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It was one of the Premier League’s great 
goalkeeping performances. Save after 

save, each more impressive than the one 
that preceded it.

His performance against Arsenal on 
Saturday was unique, record-equalling, 
and cemented David De Gea’s spot as the 
world’s greatest goalkeeper.

Yes, Bayern Munich’s Manuel Neuer is 
excellent but the Manchester United No 
1 is now better. The Spaniard’s reflexes 
are remarkable and his ability to stop the 
ball with his feet is unrivalled.

His journey to the top hasn’t been 
easy, however. Challenges have been 
overcome, his character tested. So we 
asked our friends at Football Whispers 
to reflect on the 27-year-old’s rise from a 
slight and inconsistent goalkeeper to the 
world’s best.

De Gea’s story is not rags to riches, 
it’s quite the opposite in fact. But it is 
one based around family and how the 
support of his parents enabled him to 
achieve the dream of many a young boy.

From an early age De Gea’s love 
for sport was evident. He would play 
basketball and tennis and was very good 
in both. But football was his passion and 
he wanted to follow in the footsteps of 
his father, Jose, a former goalkeeper for 
Getafe.

His formative years, however, were 
spent as an outfield player. De Gea was 
tall and quick, while his agility and 
lightning quick reflexes meant he stood 
out among his team-mates. And yet he 
always wanted to be a goalkeeper.

In Jose, David had the perfect coach. 
His father would attempt to be at every 
game and every training session. He 
would then offer advice, guidance and, 
if required, criticism. It was all to ensure 
his son could achieve his dream.

As De Gea entered his teenage years, 
his story becomes a little unclear. There 
are stories which suggest that, at the age 
of 14, he was finally offered a chance to 
join the youth set-up of Atletico Madrid, 
the club he supported as a boy. 

But a coach for Casarrubuelos Football 

School, a school in Madrid for which De 
Gea played, tells a different tale.

“We went to play a friendly at Cerro 
del Espino against the Cadet B of 
Atletico, who were trained by Emilio 
Garcia,” he said in an interview with 
Spanish newspaper AS.

“He always asked me: ‘Juanlu, do 
you have a goalkeeper for Atleti?’ I 
said: ‘Look no further, De Gea’. But 
the weeks passed and David’s father 
told me that they had put in an offer, 
so I had to lie to them.

De Gea would move away from 
the family home in Toledo, but his 
parents support didn’t wane. Jose 
wouldn’t just attend every youth 
game but would be at training - in 
wind, rain or snow - to watch the 
progress of his talented son.

His mum would call De Gea 
up to four times a week to check 
the precocious goalkeeper wasn’t 
neglecting his school work.

“She was always worried about the 
balance between my studies and sports,” 
the United goalkeeper later explained. 
“My parents would drive 50km a day just 
to come take a look at me at Atletico’s 
training ground in the plush area of 
Alarcon.”

Some teenagers may have found that 
overbearing, but De Gea didn’t. He 
appreciated the love and care he received 
and remains to this day incredibly close 
to both of his parents, who moved to 
England following the goalkeeper’s 
switch to United.

As De Gea progressed through the 
youth ranks at Atletico Madrid, his 
talent was becoming obvious to coaches 
and players alike. It’s why when Quique 
Sanchez Flores took over Atleti in 
October 2009, he asked goalkeeping 
coach Emilio Alvarez Blanco - who is 
now the goalkeeper coach at Old Trafford 
- who was the pick of the Colchoneros 
stoppers.

Without hesitation Alvarez name-
checked De Gea, who is far-sighted, and 
means he wears contact lenses.

T h e 
18-year-
old had 
made his first-
team debut a month earlier, 
replacing the experienced 
Roberto in a Champions 
League game against Porto, a 
match which Atleti lost 2-0 with 
De Gea conceding two late goals.

His La Liga debut would come 
three days later against Real 
Zaragoza, in which he conceded 
but saved a penalty in a 2-1 win. It 
was under Sanchez Flores, however, 
that De Gea established himself as the 
club’s first-choice goalkeeper. (thesun.
co.uk)

A diet of protein shakes and hours in 
the gym has seen the David de Gea 
become the world’s top stopper

David De Gea

London

World football governing 
body FIFA announced 

on Wednesday it was lifting its 
suspension of Kuwait, after the 
Gulf state’s parliament adopted 
a law meant to end government 
interference in the sport.

“The suspension of the 
Kuwait football association is 
lifted,” FIFA’s president Gianni 
Infantino announced alongside 
a Kuwaiti official in a short 
video shared widely on Twitter.

Infantino was visiting 
Kuwait to announce the eagerly 
anticipated decision.

World sports bodies led by 
FIFA and the International 
Olympic Committee suspended 
Kuwait in October 2015 for the 
second time since 2010 over 
alleged government meddling 

in sports.
The suspensions meant 

Kuwait missed out on 
the qualifiers for the 
2018 World Cup 
and the 2019 Asian 
Cup, and before 
that the Rio 2016 
Olympic Games. 
On Sunday, 
the Kuwaiti 
parliament passed 
a new law in line 
with FIFA’s 
r e q u i r e m e n t s 
and on Tuesday, 
Kuwaiti clubs 
elected the head of a new 
football federation.

