming  
quarters.

The government aims for 
annual growth of around 6.5 
percent this year.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang attend 
talks at the Great Hall of the People

Director of Standardization & Metrology during a meeting with the representatives of the Bahrain Logistics Syndicate 
headed by Abdul Ghaffar Al Bastaki, in the presence of representatives from Bahrain Transport Society and Bahrain 
Customs Clearance Society. The meeting discussed difficulties faced by traders and importers during customs clearance 
and mechanisms that contribute to facilitating their work.

GARMCO exempted 
from Tariffs
TDT | Manama

Bahrain-based Gulf Alumi-
num Rolling Mill Company 

(GARMCO), said its subsidiary 
GARMCO (USA), was granted 
with tariff exemptions, of its 
major products imports from 
Bahrain. 

As GARMCO’s General Man-
ager, Mohamed Essa, com-
mented: “As in the years prior, 
we remain firmly dedicated to-
wards our primary mission of 
delivering exceptional quality 

standards at all times.”
GARMCO USA sells a wide 

range of premium aluminium 
flat-rolled products, produced 
by its manufacturing plant lo-
cated in the Kingdom. 

Mohamed Essa, General Manager

Britain seeks to soothe Brexit tensions with France
AFP | Paris, France

Britain’s foreign minister will 
seek to ease tensions with 

France caused by Brexit with 
a speech that will pay tribute 
to the “bonds of friendship and 
commerce” between the coun-
tries, his office said.

France has taken a hard line 
in the Brexit negotiations, with 
President Emmanuel Macron 
insistent that Britain should not 
be allowed to negotiate advan-
tages for itself as it withdraws 
from the European Union.

British Foreign Secretary Jer-
emy Hunt also raised hackles in 
Paris last month when he com-
pared the EU to the Soviet Un-

ion and suggested its members 
were trying to punish Britain 
for leaving.

But in the speech at the Brit-
ish embassy in Paris, Hunt will 
tell the audience -- in French -- 
that the neighbours will “remain 
tied by bonds of friendship and 
commerce for decades to come.”

Three days ahead of the 100th 
anniversary of World War I, 
when Britain and France allied 
against Germany, he is set to 
emphasise the historic Fran-
co-British partnership.

“It was a war in which our 

destinies as nations were yoked 
together -– in which we fought 
and bled side by side for over 
four years –- and in which, in the 
end, we prevailed,” according to 
a transcript.“It is a relationship 
of competition and cooperation, 
similarity and difference,” he 
will add.

Britain is due to leave the 
28-nation bloc on March 29 next 
year, but details of its withdraw-
al treaty have yet to be agreed.

Hopes that a deal could finally 
be sealed at a Nov. summit meet-
ing have faded in recent days.

Hunt’s speech reflects 
Britain’s desire to 

maintain close ties 
with France after 
Brexit despite the 
tricky negotiations 

British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt

KNOW WHAT



WTM puts the spotlight on 
Bahrain’s tourism sector

WTM gives a big boost to Bahrain’s tourism sector with BTEA showcasing Kingdom’s tourist destination 

• BTEA wraps up its 
participation in WTM

• 28 new properties 
are set to open by 2021

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s rich cultural her-
itage and vibrant tourism 
landscape were on focus 

at the World Travel Market 
(WTM), which concluded on 
Wednesday in the United King-
dom. 

Representing the Kingdom 
at WTM was the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA).  Various representa-
tives from the Economic De-
velopment Board, Gulf Air, and 
leading hotels and destination 
management companies from 
the Kingdom were present at 
the BTEA’s pavilion at the WTM.

During the event, Bahrain 
showcased 28 new properties 
which are set to open by 2021, 
providing visitors with various 
accommodation options.

BTEA also hosted Vincenzo Ni-
bali, the world-class cyclist and 
team member of Bahrain–Me-
rida Pro Cycling, and UCI World 
Team, who promoted the up-
coming Bahrain Ironman which 
will be held in December 2018. 

The event will gather repre-
sentatives from travel and tech-
nology industry and companies 
in the private sector to discuss 
investment and business op-
portunities for the upcoming 
year, allowing them to exchange 
knowledge and experiences to 
push this sector forward.

BTEA’s participation comes 

in line with its long-term strat-
egy to further develop the 
Kingdom’s tourism sector and 
strengthen its position on a re-
gional and international level 
under the slogan of ‘Ours.Yours.’, 
which contributes to the King-
dom’s economy and the 2030 
Economic Vision.

“We are delighted to have 
participated in the World Trav-
el Market, a leading platform 
which attracts representatives 
from the travel and tourism in-
dustry, where we had the oppor-
tunity to learn about the latest 
developments in the tourism 
industry globally,” said the 
Chief Executive Officer of BTEA, 
Sheikh Khaled bin Humood Al 

Khalifa.
“Through our participation, 

we aim to raise awareness of 
Bahrain’s appeal as an ideal tour-
ist destination and increase the 
numbers of international tour-
ists coming into Bahrain, further 
driving the development of the 
Kingdom’s tourism sector and 
increasing its contribution to 
the national economy,” said the 
Director of Tourism Marketing 
and Promotions at BTEA, Yousef 
Al Khan.
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WTM is the leading 
global event for the 

travel industry to 
meet industry pro-
fessionals and con-
duct business deals, 

bringing together 
51,000 global travel 
trade professionals 

Bahrain’s pavilion at the World Travel Market in the United Kingdom
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Lion Air jet in 
another accident
Jakarta, Indonesia

A Lion Air passenger jet 
has been involved in 

another accident -- just a 
week after a plane from the 
Indonesian airline crashed 
with the loss of all 189 peo-
ple on board.

In the latest incident, the 
jet clipped a pole as it taxied 
to the runway at Bengkulu 
airport on Sumatra island 
ahead of its flight to Jakarta.

The plane’s left wing 
wa s  v i s i b l y  d a m a g e d , 
forcing all passengers to  
disembark.     

Lion Air  spokesman 
Danang Prihantoro said all 
143 passengers and seven 
crew were safe.  

“Lion Air apologises to all 
passengers for any incon-
venience... it has sent a team 
to inspect the aircraft,” the 
spokesman said.

The transport ministry 
said it would launch an im-
mediate investigation. 

“The plane and the pilot 
have been grounded for in-
vestigation,” said Praminto-
hadi Sukarno, a senior min-
istry official. 

Officials during a photocall at Bahrain’s pavilion at the World Travel Market During a deal signing ceremony

Samsung folding screen lets 
smartphone open into tablet
San Francisco, United States

Samsung on Wednesday 
showed off a folding screen 

that lets a smartphone open 
into a tablet, heralding it as the 
future for portable devices.

Senior vice president of mo-
bile product marketing Justin 
Denison pulled a prototype 
foldable smartphone from a suit 
jacket inner pocket at a Sam-
sung developer conference in 
San Francisco, saying the com-
pany will be ready to begin mass 
producing the screens in com-
ing months.

