
Malaysia reach Suzuki Cup final
AFP | Bangkok, Thailand  

Malaysia moved into the final of 
the 2018 AFF Suzuki Cup yes-

terday in dramatic fashion, eliminat-
ing defending champions Thailand 
courtesy of away goals after drawing 
the second leg of the semifinal in 
Bangkok 2-2.

Four days after a first-leg goalless 
draw in Kuala Lumpur, a 95th minute 
penalty miss from Thailand striker 
Adisak Kraisorn ensured that Nor-
shahrul Idlan Talaha’s second-half 
strike was enough to end Thailand’s 
hopes of a third successive Southeast 
Asian title.

It was a tense night at the Raja-

mangala Stadium but the majority 
of the 40,000 fans were celebrating 
as Thailand broke the deadlock after 
21 minutes in somewhat fortuitous 
circumstances.

Goalkeeper Farizal Marlias saved 
Thitipan Puangchan’s header but his 
clearance bounced off defender Irfan 
Zakaria and rolled into the net.

The away supporters were soon 
celebrating as Malaysia drew level 
before the half-hour.

Syahmi Safari was given space out-
side the area and the 20-year-old 
back found the top corner with a 
looping drive to record his first in-
ternational goal.

Three minutes after the hour, the 
home fans were in full voice once 
again. A left-sided free-kick caused 
havoc in the Malaysian area and 
Pansa Hemviboon was there to head 
home from close range.

Chelsea’s Hazard 
must decide over new 
contract: Sarri
AFP | London

Belgian playmaker Eden Hazard 
must make up his mind whether 

he wishes to commit to Chelsea and 
extend his contract worth a rumoured 
£350,000 ($450,000) a week, the club’s 
manager Maurizio Sarri said.

The 27-year-old -- whose pres-
ent deal runs till June 2020 -- was 
linked with a move to Real Ma-
drid after a stunning World Cup 
in which he inspired Belgium to 
their best ever finish of third.

However, Sarri said Chel-
sea’s offer was on the table 
and now the ball lay in Haz-
ard’s court.         

Hazard, who joined 
Chelsea for £32 
million from Ligue 1 
outfit Lille in 2012, 
has spoken often 
about the dilemma 
he faces in re-signing for the Blues or 
taking his chances at Real.  

“The club is available to sign a new 
contract immediately, but it’s up to him 
if he wants to renew or not,” said Sarri.

“I want Eden here, of course, but I 
want him here if he wants to stay here.”

The risk Chelsea run is if no contract 
extension is agreed by next summer, 
Hazard may be sold or else the club 
would risk losing him for nothing at 
the end of the 2019-20 season.

“I know very well that there are dis-
cussions between the club and the 
manager of Eden every week, I think, 
so if there is something new, the club 
will call me immediately.”

Spanish international Cesar Az-
pilicueta, one of the longest-serving 
players at Chelsea, signed a new 
four-year contract on Tuesday.

But apart from Hazard, Sarri also 
risks losing veterans David Luiz and 
Cesc Fabregas.

Their contracts are up at the 
end of the campaign and they 
are locked in a standoff 
over the length of the 
new deals being  
offered.
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8
goals have been scored 

by Thailand’s Adisak 
Kraisorn in AFF Suzuki 
Cup to become the top 

scorer

New Zealand face uphill battle 
Azhar Ali and Asad Shafiq hit hundreds as Pakistan built lead over the Kiwis 

• William Somerville, 
Ajaz Patel restrict 
Pakistan lead to 74

• New Zealand trail 
by 48 runs with 8 
wickets remaining

AFP | Abu Dhabi

Azhar Ali and Asad Shafiq 
hit centuries to leave Pa-
kistan in command of the 

third and final Test against New 
Zealand in Abu Dhabi despite a 
batting collapse that curtailed 
their first-innings lead.

Azhar hit an attractive 134 
for his 15th Test hundred while 
Shafiq scored 104, but debutant 
New Zealand off-spinner Will 
Somerville took four wickets to 
restrict Pakistan to 348 all out.

Pakistan appeared set to build 
a huge lead before collapsing 
from 286-3 to lose their final 
seven wickets for the addition 
of just 62 runs.

The 34-year-old Somerville 

finished with 4-75 while left-
arm spinner Ajaz Patel took 
2-100 and pace spearhead Trent 
Boult chipped in with 2-66.

That gave Pakistan a 74-run 
lead -- the same they got in the 
first Test at the same venue be-
fore losing by four runs.

New Zealand were then re-
duced to 26-2 at stumps with 
Kane Williamson unbeaten on 14 
and nightwatchman Somerville 
on one not out to leave them 
trailing by 48 runs with eight 
wickets intact.

