
Paris

Cristiano Ronaldo looks set to match 
his great rival Lionel Messi on 

Thursday by claiming a fifth Ballon d’Or 
as recognition for leading Real Madrid 
to a La Liga and Champions League 
double last season.

Barcelona’s 30-year-old Argentinian 
superstar won the coveted award from 
2009 to 2012 and in 2015. Portugal’s 
Ronaldo, who is 32, took the honours in 
2008, 2013, 2014 and last year.

The man who came to maturity 
under the watchful eye of 
ex-Manchester United coach Alex 
Ferguson clinched his fourth 
Ballon d’Or after an unforgettable 
season, first spearheading Real 
to the Champions League title 
before also leading his homeland 
to Euro 2016 glory in Paris.

The France Football 
magazine award is 
decided upon by a 
journalists ballot 
(with 173 voting 
in 2016) with 
each naming a 
top five from a 
list of 30.

B r i t i s h 
b o o k m a k e r s 
have stopped 
taking bets 
on Ronaldo, 
who is a 
c r a m p e d 
10/1 on 
favourite 

to win, with Messi, trophy-less last 
season, at 6/1.

Behind this pair the bookies round 
out their own top five with Paris Saint-

Germain’s gifted Brazilian forward 
Neymar, the veteran Juventus 

goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 
and the prolific England 
centre-forward Harry Kane 
all at 33-1.

The 2016-2017 season was 
in a way just as glorious for 
Ronaldo, who started the 
season slowly before Real 
shaded Barcelona to the 
domestic title and then 
became the first side 
in the modern era to 
defend their European 
crown.

After seeing off 
Napoli, Bayern 
Munich and 
Atletico Madrid 
in the knock-out 
rounds Ronaldo 
scored twice in a 4-1 
win over Juventus 
in the final, taking 
his tally to 12 goals 
in the competition 
that season.

“Last season was 
exceptional. We won 
the league and the 
Champions League,” 
Ronaldo told French 
daily L’Equipe. 
(sport24)
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Bayern Munich
see off PSG

Munich

Bayern Munich cap off the 
UCL group stage with a win at 

home. After an abysmal showing 
in Paris a few months back in, the 
German club finished with their 
chins up. Jupp Heynckes was not 
without complications in terms of 
squad selection, however.

The home sides injury list 
continued to mount early. Arjen 
Robben, Manuel Neuer and Thiago 
are among the key absentees. 
Despite some hiccups, Bayern 
put in a refreshingly disciplined 
performance against a powerful 
emerging club.

PSG brought their big guns 
to the Allianz Arena, but Bayern 
Munich were up to the task and 
ground out a solid 3-1 victory.

Given the fairly lackadaisical 
defensive lapses from previous 
games in Champions League and 
Bundesliga play, it was a bit of 
a surprise seeing the Bavarians 
this structured against PSG’s 
imposing attacking trio. Bayern 
did particularly well staying 
defensively cohesive as a unit, and 
then relentlessly pressing the PSG 
midfield and defence whenever 
they sensed the slightest hint of 
insecurity.

They were patient and picked 
their chances to pressure PSG 
off the ball. With that, chances 
gradually came. They 
were rewarded quite 
early. Less than 10 
minutes in, Robert 
Lewandowski broke 
the deadlock. Franck 

Ribery — in his recent return 
— found a break down the left, 
setting James Rodriguez loose. The 
Colombian whipped in a cross 
that was headed down by Kingsley 
Coman to Lewandowski.

The Polish striker made no 
mistake from his onside position, 
controlled the ball, turned and 
finally slid it into the bottom 
right corner. Just like that, Bayern 
were in a surprisingly positive 
position very early on. And 
the rewards wouldn’t end 
there.

Later into the half, James 
was an inspiration yet 
again. His form has been 
great, and it showed again 
here. Finding himself with 
room on the left-flank, he 
looped in an immaculate 
cross right to the head of 
Corentin Tolisso. The 
Frenchman hammered 
home the header into 
the bottom left corner 
to send Bayern into 
halftime 2-0 up.

The first-half 
ended with PSG 
naturally pushing 
hard to pull one 
back before the 
break. This carried 
over quickly into 
the second-half. 
The home 

side was too comfortable in the 
early minutes of the second 45, and 
PSG clawed one back via Kylian 
Mbappe’s head.

Bayern Munich let up with a lazy 
piece of defence in the penalty box. 
Sebastian Rudy was easily caught 
ball watching and let Mbappe 

freely slip in to meet 
a great chipped 

pass from 
E d i n s o n 
C a v a n i . 
T h e 
F r e n c h 
rising star 

p r o m p t l y 
nodded home 

the header to 
put PSG back in 

the game. 
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EUROPE VS SOUTH AMERICA
Titles since 1960, including Intercontinental Cup

Other:
GER 4
NED 3
POR 2
ENG 2
YUG 1

Other:
PAR 1

Club World Cup: European
teams have won nine of

13 titles since 2000

Champions League
winners:
Aiming for third title

Copa Libertadores
winners:

Tournament debut

Luan Vieira
Gremio

Cristiano Ronaldo
Real Madrid

Argentina 9

Uruguay
6

Uruguay
6

Brazil
10

Italy
9

Spain 9

Champions League winners Real Madrid aim
to become the first team to defend the FIFA Club
World Cup title, as six continental champions, plus
a team from the United Arab Emirates, will battle it
out to be crowned Champion of Champions

MATCH SCHEDULE Venue
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Dec 6
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 12
Dec 12
Dec 13
Dec 16

Real Madrid
Gremio
Urawa Red Diamonds
Wydad Casablanca
Pachuca
Auckland City
Al Jazira Club

Spain
Brazil
Japan
Morocco
Mexico
New Zealand
United Arab Emirates (host)

Al Jazira
Pachuca
Winner 1
5th-6th place play-off
Gremio
Winner 3
3rd-4th place play-off

-
-
-

-
-

Auckland City
Wydad Casablanca
Urawa Reds

Winner 2
Real Madrid

Al Ain
Abu Dhabi
Abu Dhabi

Al Ain
Al Ain

Abu Dhabi
Abu Dhabi

Dec 16 Winner 5 - Winner 6 Abu Dhabi

Moyes to target P. League experience
London

West Ham manager David 
Moyes is expected to target 

players with Premier League 
experience as he seeks to guide the 
club away from the relegation zone.

On Tuesday, the Hammers said 
a dispute with Sporting Lisbon over 
their pursuit of William Carvalho 
had been resolved.

But Moyes, who succeeded Slaven 
Bilic last month, is not thought to 
want the Portugal midfielder in 
January. West Ham have spent only 
three of the past 25 seasons outside 
the top flight but are 19th in the 
table on 10 points.

Moyes, who has been assured he 
has money to spend during next 
month’s transfer window, has 
overseen three defeats and a draw in 
his four games in charge.

While another move for 
Carvalho is not being ruled out, it is 
understood Moyes feels knowledge 
of English football is key if signings 
are to have an immediate impact.

Sporting said they were going to 
report the Hammers to Fifa for an 
illegal pursuit of the 25-year-old 
midfielder in the summer.

The Portuguese club also made 
personal comments about West 
Ham owners David Sullivan and 
David Gold. (BBC)

C. Ronaldo set to equal 
Messi with 5th Ballon d’Or

(bayernstrikes)

Bayern Munich’s Corentin Tolisso celebrates 

David Moyes (file pic)