Denison provided a brief 
glimpse of a concept device 
made with its “Infinity Flex 
Display” on stage during a key-
note presentation, providing no 
details regarding when a folda-
ble phone might be available to 
consumers.

“The display is the founda-
tion for the smartphone of to-
morrow,” Denison said.

“When it’s open, it’s a tablet 
offering a big-screen experi-
ence. When closed, it’s a phone 
and fits neatly inside your pock-

et.” Infinity Flex screens are 
made to endure repeated fold-
ing and unfolding, according to 
Denison.

South Korean-based Sam-
sung is the world’s largest 
smartphone maker, powering 
most of its models on free An-
droid software made available 
free by Google, but also sells 
components such as chips and 
screens to other device makers.

Samsung also showed off a 
coming “One UI” user interface 
for mobile devices designed to 
simplify increasing cluttered 
smartphone screens and work 

seamlessly with the new fold-
able display.

The annual gathering is 
aimed at getting third-party de-
velopers enthused about craft-
ing applications and services 
for Samsung offerings, includ-
ing new Infinity Flex screens.

Google is working with Sam-
sung to adapt Android to the 
needs of the foldable displays, 
according to Android user ex-
perience head Glenn Murphy.

“Our team at Google loves the 
innovation in display technol-
ogy shown here,” Murphy said 
while taking part in the keynote 
presentation.

When it’s open, it’s a 
tablet offering a big-

screen experience. 
When closed, it’s a 

phone and fits neatly 
inside your pocket 

JUSTIN DENISON

The new flexible screen “Infinity Flex 
Display” smartphone presentation.

Tesla names board chair 
to replace Elon Musk
New York, United States

Electric car pioneer Tesla 
yesterday named an Aus-

tralian telecoms executive to 
chair its board of directors, 
after the controversial Elon 
Musk was forced by US au-
thorities to step back from  
the role.

The appointment of Robyn 
Denholm, chief financial of-
ficer with Telstra and already 
a Tesla board member, is ef-
fective immediately but she 
will serve out her six-month 
notice period with the Aus-
tralian company, Tesla said in 
a statement.

Musk had to resign as Tesla 
chairman under a September 
arrangement with US regu-
lators to settle fraud charg-
es stemming from a tweet in 
which he said he planned to 
take the firm private and had 
financing to do it.

Under that settlement he 
and Tesla each had to pay a 
$20 million fine but Musk was 
allowed to stay on as chief ex-
ecutive.

He wil l  help ease  the 
55-year-old Denholm’s transi-

tion, Tesla said.
“To ensure a smooth transi-

tion during the remainder of 
Robyn’s time at Telstra, Elon 
will be a resource to Robyn and 
provide any support that she 
requests in her role as chair,” 
the electric car maker said.

Musk praised Denholm’s 
input in her time on Tesla’s 
board.

“Robyn has extensive ex-
perience in both the tech and 
auto industries, and she has 
made significant contributions 
as a Tesla board member over 
the past four years in helping 
us become a profitable compa-
ny,” he said in the Tesla state-
ment.

Robyn Denholm

BTEA also hosted Vincenzo Nibali A general view of Bahrain’s pavilion at WTM



$71.86
a barrel was the price of 
Brent crude futures by 

1249 GMT
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Closing Bell
SAUDI   0.6% » 7,743 

DUBAI   0.1% » 2,826 

ABU DHABI   0.3% » 5,029 

QATAR   1.1% » 10,368 

BAHRAIN   0.2% » 1,313 

OMAN   1% » 4,491 

EGYPT   0.9% » 13,733 

KUWAIT   0.1% » 5,299 

Omani market 
jumps up sharply

•  Oman’s index 
enjoys best day in 
nearly 2 months

• Saudi heavyweights 
Al Rajhi Banking, 
SABIC fall

• Emirates NBD 
drags on Dubai index

Reuters 

Oman index registered 
its best day in near-
ly two months as tele-

com and bank stocks gained. 
Other Gulf  markets were  
mixed.

The main Saudi index moved 
lower by 0.6 per cent, dragged 
down by industry heavyweights 
Al Rajhi Banking & Invest-
ment and Saudi Basic Indus-
tries Corp, which both fell  
nearly 1pc.

Saudi Cable Co slid 5.7pc after 
third-quarter sales plummet-
ed 43.1pc, while Arabian Pipes 
dropped 2.6pc after posting a 
loss for the same period.

Saudi Fisheries outperformed 
the market, surging 10pc.

“We are not seeing liquidity 
move into the local markets yet 
despite the good (earnings),” 
Marie Salem, director of capital 
markets at FFA Private Bank in 
Dubai said.

The Oman blue-chip bourse 
rose 1pc, marking its biggest 
one-day gain since Sept. 12, sup-
ported by a 5pc jump in Oman 
Telecommunications Co.

Abu Dhabi’s index edged 

0.3pc higher, recovering from 
early losses, as Abu Dhabi Com-
mercial Bank gained 1.2pc and 
heavyweight Emirates Telecom-
munications edged higher by 
0.4pc.

Abu Dhabi National Energy 
reversed course to fall 0.9pc 
despite recovering from a year 
earlier loss to post a third-quar-
ter profit as higher oil prices 
boosted its revenue.

The Egyptian blue-chip index 
rose 0.9pc, boosted by a 2pc gain 

in Commercial International 
Bank after it a reported a 53pc 
jump in its net interest income 
for the third-quarter.

The Dubai index edged down 
0.1pc, weighed on by a 2.2pc fall 
in the region’s biggest lender 
Emirates NBD.

Emirates NBD has applied to 
Turkey’s competition authori-
ty to take over Turkish lender 
Denizbank, a posting on the 
competition authority’s website 
showed on Thursday.

Outperforming the index, Da-
mac Properties climbed 3.9pc 
higher.

Qatar’s main index booked 
a 1.1pc rise and snapped two 
sessions of losses.

Traders on the floor of a stock market in Gulf (Courtesy of Arabian business)

Oil falls as supply 
forces price U-turn
Reuters | London

Oil edged lower yesterday, 
surrendering early gains, 

as investors focused on the 
pace of growth in global crude 
supply, which is increasing 
more quickly than many had 
expected.

Chinese data earlier in the 
day that showed record oil im-
ports in October offered some 
temporary respite to bearish-
ness that has developed in the 
past couple of weeks over the 
expected crude market bal-
ance in 2019.

Record US crude produc-
tion and signals from Iraq, 
Abu Dhabi and Indonesia that 
output will grow more quickly 
than expected in 2019 pushed 
the price of Brent oil to its low-
est since mid-August earlier in 
the week.

Brent crude futures fell 21 
cents to $71.86 a barrel by 1249 
GMT, having touched a session 
high of $73.08, while US crude 
futures fell 8 cents to $61.59.

