
Paris

An unusual set of 
fossilised remains 

illegally poached from 
Mongolia belonged to a 
new species of dinosaur 
with the rare trait of living 
on both land and water, 
researchers have claimed.

Thought to have lived 
around 71–75m years ago, 
the creature boasts a swan-
like neck, razor-sharp claws 
on its feet, a duck-billed 
snout and forelimbs with 
proportions that might 
have helped it swim.

“What is very special 
about it is that it looks 
very weird. It doesn’t look 
like any other dinosaur 
that we know so far,” 
said Vincent Fernandez, 
a palaeontologist at the 

European Synchrotron 
Radiation Facility. 
Fernandez also noted 
that while the claws are 
a feature thought to 
be useful on land, the 
other features would 
help with hunting fish. 

“When we add up all 
the [characteristics] it 
shows that it was an 
amphibious animal – 
it was able to run on 
land, as we imagine 
dinosaurs running 
around, and on top of 
that it was able to go 
into water,” Fernandez 
said, adding that the 
creature’s body was 
about the size of a 
mallard duck, but with 
a long tail and longer 
legs. (theguardian)
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New Delhi 

Indian police on Thursday 
arrested a Hindu man 

over the murder of a Muslim 
labourer after identifying 
him from a video of the 
brutal killing that went viral 
and has sparked widespread 
outrage.

The footage shows a man 
hitting labourer Afrazul 
Khan with a pickaxe and 
a machete before pouring 
kerosene over his body and 
setting it alight.

Afterwards the attacker 
can be heard warning against 
so-called “love jihad”, a 

term used by religious 
radicals in India to accuse 
Muslims of marrying Hindu 
women in order to convert  
them.

The killing occurred in 
western Rajasthan state, 
which has seen a series of 
vigilante attacks on Muslims 
in recent months.

Most of the attacks 
have been related to the 
transporting of cows, which 
Hindus consider sacred, by 
so-called “cow protection” 
groups who roam highways 
inspecting livestock trucks.
(AFP) 

New Delhi

Police are investigating 
after horrifying video 

emerged showing a stray 
dog carrying the body of 
a newborn baby outside a 
hospital in India.

Shocked passersby filmed 
as the stray animal carried 
the newborn’s remains down 
the street near a hospital in 
the village of Gopalganj, in 
Madhya Pradesh.

Video then appears to 
show the dog fed parts of the 
baby to its puppies before 
police arrived and recovered 

the body.
Sanjay Soni, station 

house officer of the town 
police, said officers are now 
working to identify the baby 
and find out how the dog got 
hold of it.

It is not clear whether 
the infant was alive or dead 
when the animal found it. 

‘As soon as we received 
the information, we reached 
the spot and found body of 
a new-born in disturbing 
condition,’ Soni told 
Asian News International. 
(dailymail)

Seoul

Two American B-1B 
heavy bombers joined 

large-scale combat drills over 
South Korea on Thursday 
amid warnings from North 
Korea that the exercises 
and U.S. threats have made 
the outbreak of war “an 
established fact”.

The annual U.S.-South 
Korean “Vigilant Ace” 
exercises feature 230 aircraft, 
including a range of the U.S. 
military’s most advanced 
stealth warplanes, and come 
a week after North Korea 
tested its most powerful 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) to date 
which it says can reach the 

mainland United States.
A spokesman for 

the North’s foreign 
ministry blamed the drills 
and “confrontational 
warmongering” by U.S. 
officials for making war 
inevitable.

“The remaining question 
now is: when will the war 
break out?” the spokesman 
said late on Wednesday in a 
statement carried by North 
Korea’s KCNA news agency.

“We do not wish for a war 
but shall not hide from it.”

China, North Korea’s 
neighbour and lone major 
ally, again urged calm and 
said war was not the answer. 
(Reuters)

A former Turkish beauty 
pageant winner may face 
up to a year in prison over a 
tweet referring to last year’s 
failed military coup that 
cost her “Miss Turkey” title.

The relocation of the embassy 
to Jerusalem is expected to 
take several years. If Trump 
fails to win a second term 
in 2020, do you think the 
decision will be reversed?
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Indian police arrest suspect 
in brutal video murder

Dog filmed with baby remains

North Korea says U.S. threats 
make war unavoidable 

Ousted Turkish beauty 
queen may face jail time

Indonesia fights 
diphtheria outbreak 
Indonesian health authori-
ties will launch an immuni-
sation drive next week to 
contain a sharp rise in cases 
of diphtheria, which has 
killed at least 32 people.

Paris transport bosses have 
renamed a metro station 
after the legendary French 
rock star Johnny Hallyday, 
whose death has plunged 
France into mourning.

The Chinese military alleged 
yesterday that an Indian 
drone “intruded” into China’s 
airspace and has “crashed”.

Paris renames metro 
station after Hallyday

Indian drone 
‘crashed in China’

U.S. Air Force F-16 fighter jets take part in a joint aerial drill 
exercise called ‘Vigilant Ace’ between U.S. and South Korea, 
at the Osan Air Base in Pyeongtaek

Los Angeles 

California motorists 
commuted past a 

blazing inferno Wednesday 
as wind-whipped wildfires 
raged across the Los Angeles 
region, with flames triggering 
the closure of a major 
freeway and mandatory 
evacuations in an area dotted 
with mansions.

One day after the 
“Thomas” fire broke out 
-- devastating 65,000 acres 
(26,300 hectares) and forcing 
27,000 people to flee -- 
high winds caused another 
wave of wildfires to erupt 
overnight, including one in 
Los Angeles’ affluent Bel-
Air neighbourhood that 
gridlocked heavy traffic as 

ash and smoke churned over 
the smouldering hillside.

The “Skirball” fire ignited 
before 5 am (1300 GMT) 
and quickly engulfed some 
50 acres, with forecasters 
predicting the 25-mile-
per-hour winds could 
cause further spreading, 
threatening multi-million 
dollar homes and the 
acclaimed Getty Centre 
museum.

The fire captured in 
apocalyptic images also 
prompted authorities to close 
the 405 Freeway, a major 
commuting corridor famous 
for its traffic congestion.

The acclaimed Getty arts 
institution was closed, with 
museum authorities tweeting 

that “air filtration systems 
are protecting the galleries 
from smoke.”

Just north in Ventura 
County the Thomas blaze 
continued unabated, after 
erupting in the hills of 
oak and scrub north of 
Santa Paula on the gusts of 
powerful so-called Santa Ana 
winds.

That fire had left at least 
one dead and destroyed 
more than 150 homes 
and businesses, and still 
threatened some 12,000 
structures. It clogged the 
area with thick black smoke 
and caused mandatory 
evacuations, road closures 
and school cancellations. 
(AFP) 

Smuggled fossil ‘very weird’ 
new species of dinosaur

New blaze 
ignites near LA

Reconstruction of Halszkaraptor escuil-
liei. This small dinosaur was a close 
relative of velociraptor, but in body 
shape and inferred lifestyle it resem-
bles modern birds such as swans

“We will never accept 
Russia’s occupation and 
attempted annexation of 
Crimea. Crimea-related 
sanctions will remain in 
place until Russia returns 
full control of the peninsula 
to Ukraine.”

Rex Tillerson
United States Secretary of State 

Firefighters monitor a section of the largest blaze, the 
Thomas fire, along the 101 freeway north of Ventura


