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Missing Pets

MACY - Female long-haired, 6 yrs, 
spayed, sweet and approachable - 
but does not like to be picked up, 
not wearing collar or ID tag, chased 
off compound by stray cat, Hamala 
Hills area, REWARD for safe return, 
26/11/17. 34515853

HERCULES - Male grey and white 
tabby, 4 mos, microchipped, wearing 
purple collar - no ID tag, first time 
ventured out in garden, Mahooz (near 
Mahooz Park), 23/11/17. 35387950

LILLY - Female Cockatoo, feathers 
are slightly trimmed, flew away, Al 
Areen area, 6/12/17. 37196558

SHINZA - Female Shih Tzu, 9 mos, not 
wearing collar or ID tag, was in dog 
carrier handbag and escaped while 
walking, recently given to new owner
- so not familiar with them or area, 
Salhiya, 25/11/17. 36996136

Manama

Bahrain yesterday said it 
“strongly believes that 

it cannot be considered as a 
tax haven” and will initiate a 
dialogue with the EU to change 
the status.  

“Bahrain will initiate dialogue 
with the EU on this matter, 
to ensure understanding and 
recognition of the Kingdom’s 
efforts to ensure financial 
transparency, international 
cooperation and a robust 
regulatory environment,” the 
statement said. 

Bahrain, along with UAE 
and 16 other jurisdictions 
were blacklisted by the 
European Union accusing 
as non-cooperative for tax 
purposes. The list was based 

on criteria around perceived 
approaches to transparency 
and information exchange, 
fair tax competition and 
implementation of the OECD’s 
Base Erosion and Profit 
Shifting (BEPS) standards.

Bahrain said it will commit 
to being a member of the 
Inclusive Framework on BEPS 
which brings together over 
100 countries and jurisdictions 
to collaborate on the 
implementation of the OECD 
/ G20 BEPS Package.

Bahrain, in its response to 
EU, also pointed out that it has 
already communicated to the 
Global Forum on Transparency 
and Exchange of Information 
its intention to exchange tax 
information automatically with 
all EU member states as part 

of the continuing Common 
Reporting Standard (CRS) 
initiative.

According to the EU 
statement, Bahrain’s inclusion 
was due to the Kingdom not 
covering all EU Member States 
for the purpose of automatic 
exchange of information. 

The government said, 
contrary to the EU statement, 
on 29th June 2017, Bahrain 
signed both the OECD 
Convention on Mutual 
Administrative Assistance in 
Tax Matters (the Convention) 
and the Multilateral Competent 
Authority Agreement (the 
MCAA), allowing Bahrain 
to collect information from 
its financial institutions and 
automatically exchange that 
information on a yearly basis 

with its fellow Convention and 
MCAA signatories. 

“This will be ratified once 
both the Convention and 
MCAA have been approved 
by the Kingdom’s National 
Assembly, as required by 
Bahraini law, A process which 
has already commenced,” the 
statement said. 

Furthermore, on 5th 
December 2017, the Bahrain-
US FATCA Inter-Governmental 
Agreement was approved by the 
National Assembly, whilst the 
Kingdom has signed 51 bilateral 
Tax Treaties which allow for 
the exchange of information for 
tax purposes. Included in these 
treaties are 17 treaties with EU 
member, several of which have 
already been used to request 
information from Bahrain.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Joel Indrupati

Wide Angle

Who has been declared as the ‘Person of the Year 2017’ by 
TIME magazine?

Like every year, the publishers have announced this week their 
choice of “a person or a group of people who most influenced 
the news during the past year, for better or for worse”.

By awarding “The Silence Breakers – The Voices that 
Launched a Movement”, TIME has recognized – I think, rightly 
so - the role of some courageous women who spoke out against 
‘men in power’ who were perpetrators or enablers of sexual 
misconduct.

As, one by one, women came out saying “me too”, mighty 
men of Hollywood, mass-media and politics fell flat like … 
well… a house of cards.

Dozens have come forward to speak of sexual assault, rape 
and harassment from people in power. And, as of 6 December, 
six women have filed class-action lawsuit against the Hollywood 
bigwig Harvey Weinstein and some other ‘complicit producers’.

The women say, “We are but six women representing 
hundreds. Dozens have come forward so far, and many more 
remain in the shadows, still trying to find their courage”.

So, as TIME recognizes the truth that vulnerable women are 
unlikely to report sexual misconduct until they feel safe, we can 
see it still does something more. It emboldens today’s young 
women to speak out against sexual manipulation.

TIME magazine’s choices since 1927, when they had launched 
the ‘Person of the Year’ annual issue, have always fascinated us; 
for some of its unconventional decisions.

And this could be a good time, I thought, to look at some of 
them.

Person of the Year 2011 was “The Protestor”. That year had 
seen the birth of Arab Spring revolution and of massive protests 
across the globe, and it seemed like a wise choice.

Person of the Year 2014 was “The Ebola Fighters” who were 
“the ones who answered the call” to help those affected by the 
deadly disease in the West African nations of Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and Guinea.

Among other unnamed people, or groups of people, declared 
as ‘TIME Person of the Year’ are also “The Hungarian Freedom 
Fighter(1956)”, “The Apollo 8 astronauts(1968)”, “American 
Women(1975)”, and “The American Soldier(2003)”.

“The Peace Makers(1993)” were represented by four people. 
Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin who had signed the 1993 
Oslo Accord then, the first face-to-face agreement between 
Palestinian and Israeli authorities; and by Nelson Mandela 
and F. W. de Klerk. The latter – as President of South Africa - 
oversaw Mandela’s release from prison in 1990, and they had 
worked together to end the Apartheid system.

“The Whistle Blowers(2002)” Cynthia Cooper, Coleen Rowley 
and Sherron Watkins, had respectively, brought to light huge 
irregularities at  WorldCom, FBI and Enron.

Personally, I will not forget the magazine’s December 1999 
issue which had declared, yes, the “Person of the Century”!

I was new to Bahrain and I had purchased this issue, a 
collector’s item – at Al Jazeera Store in Mahooz – which named 
Albert Einstein as the “Person of the Century”.   Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi were chosen as runners-up, for 
the special honour.

Earlier, TIME in 1949 had also named Winston Churchill as 
“Man of the Half-Century”, and in 1989, Mikhail Gorbachev as 
“Man of the Decade”.

It had also changed its title to “Machine of the Year” and 
awarded “The Computer(1982)”, and to “Planet of the Year” and 
awarded “The Endangered Earth (1988)”.

But, I am happy to say I too have won the “TIME Person of 
the Year 2006.”

Actually, we all did.
The cover of the magazine that year featured a computer 

monitor with a reflective mylar pane, to show the reflection 
of whoever picks up the magazine, saying we made Internet 
famous by our content.

Retrospective: TIME 
Persons of the Years

SADIE/PRINCESS - Female, 9 years, 
spayed, very shy and likely scared, 
not wearing collar or ID, may have 
been stolen, New Zinj (behind Ceram 
Dental - near Pizza Hut), 21/11/17, 
REWARD for safe return. 39656793/ 
39670024/ 33744734/ 39893752

LUCKY - Male Persian mix, 2 yrs, 
white, escaped from open window, 
wearing blue collar w bell and
mobile number, responds to bells, 
nervous cat, Isa Town (Block 814, 
Road 1416), 1/12/17, REWARD BD20, 
WhatsApp or phone 35573791
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