“Once again, the US has 

shown that when it is econom-
ic to do so, it can increase pro-
duction at a greater pace than 
Saudi Arabia,” Olivier Jakob, 
a strategist at Petromatrix,  
said.

China’s crude imports rose 
32 percent in October com-
pared with a year earlier to 
9.61 million barrels per day 
(bpd), customs data showed 
on Thursday.

U S  o u t p u t  m e a n w h i l e 
reached a new record high of 
11.6 million bpd in the latest 
week and has now overtaken 
Russia as the world’s largest 
oil producer.

KPMG holds MESA 
partners’ conference 

TDT | Manama

KPMG, a global network of 
professional Audit, Tax 

and Advisory services, held 
the 17th Middle East and South 
Asia (MESA) Partners’ Confer-
ence in Kingdom at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel and Spa. 

The two-day conference 
which concluded yesterday 
had over one hundred dele-
gates from KPMG member 
firms across the MESA region, 
as well as members of KPMG’s 
Global and Europe, Middle 
East and Africa (EMA) lead-
ership teams. The conference 
agenda focused on the role of 
digital transformation and ar-
tificial intelligence in driving 
business growth 

Attendees included Bill 
Thomas, Chairman of KPMG 
International; Sikander Sat-

tar, KPMG’s Europe, Middle 
East & Africa Chairman; 
and Reyaz Mihular, KPMG’s 
Middle East and South Asia 
Chairman along with senior 
partners from other member 
firms, providing their valuable 
insights on market trends and 
the business landscape. 

Bill Thomas, Chairman of KPMG 
International

Reyaz Mihular, KPMG’s Middle East 
and South Asia Chairman

Sikander Sattar, KPMG’s Europe, 
Middle East & Africa Chairman

Landmark world transport 
industry roadmap signed at IRU

TDT | Muscat 

The IRU World Congress 
wrapped up yesterday with 

the signing of the Muscat Com-
pact, a roadmap for the future of 
road transport, mobility, trade 
and logistics. 

As a principle-based frame-
work for cooperation, it will 
bring the industry together to 
take control of its future by us-
ing innovation to overcome cur-
rent challenges and uncertainty.

The Muscat Compact focuses 
on four key elements: talent, 
trade, environment and inno-
vation. It spurs collective action 
and guides public-private col-
laboration at a local, national, 
regional and global level. 

The Compact was discussed 
in a closed ministerial dialogue, 

examining how governments 
can work better with transport 
operators in supporting trade 
facilitation, building human 
capital, decarbonising and sup-
porting innovation. 

Governments from 25 coun-
tries came together to plan a 
course of action to achieve in-
dustry objectives and global 
goals, notably as set out in the 
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (SDGs).

The Muscat Compact was 
presented during the closing 
session by Emil Kaikiyev, Min-
ister in charge of Energy and 
Infrastructure of the Eurasian 
Economic Commission, who 
called for collaboration between 
the public and private sectors 
in taking transport, trade and 

mobility forward. He said, “The 
Muscat Compact is the begin-
ning of a new proactive era for 
transport, where we act togeth-
er to design our future and we 
start building it.”

Secretary-General of IRU, 
Umberto de Pretto, added, “This 
is a defining moment for the 
industry. We can’t predict the 
future, but we can forge our own 
destiny within it. The survival of 
the industry – of global prosper-
ity – depends on it.”

The Compact was one of 
many positive outcomes of the 
three-day global event, which 
saw global decision-makers 
come together to support trans-
port operators in boosting trade 
facilitation, good regulation, 
digitalisation and intermodal 
efficiency.

IRU World Congress - Muscat Compact Signed

KNOW WHAT

Governments from 
25 countries came 
together to plan a 
course of action to 

achieve industry ob-
jectives and global 

goals, notably as set 
out in the UN 2030 

Agenda

German court orders diesel 
bans in Cologne, Bonn
Berlin, Germany 

A German court Thursday 
ordered Cologne and 

Bonn to join a slew of cities in 
banning older diesels from its 
roads to combat air pollution, 
as the government struggled to 
reach a deal with carmakers on 
cleaning up the cars.

The Cologne administrative 
court said Cologne must ban 
the dirtiest diesels from its 
centre and other streets from 
April 2019 to tackle danger-
ously high levels of nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2) emissions.

In the smaller city of Bonn, 
the restrictions would apply to 
two streets.
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I,  VIDHU  VINOD  KUMAR   
W/O   VINOD  KUMAR  
VIJAYAKUMARAN  holding 
Indian Passport No. P3207066  
dated  12.03.2017  issued at  
BAHRAIN having permanent 
residence at (full address in India)  
VINOD BHAVAN, AYAPARAMPU, 
KARVATTA VIA, CHERUTHANA 
PO., ALLEPPEY, KERALA – 
690563.  Presently residing at (full 
address in Bahrain) FLAT 1, BLDG 
1063, ROAD 5926, BLOCK 359, 
ZINJ, will henceforth be known as 
(Given name) VIDHU  (Surname)  
VINOD  KUMAR Objection(s) if 
any, may be forwarded to Embassy 
of India, P.O Box 26106, Bldg 1090, 
Road 2819, Block 428, Al Seef, 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

KNOW WHAT

Ezra is credited 
for providing the 

vocals, drumming, 
and percussion as 

one-third of the mu-
sical group Sons of 

an Illustrious Father

LILO - Female Siamese, 11 yrs, 3 
toes on back right paw, spayed/
microchipped, disappeared from 
courtyard, not wearing collar or 
ID tag, Saar (near Ahlia School/Al 
Bistaki mosque/Dilmun Club/Sar 
Cinema), 3/11/18, BD50 REWARD 
for safe return. 36665130

ROCKY - Male German Shepherd, 
9-10 yrs, short hair, not wearing 
collar or ID tag, escaped home -
gate left open, Arad (near Jamis 
and Seef Mall). 1/7/18. 39424500 or 
36005424

COCO - African Grey Parrot, 5 yrs, 
not very friendly - when someone 
tries to grab him he bends his
head forward, caretaker left gate 
open and flew away when trying to 
catch, Janabiya/Hamala area,
6/11/18, BD50 REWARD for safe 
return 39723514

PERSIK - Female, 7 yrs, 
grey/ginger/white, spayed, 
microchipped, responds to name, 
not wearing collar or ID tag, 
Hamala (Lagoon Garden and near 
Hamala Hills new mall), 16/5/18, 
BD50 REWARD for safe return. 
38135952

WARD - Male Dilmun, 4 yrs, white w 
black spots, not wearing collar/ID 
tag, believed to have been thrown 
in another area by a neighbor, 
Arad (block 244 - near Zayani Hall/ 
Khadija Mosque), 10/7/18, BD500 
REWARD for safe return. 39646602

