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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.4795 0.3729 0.3341

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.2158 0.2824 0.2530

OMAN 0.3849 0.3891 0.3807 0.3411

QATAR 3.6420 3.6821 3.6024 3.2276

UAE 3.6730 3.7134 3.6330 3.2551

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7913 3.7092 3.3233

AUSTRALIA 0.2875 0.2850
BANGLADESH 0.00487 0.00479
CANADA 0.2903 0.2872
DENMARK 0.0577 
EGYPT 0.0361 0.0434
EURO 0.4124 0.4103
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00630 0.00567
INDONESIA 0.00003016 0.00002886
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000294 
JAPAN 0.003470 0.003400
JORDAN 0.5365 0.5351
KOREA 0.00037231 
KUWAIT 1.2580 1.249
MALAYSIA 0.087100 0.0869
NEW ZEALAND 0.2730 0.2716
NORWAY 0.0473 
NEPAL 0.00368 0.00348
OMAN 0.97962 0.98262
PAKISTAN 0.00365 0.00360
PHILIPPINES 0.00789 0.00762
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10061 0.27350
SINGAPORE 0.2701 0.2681
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02930 0.02920
SRI LANKA 0.00273 0.00255
SWEDISH 0.0444 
SWITZERLAND 0.3820 0.3794
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0017
TAIWAN 0.012300 
THAILAND 0.010800 0.010790
TURKEY 0.1161 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.4892 0.4562
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102800 0.102810
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37800 0.37805
YUAN 0.058500 0.0585

Manama 

Bahrain continues to stand 
out in the area of Islamic 

finance development bagging 
top ranks in the GCC and 
Mena regions. 

This is based on the 
Islamic Finance Development 
Indicators (IFDI) which 
is an annual barometer 
that represents the overall 
development of the Islamic 
finance industry worldwide.

According to the 
report, Bahrain leads the GCC’s 
Islamic finance development 
for the fourth consecutive year.

The report is jointly 
produced by Thomson Reuters 
and the Islamic Corporation for 
the Development of the Private 
Sector (ICD), the private 
sector development arm of the 
Islamic Development Bank  
(IDB). 

The report measures five 
key components that combine 
to depict the overall picture of 
the state of Islamic finance in a 
market – namely Quantitative 
Development, Knowledge, 
Governance, Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) and 
Awareness.

According to the IFDI, 
Bahrain is ranked first in the 
GCC and MENA regions, and 
second only to Malaysia out of 
124 countries that contribute 
to the US$2 trillion Islamic 
finance industry.

Strong governance 
IFDI continues to rank 

Bahrain first globally in 
terms of Governance based 
on regulatory environment 
and governance mechanisms. 
The regulations cover 
Islamic financial institutions 

including Islamic asset 
management and Sukuk. 
Bahrain also has the most 
effective Shari’ah governance 
measures as indicated by 
its top ranking in Shari’ah 

Governance sub-indicator. 

Solid performance 
According to IFDI, Bahrain is 
among the top ten countries 
for the other indicators 
as well. For the Knowledge 
indicator, its Islamic finance 
ecosystem is supported by 
17 providers offering Islamic 
finance related education 
including universities and  
institutions. 

Bahrain hosted 20 Islamic 
finance related events in 2015, 
the report points out while 
that adding that the industry 
was covered by 1,582 exclusive 
news articles. 

Bahrain on top

“The key factors in Bahrain’s success are regu-
latory clarity, government support for Islamic 
finance and the presence of support institu-
tions such as AAOIFI, IIFM, IIRA, CIBAFI and the 
Waqf Fund. Bahrain has an ecosystem that 
works. Our consistent high ranking in the IFDI 
report is a testament to this” 

Khalid Hamad, 
Executive Director Banking Supervision at the 

CBB and the Chairman of the Waqf Fund.

ASRY chairman Shaikh Duaij bin Salman 
Al Khalifa yesterday inspected the com-
pany’s safety measures as part of an ongo-
ing Safety improvements programme. The 
Chairman was accompanied by Acting 
Chief Executive Officer, Magdy Mustafa, 
Security Manager, Abdulla Al Muraikhi, and 
Safety Consultant, Mahmood Abdul Aziz. 
Following the tour which included all com-
pany workshops, Shaikh Duaij, said, “The 
company is fully determined that previous 
safety lapses must never be repeated, and 
only through constant and perpetual train-
ing and vigilance will the overall safety 
culture continue to improve.”
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A new law comes into force 
in Scotland on Monday 

banning smoking in cars when 
children are present, as part of the 
government’s plans for a “tobacco-
free generation”.

Under the law smokers face a 
£100 ($127, 119 euros) on-the-
spot fine if caught lighting up in a 
private vehicle where under-18s are 
present. The penalty increases up to 
£1,000 if a case goes to court. 

Ma r i j u a n a - f r i e n d l y 
Uruguay will soon have 

a museum dedicated to pot.

“It is a way to connect people 
who love nature, art and 

science,” said the director of 
the museum, Eduardo Blasina. 

