
Doctor Sleep: The Shining sequel has its own spooky sparkle
Mike Flanagan offers a spirited rendition of Stephen King’s follow-up novel

Doctor Sleep is a 2019 
American horror film 
based on the 2013 novel 

of the same name by Stephen 
King, which is a sequel to King’s 

1977 novel The Shining. The 
film, set several decades after 
the events of The Shining, com-
bines elements of the 1977 nov-
el and its 1980 film adaptation 

of the same name directed by 
Stanley Kubrick. Doctor Sleep 
is written, directed, and edited 
by Mike Flanagan. It stars Ewan 
McGregor as Danny Torrance, a 
man with psychic abilities who 
struggles with childhood trau-
ma. The film also stars Rebecca 
Ferguson and Kyliegh Curran 
in her feature film debut. Carl 
Lumbly, Zahn McClarnon, Emi-
ly Alyn Lind, Bruce Greenwood, 
Jocelin Donahue, Alex Essoe, 
and Cliff Curtis also feature in 
supporting roles.

Warner Bros. Pictures began 
developing a film adaptation 
shortly after Doctor Sleep was 
published in 2013. Writer-pro-
ducer Akiva Goldsman wrote 
a script, but the studio did not 
secure a budget for the film un-
til the box-office success of its 
2017 horror film It, also based 
on a novel by King. Flanagan 
was hired to rewrite Goldsman’s 
script and direct the film. Flana-
gan said that the film would try 
and reconcile the differences 
between The Shining novel and 
film. Filming began in Septem-
ber 2018 in the state of Georgia, 
including Atlanta and the sur-

rounding area, and concluded 
in December 2018.

Warner Bros. released Doctor 
Sleep in international territo-
ries starting October 31, 2019, 
and will release the film in the 
United States on November 
8, 2019. The film has received 
generally positive reviews from 
critics, praising McGregor and 
Ferguson’s performances, as 
well as the directing, writing 
and screenplay, although the 
faithfulness to the novel and the 
the 1980 film received a mixed 
response.

In the United States and Cana-
da, Doctor Sleep will be released 
alongside Midway, Playing with 

Fire and Last Christmas, and is 
projected to gross $25–30 mil-
lion from 3,800 theatres in its 
opening weekend. BoxOffice 
wrote, “Early social and trailer 
trends are indicative of a poten-
tial box office hit should reviews 
and audience reception prove 
favourable,” but added, “Doctor 
Sleep’s primary barrier to break-
out status could be how reliant it 
is on younger audience familiar-
ity with the source Stephen King 
novels and/or The Shining. That 
crowd has proven to be a big 
element in the breakout nature 
of recent horror hits.”

On review aggregator website 
Rotten Tomatoes, the film holds 
an approval rating of 74% based 
on 123 reviews with an average 
rating of 7.01/10. The website’s 
critics consensus reads, “Doctor 
Sleep forsakes the elemental ter-
ror of its predecessor for a more 
contemplative sequel that bal-
ances poignant themes against 
spine-tingling chills.”

Metacritic assigned the film 
a weighted average score of 60 
out of 100, based on 30 critics, 
indicating “mixed or average 
reviews”.
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Drafting is seeking an 
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DON’T MISS IT

Doctor Sleep attempts 
to please both Stephen 
King and fans of Stan-

ley Kubrick’s movie

A scene from ‘Doctor Sleep’