MOMMY GANDA - Female, 2-3 yrs, 
tan w black/ white around muzzle, 
spayed/microchipped, wearing
red collar - no ID tag, escaped 4 
Paws Clinic. Umm Al Hassam, may 
return to Juffair next to Fontana
Towers (old home), BD100 REWARD 
for safe return, 24/6/18. 36750005

MISSING PETS

THUGS OF HINDOSTAN 
(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE) NEW 

 AAMIR KHAN, KATRINA KAIF, 
AMITABH BACHCHAN 

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT (ATMOS): 12.15 
+ 3.30 + 6.45 + 10.00 PM
OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 
1.30 + 4.45 + 8.00 + 11.15 PM 
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT (ATMOS): 10.45 
AM + 2.00 + 5.15 + 8.30 + 11.45 PM 
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 3.00 + 
6.15 + 9.30 PM + (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.45 + 6.00 
+ 9.15 PM + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)
SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 1.45 + 5.00 
+ 8.15 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I)TAMIL DAILY AT: 12.45 + 4.00 + 
7.15 + 10.30 PM
SAAR DAILY AT: 12.45 + 4.00 + 7.15 + 8.15 
+  (10.30 PM + 11.30 PM THURS/FRI)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 10.15 AM + 1.15 + 
4.30 + 7.45 + 11.00 PM

OVERLOAD 
(15+) (ACTION/THRILLER/HORROR) 
NEW

 JOVAN ADEPO, WYATT RUSSELL, 
PILOU ASBAEK

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 
+ 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM 
OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT (VIP): 1.15 + 
6.15 + 11.15 PM   
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 
4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 PM + 12.00 MN + (12.30 
MN THURS/FRI)
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT (VIP I): 10.30 AM 
+ 1.00 + 3.30 + 6.00 + 8.30 + 11.00 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 
4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM + (1.00 AM 
THURS/FRI)
SAAR DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 
6.30 + 9.00 + (11.30 PM THURS/FRI)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 
3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 
(15+) (MUSICAL/DRAMA/BIOGRAPHY) 
NEW 

RAMI MALEK, LUCY BOYNTON, 
GWILYM LEE

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT: 12.45 + 3.30 + 
6.15 +9.00 + 11.45 PM 
OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT (VIP): 10.30 AM 
+ 3.30 + 8.30 PM 
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 1.00 
+ 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 PM + 12.00 MN + (12.45 
MN THURS/FRI)
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT (VIP II): 12.00 + 
2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM  
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 
8.45 + 11.30 PM + (1.00 AM THURS/FRI)
SAAR DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 
+ (11.00 PM THURS/FRI)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 12.15 + 3.00 + 
5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM

THE GRINCH 
(G) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY) 
NEW 

ANGELA LANSBURY, BENEDICT 
CUMBERBATCH, RASHIDA JONES

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 
11.15 AM + 1.15 + 3.15 + 5.15 + 7.15 + 9.15 
+ 11.15 PM
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 
3.30 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM 
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT (3D): 10.30 AM 
+ 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 
10.30 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 
+ 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 11.00 PM
SAAR DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.15 + 4.15 + 
6.15 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 
+ 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 10.30 PM

TO LOVE SOME BUDDY 
(15+) (FILIPINO/ROMANTIC/COMEDY) 
NEW  
*- MAJA SALVADOR, ZANJOE MARUDO, 
CHESKA INIGO

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 
5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)
SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 
7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM

SARKAR 
(PG-15) (TAMIL)

JOSEPH VIJAY, KEERTHI SURESH, 
VARALAXMI SARATHKUMAR 

OASIS JUFFAIR: DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 
11.15 AM + 2.00 + 2.15 + 5.00 + 5.15 + 8.00 
+ 8.15 + 11.00 + 11.15 PM
CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 
5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 2.00 + 5.00 
+ 8.00 + 11.00 PM
AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 12.00 + 3.00 + 6.00 
+ 9.00 PM + (12.00 MN THURS/FRI)

HUNTER KILLER 
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER) 

GERARD BUTLER, GARY OLDMAN, 
COMMON

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 
4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 
+ 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM

THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR 
REALMS
(PG) (ADVENTURE/FANTASY) NEW 

KEIRA KNIGHTLEY, MACKENZIE FOY, 
MORGAN FREEMAN

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 
4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 PM + 12.00 MN
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 1.45 + 3.45 
+ 5.45 + 7.45 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 
3.30 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM

VENOM 
(PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

TOM HARDY, MICHELLE WILLIAMS, 
RIZ AHMED

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 
+ 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 PM + 12.00 MN
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.15 + 8.30 PM

JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN 
(PG) (COMEDY/ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

ROWAN ATKINSON, OLGA KURYLEN-
KO, EMMA THOMPSON

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 1.45 + 
3.45 + 5.45 + 7.45 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.15 + 3.15 + 
5.15 + 7.15 + 9.15 + 11.15 PM

HALLOWEEN 
(18+) (THRILLER/HORROR)  

JAMIE LEE CURTIS, JUDY GREER, NICK 
CASTLE

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 
4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

SMALL FOOT 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/
COMEDY)

CHANNING TATUM, JAMES CORDEN, 
ZENDAYA

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 12.45 
+ 2.45 + 4.45 + 6.45 + 8.45 + 10.45 PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 1.15 + 5.30 + 9.45 PM

NIGHT SCHOOL 
(PG-15) (COMEDY)  

 KEVIN HART, TIFFANY HADDISH, 
ROB RIGGLE

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 
5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM 

 EL BADLAH 
(PG-13) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 

 TAMER HOSNY, AKRAM HOSNI, 
MAJED EL MASRY, AMINA KHALIL

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 2.15 + 6.45 + 
11.15 PM 

THE EQUALIZER- 2 
(15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 

 DENZEL WASHINGTON, PEDRO 
PASCAL, ASHTON SANDERS

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.15 
+ 8.45 PM

GOOSEBUMPS 2: HAUNTED 
HALLOWEEN 
(PG-13) (ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FAN-
TASY)  

 CHRIS PARNELL, KEN JEONG, WENDI 
MCLENDON-CONVEY

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 12.45 + 5.00 + 
9.15 PM

THE MEG 
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER) 

JASON STATHAM, RUBY ROSE, 
BINGBING LI

CITYCENTRE: DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 2.45 + 
7.00 + 11.15 PM

PRIVATE WAR
 (18+) (DRAMA/CRIME/BIOGRAPHY) 
NEW 

 ROSAMUND PIKE, JAMIE DORNAN, 
STANLEY TUCCI

SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 3.15 + 7.30 
+ 11.45 PM  

ZOO
(PG) (DRAMA) NEW 

 ART PARKINSON, PENELOPE WIL-
TON, TOBY JONES

SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 2.15 + 6.30 + 10.45 PM 

CHANGE OF NAME

Ezra Miller reveals #MeToo story
IANS  |  Los Angeles 

Actor Ezra Miller says he 
had a #MeToo experience 
in Hollywood when he 

was underage.
In an interview with The Hol-

lywood Reporter, Miller, 26, 
shared his story for the first time 
about being underage and given 
alcohol by a Hollywood producer 
and director, reports dailymail.
co.uk.