The museum, opening 
Friday in Montevideo, will 
help people learn more about 
one of the world’s oldest 
crops, Blasina said.
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of 2,000-year-old 
teeth unearthed 
from an Italian graveyard has 
offered hard evidence that 
malaria existed during the 
Roman Empire, researchers 
said Monday.

The findings are based on 
mitochondrial DNA -- genetic 
material inherited from 
one’s mother -- extracted 
from teeth belonging to 58 
adults and 10 children at 
three imperial-period Italian 

cemeteries, their report in the 
journal Current Biology said.

Two of the adults in the 
cemeteries, which date to 
the 1st and 3rd centuries, 
were found to have genomic 
evidence of malaria.

Specifically, it was the kind 
that today causes disease 

from the parasite 
P l a s m o d i u m 
falciparum.

“There is extensive written 
evidence describing fevers 
that sound like malaria in 
ancient Greece and Rome, but 
the specific malaria species 
responsible is unknown,” 
said Stephanie Marciniak 
of Pennsylvania State 
University.

“Our data confirm 
that the species was likely 
Plasmodium falciparum, 
and that it affected people 

in different ecological and 
cultural environments.”

Malaria currently kills 
nearly 450,000 people every 
year, the majority of 
them children 
under the 
age of 
five.

Researchers still do not 
know much about malaria in 
the Roman Empire, including 

whether it was a native 
disease or sporadically 
imported.

The first DNA 
evidence of 
malaria in ancient 
Rome was 
detected in 2001 

in the 

skeleton of a child estimated 
to be 1,500 years old.

The latest study suggests 
malaria was more widespread 
than previously known.

“Malaria was likely a 
significant historical pathogen 
that caused widespread death 
in ancient Rome,” said study 
author Hendrik Poinar, 
director of McMaster’s 
University Ancient DNA 

Centre. (AFP)

Malaria 
in Roman

Empire?

Magic-mushroom boosts cancer patients’ mindset
Miami

Cancer patients often 
experience mental anguish 

and stress, but a single dose 
of a hallucinogen found in 
psychedelic mushrooms, along 
with psychological counseling, 
improved their mindset, two 
studies said Thursday.

The approach “significantly 
lessens mental anguish in 
distressed cancer patients 
for months at a time,” said 
the findings in the Journal of 
Psychopharmacology.

The first study, led by 
researchers at New York 
University’s Langone  Medical 
Center, involved 29 people 
who were given psilocybin, 

a naturally occurring 
component of so-called “magic 
mushrooms” that is an illegal 
drug in the United States.

All the people in the 
study had advanced cancers, 
whether involving the breasts, 
gastrointestinal tract or blood.

They had also been 
diagnosed as suffering from 
serious psychological distress 
related to their disease.

After their treatment, 80 
percent experienced lasting 
relief from their distress for 
more than six months.

A similar study by 
researchers at Johns Hopkins 
University involving 51 
patients also showed big 

improvements in anxiety and 
depression. Most patients said 
their quality of life improved, 

and they had more energy, 
better relationships with family 
members and were doing well 

at work.
“Several also reported 

variations of spirituality, 
unusual peacefulness, 
and increased feelings of 
altruism,” said NYU Langone 
in a statement. “Our results 
represent the strongest evidence 
to date of a clinical benefit 
from psilocybin therapy, with 
the potential to transform 
care for patients with cancer-
related psychological distress,” 
said lead investigator Stephen 
Ross, director of substance-
abuse services in psychiatry 
department at NYU Langone.

“If larger clinical trials prove 
successful, then we could 
ultimately have available a 

safe, effective, and inexpensive 
medication -- dispensed under 
strict control -- to alleviate the 
distress that increases suicide 
rates among cancer patients.”

Participants experienced 
no major side effects such as 
hospitalization or more serious 
mental health conditions.

Researchers believe that 
psilocybin activates parts of the 
brain that are influenced by 
serotonin, a chemical thought 
to play a role in mood and 
anxiety.   Experts warned 
that some people should not 
be considered candidates for 
psilocybin therapy, including 
adolescents and those with 
schizophrenia. (AFP)
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Egypt says 
international 
organs trade 
network arrested

Cairo

Egyptian authorities 
announced yesterday the 

arrest of 25 members of an 
international network allegedly 
trafficking in human organs, 
including university professors 
and doctors.

“Today at dawn, the largest 
international network for 
trading human organs has 
been captured,” the country’s 
Administrative Control 
Authority said in a statement 
on its website.

The network “is made up 
of Egyptians and Arabs taking 
advantage of some of the 
citizens’ difficult economic 
conditions so that they buy 
their human organs and sell 
it for large sums of money,” 
it said.The authority, which 
is responsible for tracking 
corruption cases in state 
institutions, said 25 people 
were arrested including 
university professors, doctors, 
medical workers, owners of 
medical centres, intermediaries 
and brokers. They were found 
in possession of “millions of 
dollars and gold bullion”, it 
said. (AFP)
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