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Ahdeya Ahmed

Bahrain yesterday joined the United 
Nations in its campaign called 16 days 

of activism against gender based violence 
that started on November 25 and ends on 
December 10.

In 72 hours the campaign ends and we as 
a country hosted this campaign under the 
roof of the Supreme Council for Woman, 
an entity whose President is the Kingdoms 
First Lady, Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sabeeka bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa, wife of 
HM the King

Under this roof we gathered to put our 
hands in the hand of the United Nations 
and promote a campaign to fight violence 
against women.

As a woman I wasn’t just proud of the 
fact that Bahrain always collaborates with 
international organizations to promote 
peace and stability but does so on different 
levels including issues related to the 
protection of human rights.

Yesterday SCW Secretary General Hala 
Al Ansari briefed UN officials about what 
is being done here in Bahrain to protect 
women against violence.

And what is being done is amazing and if 
we as woman accept to be abused, then this 
stems from personal weakness in a country 
where our laws do protect us.

Unfortunately, in our societies it has 
become a taboo to speak about being abused 
or subjected to violence and discrimination.

In many cases some women who are 
harassed even at work places refuse to 
escalate the issue out of fear of being 
accused of causing the incident that had 
occurred.

I guess it will take many years for women 
to start speaking up.We hear stories every 
day and I myself heard one about how a 
young girl was molested as a child and 
feared to speak out because the person who 
molested her was a member of her own 
family, an uncle.

Unfortunately, laws are there and no 
woman whose life is threatened by an 
abusive husband will be sent home if she 
complains but many women prefer to 
keep quiet and we have seen years ago an 
incident where a woman was stabbed to 
death by a violent husband.

It happens in all cultures, all societies.
Now let me go back to the event 

yesterday where at the SCW premises in 
Riffa, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, UN 
Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of UN Women spoke about how 
the 6 days campaign to end violence against 
women and how sexual violence in private 
almost always ends up as one person’s 
word against another, if that word is ever 
spoken. Even sexual violence in public has 
been impossible to call out when society 
does not view rape as a male crime but as a 
woman’s failing, and views that woman as 

dispensable. 
“We are seeing the ugly face of violence 

brought out into the light: the abuses of 
power that repress reporting and diminish 
the facts, and that exclude or crush 
opposition. “

Yesterday in Bahrain she spoke about 
how everyone has the right to live their life 
without the threat of violence, no matter 
what their gender, age, race, religion, 
ethnicity or caste, and irrespective of their 
income level, sexual orientation, HIV 
status, citizenship, where they live, or any 
other characteristic of their identity. 

Her statement was so empowering and 
what I hope we can do in our country 
is encourage our woman to speak out. 
Abuse isn’t necessarily just physical but 
could be emotional too and women should 
have the courage to complain about their 
superiors if they are harassed and not fear 
any consequences. They should even speak 
out if discriminated against. Of course 
this doesn’t mean to use this as a tool and 
incriminate male colleagues in order to 
achieve personal gains because in many 
cases if the issue is not dealt with well, men 
could also become victims.

The government, the legislative 
authority and NGOs have succeeded in 
Bahrain to pass laws that protect children 
and women’s and violence against women 
and girls is not inevitable but there are 
laws that protect us.

What we need to do as NGOs is to 
monitor issues that end up in our courts or 
police stations. NGOs should have a more 
active role. Abusive men would understand 
that it is not just the Interior Ministry 
and police stations that will hold them 
accountable for their actions but the whole 
society would. Instead of just raising very 
powerful slogans, get seriously involved and 
bring an end to violence against women.

In the UK, when a woman screamed 
because her husband was violent and 
beating her up, he got arrested and was 
imprisoned until she decided to drop the 
case and signed that she would be held 
responsible if anything happened to her.

We need that here.
Any signs of children and women being 

abused should be taken seriously. Teachers 
have a huge responsibility and can, if 
trained, tell if a girl is abused or not.