Miller didn’t divulge the names 
of the men he claims plied him 
with wine and made suggestive 
comments.

“They gave me wine and I was 
underaged,” Miller said as he 
explained his experience with 
the men.

He then described an awkward 
exchange with the men.

The actor recalled: “They were 

like, ‘Hey, want to be in our mov-
ie about gay revolution?’ And I 
was like, ‘No, you guys are mon-

sters’.” The New Jersey native 
didn’t expand on the story past 
that but, he did share his feelings 
about the post #MeToo world.

“It’s a great f***** age of being 

like, ‘You know what? That s***’s 
unacceptable’,” the actor said.

The “Perks of Being A Wall-
flower” star then called the cur-
rent state of the industry “amaz-
ing for a lot of us to watch”.

He added: “We all knew it was 
unacceptable when we f****** 
survived it. That’s what Holly-
wood is. I thought we all knew 
we were sex workers.”

The actor also touched on the 
Time’s Up movement briefly 
when he suggested that power-
ful men don’t know how bad they 
want to submit to a woman.

“I advise they do it immediate-
ly because they’re f*****’ up the 
world,” the star said.

He will next be seen in “Fan-
tastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald”. The Warner Bros 
Pictures project will open in In-
dia on November 16.

Ezra Miller

Why Cumberbatch did ‘The Grinch’
IANS  |  Los Angeles 

Actor Benedict Cumber-
batch says he could not 

say no to “The Grinch” when 
he got to know that the makers 
are planning to explore Grinchs 
back story.

Illumination and Univer-
sal’s animated feature is based 
on Dr. Seuss’ beloved holiday 
classic. The original children’s 
book tells the tale of the titu-
lar grouch who plots to ruin 
Christmas for the residents 
of his neighbouring village of 
Who-ville. The film opened 
in India on Friday. It has been 
brought to the country by Uni-
versal Pictures International 
India.

Cumberbatch has voiced the 
iconic character of Grinch.

“It was important to me that 
we told the story of someone 
who had a reason for his be-
haviour, before his conversion. I 

think everyone gets a vicarious 
thrill out of how the Grinch be-
haves, the curmudgeon-liness 
of the guy,” Cumberbatch said 
in a statement.

“How this sort of over blown, 
over produced and over mag-
nified elements of festivities 
around Christmas or Thanks-
giving can just be a bit too much. 
He’s funny, and hopefully that is 
what’s going to be memorable 
about this Grinch. He’s very 
witty and he’s self-aware and 
there is however many sizes 
too small his heart is, there is 
a very strong beating heart to 
this,” he added.

The actor was also drawn 
towards the fact that it was a 
project by Illumination.

Benedict Cumberbatch

Kate Hudson returns 
to showbiz

IANS  |  Los Angeles 

After giving birth to her first 
child with beau Danny Fu-

jikawa, actress Kate Hudson 
has returned to work.

Post pregnancy, the “Skel-
eton Keys” actress made her 
first public appearance at an 
event where she joined design-
er Michael Kors to promote 
his charity campaign, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

The 39-year-old actress wel-
comed daughter Rani Rose in 
October.

An insider said: “Hudson 
can’t stop smiling. She has al-
ways wanted a daughter, so this 
is really a dream come true.”

On the film front, Hudson 
will star in the forthcoming Sia 
biopic “Sister” and will feature 
with actor Craig Robinson in 
“Blood Moon”.

Kate Hudson 



Karting battles resume at BIKC
TDT | Manama

The second round of the 
2018/2019 Bahrain Kart-

ing Sprint Championship 
(BKSC) takes place today at 
Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BKIC) in Sakhir.

Following an action-packed 
season- opener held last 
month, racing is expected to 
intensify as the karters com-
pete glory, silverware and val-
uable championship points.

Lighting up BIKC’s world-re-
nowned 1 .414 -ki lometre 
Commission Internationale 
de Karting (CIK) Track this 
weekend will be BKSC’s Bah-
rain Rotax Mojo Max Chal-
lenge (BRMMC).

Many of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s best karters will be 
suiting up for the event, which 
is set to feature the following 
BRMMC non-gearbox classes: 
Micro (eight to 11 years old), 
Mini (10 to 13 years old), Jun-
ior (12 to 15 years), Max (14 
years old and above) and the 
Max-Masters (32 years old and 
above).

They will all be battling it 
out in karts with sealed Rotax 
125cc EVO engines, which must 
be checked and sealed by BIKC 
before being allowed to take 
part. Tyres must be Mojo D2 
tyres for the Micro and Mini 
classes; and Mojo D4 tyres for 
the Junior, Max and Max-Mas-
ters classes.

Heading into Friday’s round, 
Absolute Racing team are in 
the lead in three of the five 
entrant categories. They top all 
Max-Master entrants with 35 
points, lead the Mini entrants 
with 62 points, and are setting 
the pace amongst Micro en-
trants with 71 points.

Setting the pace for entrants 
in the Max class are Racing 
Bahrain with 78 points, while 
Dojomoto Racing top the Jun-
ior entrants standings with 48 
points.

This year’s BRMMC will 
crown two winners at the end 
of the season: the first is the 
driver’s champion and the oth-
er is the entrant. There are sev-
en rounds in all in the on-going 
campaign, with round three 
following this weekend’s 
events on December 8, which 
will be the last of the calendar 
year.

14

sports

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2018

This year’s BRMMC will crown 
two winners at the end of 
the season: the first is the 
driver’s champion and the 

other is the entrant

Mourinho hails ‘fantastic’ comeback 
Cristiano Ronaldo frustrated as Juventus ‘gift’ Manchester United victory with late own goal

• Manchester 
United manager cups 
ear at home fans

• Mourinho makes 
gesture after his 
side’s win in Turin

AFP | Turin, Italy 

Jose Mourinho hailed a 
“fantastic victory” after 
Manchester United stole 

the thunder of Cristiano Ron-
aldo and a dominant Juventus 
with a 2-1 win in the Champions 
League on Wednesday.

A jubilant Mourinho made 
the most of the last-gasp victo-
ry, going onto the pitch at full-
time and cupping his ear to jeers 
from the crowd, who had earlier 
cheered former Juventus play-
er Paul Pogba on his return to 
Turin.

Juventus players Leonardo 
Bonucci and Paulo Dybala con-
fronted Mourinho with United 
captain Ashley Young interven-
ing as Mourinho was led off the 
pitch by a UEFA official.

“They insulted me for 90 min-
utes. I came here to do my job, 
nothing more,” said former Inter 
Milan coach Mourinho.

