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May said she “disagreed” with 
Trump’s decision, according to 
her spokesperson.

“We disagree with the 
U.S. decision to move its 
embassy to Jerusalem and 
recognize Jerusalem as 
the Israeli capital before 
a final status agreement,” 
the spokesperson said. “We 
believe it is unhelpful in terms of 
prospects for peace in the region.”

In a statement, Freeland said Canada 
is a friend to both the Israeli and 
Palestinian people.

“Canada’s longstanding 
position is that the status 
of Jerusalem can be 
resolved only as part of a 
general settlement of the 
Palestinian-Israeli dispute.

‘‘We are strongly 
committed to the goal of a 
comprehensive, just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East, including 
the creation of a Palestinian state living 
side-by-side in peace and security with Israel. 
We call for calm and continue to support 
the building of conditions necessary for the 
parties to find a solution.’’

U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s 
recognition of 
Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel has 
complicated the 
situation in the Middle 
East and is causing a 
split in the international 
community, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters 
on Thursday.

Guterres called Wednesday’s events a 
“moment of great anxiety.”

“I have consistently spoken out 
against any unilateral measures that 
would jeopardize the prospect of 
peace for Israelis and Palestinians,” 
Guterres told reporters.

“In this moment of great anxiety, 
I want to make it clear: There is no 
alternative to the two-state solution. 
There is no Plan B. I will do everything in 
my power to support the Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders to return to meaningful negotiations.”

“This decision is a regrettable 
decision that France does not 
approve of and goes against 
international law and all 
the resolutions of the U.N. 
Security Council,” Macron 
told reporters at a news 
conference in Algiers.

He said the status of 
Jerusalem is an international 
security matter that should be 
decided by Israelis and Palestinians.

“France and Europe are attached to 
a two-state solution – Israel and Palestine 
– living side-by-side in peace and security 
within recognized international borders 
with  Jerusalem  the capital of both states,” he 
said, adding that Paris was ready to work with 
partners to find a solution.

“For now, I urge for calm and for everyone 
to be responsible. We must avoid at all costs 
avoid violence and foster dialogue.”
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As Trump decided to move the US 
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem, the 
world leaders yesterday came out in 
full force to express their disagree-
ment and contempt for the decision 
which they felt would only help in 
jeopardising the peace process. Major 
US allies also came forward to reject 
the decision. Below is their responses.

The EU expressed 
serious concerns after 
Trump’s decision.

“The aspirations 
of both parties must 
be fulfilled and a 
way must be found 
through negotiations 
to resolve the status 
of  Jerusalem  as the 
future capital of both 
states,” Mogherini 
said in a statement.

Abbas said that the 
US had effectively 
abdicated its role 
as a mediator 
in the region. 
Abbas rejected the 
announcement and 
called Jerusalem  the 
“eternal capital of the 
State of Palestine”. In a 
pre-recorded speech played 
on Palestine TV, Abbas said the 
move was “tantamount to the 
United States abdicating its role 
as a peace mediator.”

Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II, 
whose country 
like Egypt 
has a peace 
treaty with 
Israel, said 
he had 
e x p r e s s e d 
his concerns 
to Trump 
in a phone call 
Tuesday, saying that ignoring 
Palestinian, Muslim and 
Christian rights in Jerusalem 
would only fuel further 
extremism.

“Jerusalem is a unique city,” 
Pope Francis said during his 
weekly appearance at the 
Vatican, “sacred to Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, 
where the Holy Places for 
the respective religions 
are venerated, and it has a 
special vocation to peace.”

Francis said, “I pray to 
the Lord that such identity be 
preserved and strengthened for the 
benefit of the Holy Land, the Middle East and 
the entire world, and that wisdom and prudence 
prevail, to avoid adding new elements of tension 
in a world already shaken and scarred by many 
cruel conflicts.” 

Turkey’s foreign ministry released a statement that 
called on Washington to reverse the decision.

“We condemn the irresponsible statement of the U.S. 
administration… declaring that it recognizes Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel and it will be moving the U.S. embassy 
in Israel to Jerusalem,” the statement read.

“We call upon the U.S. Administration to reconsider 
this faulty decision which may result in highly negative 
outcomes and to avoid uncalculated steps that will harm the 
multicultural identity and historical status of Jerusalem.”

Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun said in a 
statement on Wednesday that Trump threatened 
the credibility of the United States as a broker of 
the peace process in the region.

The decision has put back the peace process 
by decades, and threatens regional stability and 
perhaps global stability, Aoun said in a statement.

Hamas official Salah Bardawil said 
the Palestinians were “on a dangerous 
crossroad today; we either remain or 
perish.” “We should call for and we should 
work on launching an intifada (Palestinian 
uprising) in the face of the Zionist enemy,” 
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said in a 
speech in Gaza.

“This can rock global security and stability,” Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo, leader of the world’s largest Muslim-majority nation, 
told a news conference in which he called for the United States to 
reconsider its decision.
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