
London

Volkswagen Group manufacturers Porsche 
and Audi will meet in the near future to 

discuss whether they need to collaborate in 
Formula E.

After three years fighting each other in 
the World Endurance Championship’s LMP1 

division, Audi’s departure to focus on FE 
left Porsche as the sole VW Group 

representative in the WEC.
But with Porsche also 
leaving the LMP1 ranks 
to enter FE in 2019/20, 
the two brands will meet 
to establish what their 
relationship in the electric 
single-seater category will 
be. Audi Motorsport boss 
Dieter Gass explained that 
the conversations have not 
yet taken place but “it’s 
better rather soon so you 
know where you are and 

what to do - I wouldn’t take it 
too relaxed”.
He said the manufacturers 

needed to outline “how you’re 
going to work in a championship 

together”.
“It is important at least to set out 

the rules,” Gass told Autosport. “At 
least.

“You can save a lot of money if you have 
some areas of cooperation.”(autosport)
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Hamilton 
dominates
top driver 
poll
London

Formula One team bosses have 
voted Lewis Hamilton as the 

sport’s top driver for the fourth 
year in a row but Mercedes team 
mate Valtteri Bottas slipped to 10th 
place in the rankings.

The poll, published by 
motorsport.com yesterday, put four 
times world champion Hamilton 
far ahead of closest rival Max 
Verstappen.

Bottas, winner of three races 
this year after joining as now-
retired 2016 world champion Nico 
Rosberg’s replacement, was listed 

in 10th place after bosses 
awarded points according to 
the regular F1 scoring system.

That represented a drop of one 
place on where Bottas had been 
with Williams in 2016.

Hamilton scored 233 out of a 
maximum 250, with Red Bull’s 
Verstappen on 143. Ferrari’s 2017 
championship runner-up Sebastian 
Vettel, also a four times champion, 
was third and Red Bull’s Daniel 
Ricciardo fourth.

Force India’s Mexican Sergio 
Perez dropped out of the top 10 
entirely but his French team mate 

Esteban 
O c o n 

made his entry 
in fifth place, one ahead 
of McLaren’s double world 
champion Fernando Alonso.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen 
and Renault’s Carlos Sainz tied 
in seventh place with Renault’s 
Nico Hulkenberg a new entry at 
ninth. (Reuters)

London

Sebastian Vettel hopes being “a bit wiser” will help him improve 
as a driver and add to his tally of four Formula 1 world 

championships in the future.
The Ferrari driver led the standings going into the summer break 

but ultimately lost out to Mercedes rival Lewis Hamilton, who 
clinched his fourth title.

Vettel’s former team-mate Daniel Ricciardo said Hamilton’s 
ability to keep a cool head was key to him beating Vettel this year.

In the Singapore Grand Prix Vettel lost a potential win when he 
aggressively defended from pole at the start and caused a crash, 

while in Azerbaijan he lost a victory when he was penalised for 
veering into Hamilton behind the safety car.

Asked if he enjoyed racing Hamilton this 
season, Vettel, who was speaking at an event to 
open the FIA’s new Hall of Fame in Paris in 
which he was inducted, said: “Yes, definitely.

“There is no doubt about his skill and his 
speed. He’s very quick and he doesn’t do 
many mistakes.

“Jacques [Villeneuve] said [Michael] 
Schumacher was the best one and the 
hardest one to fight against.

“It’s exactly that, if you fight against the 
best, it elevates you onto the next level.

“A lot of the things that I did back then, 
they were right, but today thinking a bit 
different or just a bit wiser, I hope so, will 
allow me to do better.”
FIA president Jean Todt praised 

Hamilton, who did not attend the event, 
as a “great champion” but would not be 

drawn on whether he felt the Briton could 
equal Schumacher’s record tally of seven world 
championships. (eurosport)

London

Honda has restructured its under-
performing Formula One operations 

after the split from McLaren, with Yusuke 
Hasegawa to stand down as head of the 
Japanese company’s F1 project at the end 
of the year.

Honda, starting a new partnership with 
Red Bull-owned Toro Rosso from January, 
said in a statement on Thursday that 
Hasegawa’s position would be split into 
two separate functions.

Toyoharu Tanabe, an experienced 
Formula One veteran who worked as race 
engineer to Austrian Gerhard Berger at 
McLaren in the early 1990s, had been 
appointed as F1 technical director.

Tanabe, who was also chief engineer 
to Britain’s Jenson Button at BAR and 
Honda Racing between 2003 and 2007, 
will run operations at the racetrack and 
in testing.

An operating officer, yet to be 
named, will take charge of research and 
development at Sakura in Japan while 
Hasegawa remains executive chief 
engineer.

“By separating these areas of 
responsibility, we will evolve our structure 
so that both the development team and 
racing/testing team can assume their 
respective responsibilities more speedily,” 
said Honda’s brand and communications 
head Katsuhide Moriyama. (Reuters)
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