“I didn’t offend anyone at the 
end, I just made a gesture that 
I wanted to hear them louder. 
I probably shouldn’t have done 
it, with a cool head I wouldn’t 

have.”
Ronaldo’s superb volley -- his 

first European goal for Juventus 
-- had put the Italian champions 
in control after 65 minutes, two 
weeks after Dybala scored in the 
only goal at Old Trafford.

But substitute Juan Mata’s 
free-kick on 86 minutes sparked 
a stunning revival that breathed 
new life into the visitors’ Cham-
pions League campaign.

Juve were then left in shock as 
Ashley Young’s free-kick from 
the left bounced in off a com-
bination of Bonucci and Alex 
Sandro after a frantic scramble 
in front of goal.

It left Mourinho’s side just two 
points behind leaders Juven-
tus with two matches to play in 
Group H.

“It’s a fantastic victory for us, a 
victory that is not just about the 
points we lost at home but the 
feeling of how well we played,” 
said Mourinho.

“And I think even if this game 
hadn’t ended with victory I 
would have the same feeling 
that the team played really, re-
ally well from the first minute 
against a super team.”

‘Heroics’ 
Juventus had dominated the 

match for long periods with 
Sami Khedira and Dybala both 
rattling the woodwork, only for 
the hosts to get distracted after 
Ronaldo’s goal.

“We dominated for the 90 
minutes. We had two or three 
clear chances and we should 
have been able to put the game 
to bed with ease, but we paid 
for switching off,” said Ronaldo 
after his team’s first defeat this 
season. 

“It’s never nice to lose, but 
maybe this defeat comes at the 
best possible time. We have a 
great team, we’re top of the 
group and I’m sure we’ll go 

through as group winners.”
Mourinho’s decision to bring 

on Mata and Marouane Fellaini 
in place of Ander Herrera and 
Alexis Sanchez on 79 minutes 
paid off. And the Portuguese 
coach recalled bygone days go-
ing back to United’s time under 
Alex Ferguson.

“Probably when Manchester 
United had heroics here (in the 

past) Manchester United was 
the best team and they (Juven-
tus) are a top team for many 
years now,” said Mourinho. 

“They bought that play-
er (Ronaldo), they want to 
win everything, they can win 
everything and we are a team 
where many of the players didn’t 
play big matches like this in the 
Champions League.” 

Juan Mata equalises for Manchester United with a brilliant free kick in the 86th minute

Inter’s boss ‘likes’ the jibe
AFP | Milan

Jose Mourinho may have 
enraged Juventus fans by 

taunting them but Inter Mi-
lan’s Chinese president Steven 
Zhang was impressed by his 
attitude.

Zhang -- always very active 
on social media -- saw the pho-
tos on Instagram and imme-
diately placed a “like” to the 
post on FcInter1908, a partner 
of Italian newspaper Gazzetta 
dello Sport, triggering further 
comments. 

Former Manchester United 
star Paul Scholes had slammed 
Mourinho’s gesture. “This is 
everywhere he goes. You need 
to win with a bit of class,” said 
Scholes, 43.

“I don’t think there’s any 
need for it but that’s the way 
he is.”

Mourinho’s treble with In-
ter Milan in 2010 -- which in-

cluded his second Champions 
League triumph after also win-
ning it with Porto -- provid-
ed an enormous boost to the 
Portuguese’s reputation as a 
top-class manager.

Zhang, 26, is currently in 
Shanghai with club vice-presi-
dent Javier Zanetti for the Chi-
na International Import Expo 
with the goal of widening the 
boundaries of the Inter brand.

Manchester United’s Portuguese 
manager Jose Mourinho gestures 
towards the public

BIC all set for fantastic Friday of thrills 
 TDT | Manama

Motorsport fans will be 
busy today at Bahrain 

International Circuit (BIC) in 
Sakhir which has put together 
a packed programme of exhil-
arating on-track experiences, 
starting early in the morning.

Three of BIC’s popular pub-
lic offerings will be available, 
including the Ultimate Track 
Experience, Open Track Night 
and Jaguar Experience.

From 8am to 4pm, fans will 
be able to choose from a series 
of drives and passenger rides 
that are all under the umbrella 
of the Ultimate Track Experi-
ence. Then, from 4pm to 11pm, 

speed lovers will have a chance 
to drive their very own cars 
or ride their motorbikes along 
BIC’s 2.55-kilometre Inner Cir-
cuit with Open Track Night, 
during which the hugely excit-
ing Jaguar Experience can also 
be enjoyed.

The Ultimate Track Experi-
ence activities include drives 
in a Clio Cup sports car and in 
a Radical SR1 prototype, as well 

as passenger rides in a Clio Cup 
and an ultra-quick Radical SR3.

Meanwhile, Open Track 
Night is expected to attract 
some serious sports cars and 
motorbikes that are rarely ever 
seen hitting the streets. Many 
of these top-of-the-line auto-
mobiles will be coming from all 
over the Gulf, including from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman 
and the UAE.

Clio Cup sports cars in action at BIC

Infonas triumph in T20

TDT | Manama

Infonas defeated RUCT by 
6 wickets in CBA Division 

D T20 League Match. RUCT 
won the toss  and elected 
to bat first and scored 112 
runs with Anees, the top 
scorer, making 36 runs. 
Meer took three wickets 
in his four overs spell as 
Haroon and Rashid took 
two wickets each and sup-
ported Infonas to all-out  
RUCT. 

Chasing the target In-
fonas openers fell without 
scoring a run after which 
Arun took the responsibil-
ity and did a match wining 
knock. He scored an un-
beaten 75 runs in 46 balls 
that helped Infonas to reach 
the target in 15.2 overs for 4 
wicket loss  
Brief score  

Infonas 116/4 in 15.2 overs 
(Arun 75, Sajeev 1/7) beat 
RUCT 112/10 (Anees 36, 
Meer 3/20) by 6 wickets
Other Match scores

Kooheji Contractor 209/5 
in 20 overs (Irfan 110, Za-
hid 25, Amalson 3/42) beat 
Colts CC 122/9 (Sam 29, 
Maqbool 2/18, Tausef 2/14) 
by 77 runs

Waqas Pak CC 131/5 in 15.5 
overs (Waqas 65, Waheb 20, 
Burhan 2/18) beat Spartans 
130/8 (Ali Khawaja 43, Us-
man 3/16) by 5 wickets

Noora Alnusuf, Head of Corporate Affairs at Standard Chartered Bank – 
Bahrain & GCC and Mahmood Almohri, BMR’s Organizing Committee Member 
attends a deal signing ceremony where Standard Chartered Bank – Bahrain 
signed up as the main sponsors to the annual Bahrain Marathon Relay 2018 
scheduled to take place today

KNOW WHAT

Coutinho out for 
two, three weeks

AFP | Barcelona

Barcelona midfielder 
Philippe Coutinho has 

a muscle tear and will be out 
for two to three weeks, the 
Spanish La Liga giants said .