Analysts say the crisis in 
Kuwaiti sports was the result 
of a power struggle within the 
ruling elite. (AFP)

London

Leicester striker 
Jamie Vardy 

has been described 
as “the complete 

player” by his 
manager Claude 

Puel.
Vardy has scored two of 

his seven Premier League goals his season in 
the six matches since Puel was appointed 
as manager at the end of October.

The 30-year-old, who joined Leicester 
from Fleetwood for £1million in 2012, 
will look to score his 50th Premier 
League goal for the club when the 
Foxes face Newcastle at St James’ Park 

on Saturday.
Puel has been impressed with Vardy during 

the short time he has been working with him and 
heaped praise on the player ahead of the trip to 
the north-east.

“I think Jamie Vardy is the complete player. 
I would always prefer to have him in my team,” 
Puel told reporters at a press conference yesterday 
afternoon.

“He’s enjoying his football, it’s amazing to see. 
He works hard for the team and always has a 
positive attitude.

“If we can help him to score it will be 50 goals, 
which is a good thing. He is a great player, and 
now with a lot of experience, maturity in the 
Premier League he can give a lot to the team. I was 
surprised to know his qualities.” (eurosport)
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Madrid

Cristiano Ronaldo became the first 
player to score in every Champions 

League group stage match as Real Madrid 
beat Borussia Dortmund 3-2 at the 
Bernabeu.

The holders, who finish as runners-up 
in Group H behind Tottenham, were set 
on their way by Borja Mayoral’s first goal 
in the competition, set up by Ronaldo, 
who quickly added a second himself for 
his ninth in the Champions League this 
season.

Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang 

struck either 
side of half-
time to 

unexpectedly level things up but 
Vazquez’s late goal inflicted another 
defeat on Dortmund, who hung on to 
third place in the group to qualify for the 
Europa League.

Roman Burki spilled an early effort 
from Ronaldo as Madrid started brightly 
and they took the lead after just eight 
minutes.

Ronaldo waltzed between two 
Dortmund defenders on the left and 
poked the ball across the face of goal 
where Isco helped it into the path of 
Mayoral, selected as one of five changes 
made by Zinedine Zidane, who clipped 
his finish over the advancing goalkeeper.

Ronaldo curled a lovely right-foot shot 
into the far top corner from the left-hand 
side of the penalty area to extend the lead 
after 12 minutes.

He and Mayoral both had chances to 
put the match beyond Dortmund but a 
combination of wayward finishing and 
good positioning from Burki saw the 
score remain at 2-0.

Aubameyang had been anonymous 

before launching himself at Marcel 
Schmelzer’s cross to pull a goal back 
with a diving header a minute before the 
break.

Four minutes into the second half, 
Aubameyang then levelled up the match. 
Shinji Kagawa’s pass found the Gabon 
international unmarked on the edge of 
the penalty area and, after his initial effort 
was saved by Keylor Navas, Aubameyang 
deftly chipped the rebound over the 
Madrid goalkeeper.

Ronaldo immediately had a chance to 
restore Real’s lead but scuffed his shot 
wide from in front of goal. He then had 
an effort ruled out for offside.

However, Zidane’s team did get a third 
goal with nine minutes remaining when 
Vazquez found the bottom corner of the 
net with a curling effort from the edge of 
the box.

Kagawa could have earned Dortmund 
a point but, after good link-up play with 
Mahmoud Dahoud, he was unable to 
control his shot and the ball cleared the 
crossbar. (espn.in)

Ronaldo sets 
record, Real win

Jamie Vardy is the complete player

Garcia named 
Europe’s best golfer

London

U.S. Masters champion 
Sergio Garcia was named 

the European Tour’s Golfer 
of the Year for the first time 
yesterday, capping an excellent 
year in which he also triumphed 
in the Dubai Desert Classic 
and the Andalucia Valderrama 
Masters.

The 37-year-old, who beat 
Englishman Justin Rose in a 
playoff back in April to capture 
his maiden major in Augusta, 
is the third Spaniard to win 
the award after Seve Ballesteros 
and Jose Maria Olazabal.

“This is an amazing honour,” 
Garcia said in a news release. “I 
think both on and off the golf 
course it has been a unique and 
unbelievable year, and one that 
I will definitely remember my 

whole life.
“I am so happy to receive this 

award...against the calibre of 
players that were in contention, 
(it) is incredible. Tommy 
(Fleetwood), Justin, Tyrrell 
(Hatton) and Jon (Rahm) are 
all amazing players, and all had 
unbelievable years themselves.”

Garcia, who came fourth in 
the Race to Dubai Rankings, 
won his first European Tour 
title in three seasons when he 
finished three shots clear of 
Henrik Stenson at the Dubai 
Desert Classic in February.

Two months later, he claimed 
the 13th European Tour title of 
his career in Augusta, before 
winning again on home soil 
at the Andalucia Valderrama 
Masters, an event hosted by his 
own foundation. (Reuters)

FIFA ends Kuwait’s 
suspension
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Dortmund’s Serbian defender Neven Subotic (R) vies with Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo (Picture courtesy: AFP)
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