The Education Ministry for instance 
should get teachers and counselors 
involved in extensive training programmes 
that enable them to tell if a girl is abused. 
Maybe even add topics in our curricula 
that combat stereotyping and as much as 
they empower women, they also make our 
boys in the schools aware of what a woman 
should mean to them, how she should be 
treated and how she is equal to him

These boys become future men.

Under its roof…SCW joins hands with the UN 
in its 16 days of activism against gender based 

violence campaign
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Bahrain’s  women 
empowerment efforts got a 

huge boost yesterday with the 
opening of the Kingdom’s first 
UN Women Programme Office 
at the United Nations House, 
Manama.

“Today is a historic day for 
Bahraini women; not only did 
we celebrate Bahraini women’s 
day last week but we opened 
the UN Women Programme 
Co-ordination Office, which is 
a huge milestone in its own,” 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, 
Under-Secretary-General and 
UN Women Executive Director 
told DT News after inaugurating 
the representative office. 

The opening of the 
representative office follows the 
signing of the memorandum 
between the UN Women 
and the Supreme Council for 
Women. 

Hala Al Ansari, Secretary-
General of the Supreme 
Council for Women, Shaikha 
Rana Isa Duaij AlKhalifa, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Amin 
El Sharkawi, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator and 
UNDP Resident Representative 
were present at the launch. 

The office will oversee HRH 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa Global Award 
for Women Empowerment 
launched, last march, in New 
York.

Pledging to work towards 
ending violence against women, 

Mlabo-Ngcuka said: “We had 
been working here for the past 
years, but now we have formally 
launched our work within our 
office.” “We are focusing on 
gender-responsive budgeting 
and most importantly ending 
violence against women.”  

She made clear that the UN 
office will take an active role 
in supporting the government 
of Bahrain as part of a UN 
plan focusing on women’s 
economic empowerment. “We 
are focusing on main streaming 
gender with a focal point on 
every Ministry.”

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
also pointed out that the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs has been 
working for the past couple of 
years to get membership in both 
the Commission on the Status 
Of Women and the UN Women 
Executive Board. “Presently, 
we are members for two years 
from 2017 to 2019 for the UN 
Women Executive Board and 
members of the CSW from the 
years of 2017 up until 2021.”

“This came after the elections 
that were held just last year 
where its the first time that the 
Kingdom becomes a member 
and gets these nominations on 
these profile positions,” she 
added. 

When asked about the 
significance of the launch, Hala 
Al-Ansari told DT News that 
the office will support national 
efforts to make Bahrain a global 
centre for women’s support 
and provide more platforms for 
cooperation with international 

experts on women’s issues.
The move, Hala Al-Ansari 

said, reaffirms the “success 
of the Supreme Council 
for Women’s efforts under 
the leadership of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of the 
King of Bahrain.”

“Bahrain has done a lot for 
women in the country and I  
believe that this exchange of 
experiences and dialogue will 
set Bahrain as an example for 
other countries and would 
further provide the Kingdom 
good platform to work on,” 
Dr Shaikha Rana Isa Duaij Al 
Khalifa, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs told 
DT News.

Commenting on the launch, 
Amin El Sharkawi, United 
Nations Resident Coordinator 
and UNDP Resident 
Representative said, “It is an 
honour to be part of the UN 
Women’s Programme Office 
in Bahrain as this occasion 
is a recognition of Bahrain 
efforts and achievements in 
the advancement of women 
empowerment.”

El Sharkawi added: “The 
UN Women is one of 16 UN 
agencies that joined this effort 
to support Bahrain attaining 
its development objectives and 
the SDGs 2030. Moreover, the 
United Nation office is looking 
forward to working together as 
a UN partner in many different 
and interesting projects to 
support and empower Bahraini 
women in the Kingdom.”

Bahrain takes a 
big leap in women 

empowerment
UN Women Programme office opens in Manama 
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Officials during a group photo session at the 
United Nation Women’s Programme office