“Tests confirmed that 
Philippe Coutinho has a 
small rupture in the fem-
oral biceps of his left leg,” 
Barcelona said.

“He will be out for ap-
proximately two to three 
weeks.”



Veteran American MMA Expert praises 
Bahraini team behind Brave CF

TDT | Manama

Author, Media Entrepreneur and 
MMA pioneer from The Unit-

ed States of America, Kirik Jenness 
praised the team behind Brave Com-
bat Federation leading to host Asia’s 
largest Mixed Martial Arts event in 
Bahrain. 

Kirik Jenness has an extensive 
background and knowledge of the 
sport. Also featured as a top com-
mentator, he is considered an MMA 
pioneer, working in the industry 
since its No Holds Barred days and in 
a variety of roles, from a fighter (with 
a record of 2-0) to a manager, trainer, 
and founder of MixedMartialArts.
com and The Underground Forum. 
He has also written two books about 
MMA and has been the referee for 
professional bouts.

“The growth of Brave Combat Fed-
eration is the biggest story of the year 
in all of mixed martial arts. What 
Brave is doing - one or more shows 
per month in different countries all 
across the planet - has never been 
done before. I have been involved 
in the sport on a professional, full-
time basis since very shortly after 

the birth of its modern inception 
in 1993, and I would have bet it was 
impossible; I’m glad no one asked 
me. The logistical and personnel 
and regulatory issues when en-
tering a new country are beyond 
immense, they are overwhelming. 
It shouldn’t be possible. It is made 
possible because of the vision and 
resources of HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, and the leader-
ship of “The Hawk” - Brave pres-
ident Mohammed Shahid”, said  
Jenness.

All set for Brave ICW 2018
TDT | Manama

The official press conference was 
held in the Kingdom of Bahrain 

kickstarting Brave International Com-
bat Week 2018. 

The Brave International Combat 
Week which will showcase Brave18 
and the 2018 IMMAF – WMMAA Uni-
fied World Championships which will 
take place at the Khalifa Sport City 
arena in Manama, Bahrain from 11 
to 17 November 2018. Mohammed 
Shahid, President of Brave Combat 
Federation has stated that BRAVE In-
ternational Combat Week will be a 
week-long celebration of mixed mar-
tial arts, culture and festivities. The 
opening press conference took place 
at the Downtown Rotana Hotel in  
Manama.

The IMMAF – WMMAA Champi-
onships will showcase elite amateur 
mixed martial arts talent, as the newly 
merged MMA governing bodies contin-
ue their mission for Olympic recogni-
tion of the sport. 

The Championships includes nation 
vs nation tournaments spanning 5 days 
- the Senior World Championships for 
18s and overs, and the inaugural Junior 
World Championships for 18s to 20s.

The preliminaries of both tour-
naments run from 12 to 15 Novem-

ber. Brave 18 will take place on 16th 
November and will showcase global 
leaders, businessmen, celebrities and 
legends of the sport in attendance in 
the premium edition of the show held 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The week commences with a lavish 
opening ceremony on the evening of 
11 November. The press conference 
featured President of the Bahrain 
MMA Federation and National Olym-
pic Committee delegate, Colonel Al 
Khayyat, IMMAF President Kerrith 
Brown and Mohammed Shahid, Pres-
ident of Brave Combat Federation. The 
press conference was moderated by DJ 
Mohammed Janahi from Bahrain TV.
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The growth of Brave 
Combat Federation 
is the biggest story 
of the year in all of 
mixed martial arts. 
What Brave is doing 
has never been done 

before
KIRIK JENNESS

at Seef District too

Um al Hassan +973 17728699    Seef District +973 17364999

KHK Heroes to kickstart Brave
Shaikh Khalid will take part in a sparring session with Mohammed Buhaz’a, a differently abled athlete

TDT | Manama

KHK Heroes, the latest in-
itiative under the vision 
of HH Shaikh Khalid bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa will kickstart 
the inauguration ceremony of 
Brave International Combat 
Week 2018 on 11th November. 

The First Deputy President of 
the Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports, Honourary Presi-
dent of Bahrain Mixed Martial 
Arts Federation (BMMAF), Pres-
ident of the High Organising 
Committee of Bahrain Interna-
tional Combat Week will take 
part in a sparring session with 
Mohammed Buhaz’a, who will 
achieve his dream to compete 
in MMA overcoming the chal-
lenges of being differently abled. 
Brave International Combat 
Week 2018 is the largest combat 
sports event held in Asia bring-
ing participation from over 11 
nations and hosting the largest 
IMMAF-WMMAA Unified World 
Championships 2018 till date.

Mohammed Buhaz’a will real-
ise his dream with the support of 
HH Shaikh Khalid to compete in 
mixed martial arts. Mohammed 
Buhaz’a had overcome challeng-
es due to down syndrome to re-
alise his dream. 

This marks the first time in 
the history of Bahrain that an 
athlete will be headline the in-

auguration after overcoming 
severe challenges. 

Mohammed Buhaz’a was of-
fered the opportunity to train 
at the KHK MMA Bahrain and to 
realise his dream by HH Shaikh 
Khalid. The inaugural ceremony 
will feature HH Shaikh Khalid 
facing Mohammed Buhaz’a in 
the opening bout. 

KHK Heroes will be a major 
project in the direction of justice 
and equality by applauding the 
contribution of the challenged 
and often forgotten members 
of the society. KHK Heroes will 
identify achievers who have 
struggled to overcome challeng-
es in life without being acknowl-
edged by the society. 

Mohammed Buhaz’a (seated in centre wearing KHK MMA Bahrain jersey) with KHK MMA Fight Team

Kirik Jenness with Jeremy Pacatiw during Brave 17

Brave CF supports forgotten members of society 
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Shahid, Pres-
ident of Brave Combat 

Federation alongside Nive-
dita Dhadphale, Founder at 
Bahrain for All had officially 
launched KHK Heroes, which 
is an initiative under the vision 
of HH Shaikh Khalid bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa. 

KHK Heroes launch con-
ference was held at the Park 
Regis Hotel on 7th November, 
2018. KHK Heroes will be a 
major project in the direction 

of justice and equality by ap-
plauding the contribution of 
the challenged and often for-
gotten members of the society.  

KHK Heroes will identify 
achievers who have struggled 
to overcome challenges with-
out acknowledgement. 

“Our mutual vision is to 
support a cross section of the 
community and make a differ-
ence under the direction of HH 
Shaikh Khalid and together we 
look forward to accomplishing 
even more in the future,” said 
Nivedita Dhadphale.

KHK MMA Athletes secure major sponsorship
TDT | Manama

KHK MMA Bahrain athletes have 
secured a major nutrition and 

supplement sponsorship as Big Mus-
cle Bahrain and AmCan Interna-
tional group, extended their support 
towards the initiative. 

