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Haras Al Mamlaka 1, a 
counter-terrorism exercise 

held jointly by Bahrain with the 
United Kingdom, France and 
the United States to reinforce 
joint military and security work 
concluded yesterday at Seef Mall 
with His Highness Major Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
announcing readiness to continue 
such efforts. 

“As the Commander of the 
Exercise, the technical aspect 
wasn’t a major concern to me, 
but coordination was my focus. 
By the grace of God coordination 
and communication were smooth 
between the forces and this was 
essential,” said Shaikh Khalid, 
Commander of the Royal Guards 
Special Force and Commander 
of the Joint Counter-terrorism 
Exercise “Haras Al Mamlaka 1”

Shaikh Khalid further said that 
if the Counter-terrorism Centre 
would be approved, “it would be a 
continuation of the joint exercise 
between all sectors”. 

“There would be two annual 
exercises, one large at commercial 
malls, schools or hospitals and the 
second one would be smaller.”

The exercise, attended by 
His Highness Brigadier Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
Commander of the Royal Guard, 
started on Tuesday evening 
and concluded on Wednesday 
morning with the participation of 
forces from the Bahrain Defence 
Force, the Ministry of Interior 
and the National Guard.

HH Brigadier Shaikh Nasser 
said that the achievements of the 
first of its kind Exercise were 
remarkable.  “The training took 
around six months to assemble 
forces and unify concepts, and 
this contributed to carrying the 
Exercise with professionalism.”

HH revealed that the idea of 
the Exercise was inspired by the 
directives of HM the King. “We 
are facing all forms of terrorism, 
so it is essential to unify concepts, 
communication, commanding 
and control methods in Bahrain 
Defence Force, the Ministry of 
Interior and the National Guard. 

This is part of our duty, as long 
as we have the capability and 
energy.”

He said that the reports of 
the observers who arrived from 
various countries would be 
sought to reinforce competency 
that was shown in the Haras Al 
Mamlaka 1.

HH Major Shaikh Khalid 
hailed the support of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
the Supreme Commander and 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

“Kingdom of Bahrain strives 
to benefit from the expertise 
of those countries, such as the 
US, UK and France and set 
legislation and legal procedures 
that meet international standards 
and human rights in managing 
counter-terrorism,” said Shaikh 
Khalid. 

Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Operations of the Bahrain 
Defence Force, Major-General 
Ghanim Ibrahim Al Fadhala 
highlighted that the Exercise 
affirmed ongoing coordination 
and cooperation between 
military and security authorities. 
He added that the Exercise 
stimulated reality as it was at a 
mall with people and shops. “It 
was an excellent opportunity for 
the forces to cooperation and 
implement the skills they learned 
through training.”

The Chief of the Public Security, 
Major-General Tariq Al Hassan 
congratulated all those involved 
in the Exercise. He said that many 
countries were affected and there 
is a need for the forces to be 
ready and capable of working in 
harsh environments. He added 
that the exercise focused on large 
commercial malls that need a 
huge number of forces to control 
the situation. 

National Guard’s Staff Director 
Major-General Shaikh Abdulaziz 
bin Saud Al Khalifa congratulated 
HH Brigadier Shaikh Nasser and 
HH Major Shaikh Khalid for the 
major achievement that draws a 
clear counter-terrorism strategy.
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Trump’s move sparks warnings from leaders
Washington

Leaders from all over the 
world have warned US 

President Donald Trump that 
his decision to move American 
Embassy could have dangerous 
repercussions. 

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
warned US President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday, in a 
phone conversation, that it 
will “inflame” the Muslim  
world.

“Such a dangerous step is 
likely to inflame the passions of 
Muslims around the world due 
to the great status of Jerusalem 
and the Al-Aqsa Mosque,” he 
told Trump, according to the 
official Saudi Press Agency.

The king told the US 
president “that any American 
announcement regarding the 
situation of Jerusalem prior 
to reaching a permanent 
settlement will harm peace 
talks and increase tensions 
in the area,” the statement  
added.

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sissi also expressed 
similar concerns on the issue. 
Sissi’s spokesperson Bassam 
Radhi said Egypt’s leader told 
Trump the Egyptian position is 
“to maintain the legal status of 
Jerusalem in the framework of 
international… decisions.”

The Palestinians have said 
Trump’s move would mean the 

“kiss of death” to the two-state 
solution.

“He is declaring war in the 
Middle East, he is declaring 
war against 1.5 billion Muslims 
(and) hundreds of millions of 
Christians that are not going 
to accept the holy shrines to be 
totally under the hegemony of 
Israel,” Manuel Hassassian, the 
chief Palestinian representative 
to Britain, told BBC radio.

The Jordanian king 
“affirmed that the decision 
will have serious implications 
that will undermine efforts 
to resume the peace process 
and will provoke Muslims 
and Christians alike,” said a 
statement from his office.

Official statements from 
the Palestinian Authority and 
Jordan confirmed that Abbas 
and King Abdullah were told 
of Trump’s intention to move 
the embassy, while the Saudi 
reports did not say so explicitly.

Pope Francis called for 
Jerusalem’s “status quo” to be 
respected, saying new tension 
in the Middle East would 
further inflame world conflicts. 
China and Russia expressed 
concern that the plans could 
aggravate regional hostilities. 

The UN special envoy for 
the Middle East, Nickolay 
Mladenov, urged caution, 
saying: “The future of Jerusalem 
is something that needs to be 

negotiated with Israel, with the 
Palestinians, sitting side by side 
directly in negotiations.”

The UK response was at the 
milder end of the spectrum. 
The British prime minister, 
Theresa May, said she would 
speak to Trump about the status 
of Jerusalem, which she said 
should be determined as part of 
a settlement between Israel and 
the Palestinians. Boris Johnson, 
the British foreign secretary, 
said he was concerned by the 
imminent announcement, but 
said it was important to wait 
for the details of the president’s 
statement.

Germany and France warned 
its citizens in Israel and the 

Palestinian Territories of the 
risk of unrest.

Earlier, Turkey’s president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned 
his country could sever ties 
with Israel if the US recognised 
Jerusalem as its capital.

Since 1967, Israel has 
built a dozen settlements, 
home to about 200,000 Jews, 
in East Jerusalem. These are 
considered illegal under 
international law, though Israel 
disputes this.

The US recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
now reinforces Israel’s position 
that settlements in the east 
are valid Israeli communities. 
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