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Bringing world’s finest chocolate 
products, exhibitors, chocolatiers and 

entrepreneurs under one roof, the second 
edition of Bahrain’s Chocolate and Coffee 
Exhibition kick-started in the Kingdom  
yesterday. 

Over 60 local and international exhibitors are 
participating in the event mainly from Bahrain, 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Jordan, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Britain, France and 
the United States.

The event is being held under the patronage of 
the CEO of the Bahrain Tourism and Exhibition 
Authority (BTI) Shaikh Khalid bin Hamoud Al 
Khalifa in Bahrain International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre.

The First Edition held last December engaged 
more than 15,000 visitors and 51 participants. 

The Exhibition, according to BTI, provides 
Chocolate Makers and investors with an 

ideal platform to strengthen their productive 
partnerships and business relationships and 
explore new horizons in Chocolate Industry and 
Trade.

Yasmin Jamal, CEO of Bedayaat, the organisers 
of the Bahrain Chocolate and Coffee exhibition, 
said that the expo gathers under one roof 
exhibitors, chocolatiers, entrepreneurs, and all 
interested individuals and benefits them with new 
investment opportunities. 

“Last year, the visitors received an exclusive 
opportunity to make Bahrain’s seafront out of 
small chocolate pieces, and a fun experience 
of tasting rich chocolate flavours. At the same 
time, the event also supported the tourism sector 
which witnessed a threefold growth over the past 
decade,” she added.

This event includes training sessions in the 
chocolate and Coffee industry. Yasmeen called on 
all interested participants to attend these training 
courses to improve their careers and identify new 
horizons.
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Jerusalem: Eternal capital of the state of Palestine
(Continued from Page 1)

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas, in a pre-recorded 

speech, said Jerusalem was the 
“eternal capital of the State of 
Palestine” and that Trump’s move 
was “tantamount to the United 
States abdicating its role as a peace 
mediator.”

The Saudi Royal Court issued a 
statement saying that the kingdom 
followed “with deep sorrow” 
Trump’s decision and warned 
of “dangerous consequences 
of moving the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem”.

Jordan said Trump’s action 
was “legally null” because it 
consolidated Israel’s occupation of 
East Jerusalem.

In its first response, India said 
that its position on Palestine is 

independent and not determined 
by any third country. “India’s 
position on Palestine is 
independent and consistent. It is 
shaped by our views and interests, 
and not determined by any third 
country,” said Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar.

In Rome, Pope Francis prayed 
that Jerusalem’s status be preserved 
and needless conflict avoided.

Meanwhile, demonstrations 
broke out outside the US consulate 
in Istanbul, Turkey and in Jordan’s 
capital Amman. Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Mr 
Trump was “throwing the region 
into a ring of fire”.

In the Baqaa refugee camp on 
Amman’s outskirts, hundreds 
roamed the streets denouncing 

Trump and urging Jordan to scrap 
its 1994 peace treaty with Israel. 
“Down with America...America is 
the mother of terror,” they chanted.

Palestinians switched off 
Christmas lights on trees outside 
Bethlehem’s Church of the 
Nativity, where Christians believe 
Jesus was born, and in Ramallah, 
next to the burial site of former 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
in protest.

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May said she disagreed with the 
US decision, which was “unhelpful 
in terms of prospects for peace 
in the region”. French President 
Emmanuel Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel both 
said their countries did not support 
the move. China and Russia have 
also expressed concern. (Agencies)

Chocolate and Coffee Expo opens at Bahrain 
International Exhibition and Convention Centre