KHK MMA Fight Team represent-
ing the Kingdom of Bahrain will re-
ceive the nutrition and supplement 
sponsorship for the upcoming IM-
MAF-WMMAA Unified World Cham-
pionships 2018 held in the King-
dom of Bahrain which is the largest  

in Asia. 
Kingdom of Bahrain is currently 

ranked second in the world rank-
ings released by the IMMAF and had 
ranked third in the 2017 IMMAF 
World Championships in medal tally. 

Athletes will have access to quality 
nutrition which will prove an impor-
tant part to maintain their fitness 
schedule. Major business houses 
from the Kingdom of Bahrain have 
joined hands to support the initia-
tive which is led under the vision 
of HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al  
Khalifa. 

Eldar Eldarov - Head Coach of 
KHK MMA and Bahrain National 
Team, Hassan Al Mutawa and Yousif 
Kooheji, Coach at KHK MMA was 
present while the athletes received 
the nutrition supplements from Big 
Muscle Bahrain. 

“KHK MMA Bahrain is receiving 
overwhelming support from all over 
Bahrain. It is an inspiring moment 
when the leading brands and organ-
isations in the Kingdom of Bahrain 
comes together to support the initia-
tive.” said Eldar Eldarov, Head Coach 
of KHK MMA Bahrain.

Mohammed Shahid, President 
of Brave CF alongside Nivedita 
Dhadphale, Founder at Bahrain for 
All at the launch of KHK Heroes

2019 a dominating 
year for Bahrain
TDT | Manama

Hamza Kooheji, the first 
professional mixed 

martial artist from Bahrain 
predicted an iconic year for 
mixed martial arts in Bah-
rain. The youth icon who is 
training with the KHK MMA 
Bahrain has represented 
the Kingdom in numerous 
occasions and have a pro-
fessional record of 7-2 in his 
professional career. 

He is currently training 
alongside the KHK MMA 
Fight Team showing his 
support and inspiring for 
the upcoming Brave Inter-
national Combat Week.

Hamza had returned to 
Brave CF at Brave 16 in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE with a sensa-
tional victory over Crisan-
to Pitpitunge from Team 
Lakay, which is among the 
best fight teams in Asia. The 
mixed martial artist from 
Bahrain is the first to rep-
resent the Kingdom in the 
professional division at the 
global level. 

“Bahrain National Team 
at KHK MMA is doing their 
best to ensure that King-
dom of Bahrain dominates 
the world championships. 
The support and motiva-
tion we receive from our 
leader HH Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa is a 
major strength for all of us,” 
said Hamza Kooheji.

KNOW WHAT

The Championships includes 
nation vs nation tourna-

ments spanning 5 days - the 
Senior World Championships 
for 18s and overs, and the in-
augural Junior World Cham-

pionships for 18s to 20s
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Jennings ton puts 
Lanka on the ropes

Keaton Jennings hits undefeated 146 as England set Sri Lanka 462 to win

AFP | Galle, Sri Lanka

A Keaton Jennings century helped 
England put Sri Lanka on the 
ropes in the first Test yesterday, 

setting the hosts a daunting 462 to win 
at notoriously low-scoring Galle.

England declared at 322 for six on day 
three with Jennings 146 not out after a 
patient innings that saw him deal deftly 

with the home side’s spin attack.
At the close of play, Sri Lanka were 15 

without loss with Dimuth Karunaratne 
on seven and Kaushal Silva on eight 
after hanging on for seven overs, with a 
further 447 to make at a ground where 
no team has successfully chased more 
than 99.

In the morning session a somewhat 
shaky Rory Burns, brought in to fill the 
huge shoes of the retired Alastair Cook, 

was run out for 23.
Moeen Ali, out first ball in the first in-

nings, fared little better, driving straight 
to Rangana Herath at mid-on off Dilru-
wan Perera for three.

Herath, in his last game before retiring, 
then got England captain Joe Root out 
for the second time in the match, caught 
behind for three.

But Jennings played cautiously and 
looked comfortable against spin against 
Perera and the other spinners. An LBW 

appeal off Dhananjaya de Silva when 
Jennings was on 58 was turned down and 
Sri Lanka chose not to review.

Ben Stokes hit a brisk 62 off 93 balls 
that saw three sixes, including one back 
over Perera’s head and an almighty sweep 
high over midwicket off Dhananjaya de 
Silva to bring up the 300.

But shortly before tea he became Per-
era’s second scalp, a demon of a ball 
pitching outside leg and angling back to 
take the Durham all-rounder’s off stump.

SCOREBOARD

England first innings 342 (B. Foakes 107, 
S. Curran 48; S. Lakmal 3-18, D. Perera 
5-31)
Sri Lanka first innings 203 (A. Mathews 
52; M. Ali 4-66)

England second innings
R. Burns run out                       23
K. Jennings not out                   146
M. Ali c Herath b Perera                3
J. Root c Dickwella b Herath   3

B. Stokes b Perera                     62
J. Buttler c Silva b Herath            35
B. Foakes c Mendis b Dananjaya   37
S. Curran not out                       0 
Extras (b4, lb7, nb2)                  13
Total (6 wickets, 93 overs)    322
Did not bat: A. Rashid, J. Leach, J. 
Anderson
Bowling: Perera 30-3-94-2, Lakmal 
9-2-30-0, Herath 23-1-59-2, Dananjaya 
18.5-2-87-1, de Silva 12.1-2-41-0
Fall of wickets 1-60 (Burns), 2-67 (Ali), 
3-74 (Root), 4-181 (Stokes), 5-258 (But-
tler), 6-319 (Foakes)England batsman Ben Stokes cuts the ball to pick up some runs watched by Sri Lanka wicketkeeper 

Niroshan Dickwella

Champions League 
needs VAR, says 
Guardiola as City 
gain from penalty 
AFP | Manchester

Manchester City need-
ed no help to swat 

aside Shakhtar Donetsk 
6-0 to move to the brink 
of the Champions League 
last 16, but got a boost with 
a farcical penalty award 
that led to even manag-
er Pep Guardiola to call 
for the introduction of  
VAR.

Hungarian referee Viktor 
Kassai remarkably pointed 
to the spot when Raheem 
Sterling tripped himself up 
as he bore down on goal 
midway through the first 
half with City already lead-
ing 1-0 through David Silva’s 
opener.

“It’s not (a penalty),” said 
Guardiola. “VAR doesn’t 
exist in UEFA so that is the 
problem.”

Despite some controver-
sial calls, the use of video 
referees was largely deemed 
successful at the World Cup 
and will be introduced in 
the Champions League next 
season.

However,  Guardiola, 
who was sent to the stands 
for protesting a goal City 
had wrongly ruled out in 
a quarter-final elimina-
tion to Liverpool last sea-
son, called for it to be used 
in the competition this  
term.