Paceman Shaheen Shah Afridi 
trapped Jeet Raval for nought 
while leg-spinner Yasir Shah had 
Tom Latham caught for ten, his 
199th wicket in Tests.

Yasir needs just one more 
wicket to become the fastest to 
200 wickets, in his 33rd Test, a 
record currently held by Aus-
tralian leg-spinner Clarrie Grim-
mett who reached the milestone 
in 36 Tests, 82 years ago.

Azhar and Shafiq put on 201 
for the fourth wicket, but once 
they were dismissed only Sarfraz 
Ahmed (25) and Babar Azam 
(14) offered some resistance.

Azhar edged medium pacer 
Colin de Grandhomme through 
the slips to complete his first 
century since May 2017 against 
the West Indies in Dominica 
- and his first hundred against 
New Zealand.

He took 210 balls to reach the 
three-figure mark, before being 
caught sweeping off Somerville, 
just before tea.

Shafiq brought up his 12th 
Test ton with a sharp single off 
Somerville before falling leg-be-
fore to Patel to a straight deliv-
ery.

Somerville then had Azam and 
Hasan Ali (nought) bowled and 
wrapped up the innings by get-
ting Sarfraz caught at mid-wick-
et. 

Earlier, Azhar and Shafiq frus-
trated New Zealand’s search for 
early wickets as they took Paki-
stan to 224-3 at lunch.

New Zealand skipper Wil-
liamson took the second new 
ball in the 81st over with Paki-
stan comfortably placed at 213-3, 
but the bowlers struggled to ex-
tract much life from a flat pitch 
at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium.

Pakistan levelled the series 
with an innings and 16-run win 
in the second Test in Dubai.

Pakistani batsman Asad Shafiq (R) plays a shot as New Zealand wicketkeeper BJ 
Watling looks on

New Zealand 1st innings 274
Pakistan 1st innings 
Imam-ul-Haq c Southee b Boult         9 
Hafeez c Southee b Boult     0
Azhar Ali c Patel b Somerville            134
Haris Sohail c Watling b Southee    34
Asad Shafiq lbw b Patel                        104
Babar Azam b Somerville              14
Sarfraz Ahmed c Raval b Somerville   25
Bilal Asif c Taylor b Patel          11
Yasir Shah run out                    1
Hasan Ali b Somerville                0
Shaheen Shah Afridi not out           0
Extras 16 (b 6, lb 9, nb 1)          16
Total: (all out; 135 overs)                      348
Bowling: Southee 25-5-56-1, Boult 26-7-
66-2, Grandhomme 13-2-36-0 (1nb), Patel 
35-5-100-2, Somerville 36-8-75-4
 New Zealand 2nd innings
J. Raval lbw b Shaheen               0
T. Latham c Sohail b Yasir           10
K. Williamson not out                14
W. Somerville not out                 1
Extras: (lb 1)                        1
Total: (for two wkts; 14 overs)      26 
Bowling: Hasan 4-3-2-0, Shaheen 3-0-11-
1, Yasir 4-1-5-1, Asif 3-0-7-0

Messi’s fifth place in Ballon d’Or 
absurd - Barca coach
Reuters | Madrid 

Lionel Messi’s fifth-place finish in 
this year’s Ballon d’Or vote was 

absurd, Barcelona coach Ernesto Val-
verde said of the Spanish champions’ 
Argentina forward on Tuesday.

Real Madrid’s Croatia midfield-
er Luka Modric took the prize on 
Monday in Paris after winning the 
Champions League and being named 
player of the tournament at the 2018 
World Cup in Russia.

The 33-year-old’s triumph end-
ed Messi’s and Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
decade-long reign, with Juventus’s 
Portugal striker finishing second and 
Messi fifth in a vote by 180 journal-
ists.

“I will not get into discussing the 
inconsistencies of the prize,” Val-
verde told reporters.

“We congratulate Modric for win-
ning the Ballon d’Or but Messi being 
in fifth place is absurd.”

Messi, a five-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner, led Barca to a La Liga-Copa del 
Rey double last season but Argentina 
went out of the World Cup in the last 
16 to eventual champions France.

The Barca No. 10 also won a record 
fifth European Golden Shoe after 

finishing with 34 
top-flight goals 
last season.

Mo d r i c  g o t 
753 points fol-
lowed by Ronal-
do on 476, Atletico 
Madrid’s Antoine 
G r i e z m a n n  w i t h 
414 and Paris St-Ger-
main’s Kylian Mbappe 
was fourth with 347, ahead 
of Messi on 280.

Barcelona host Cultural Leo-
nesa on Wednesday in the second 
leg of their Copa del Rey round 
of 32 tie, in which they hold a 1-0 
advantage, although Messi is not 
expected to feature.

We congratulate Modric 
for winning the Ballon d’Or 

but Messi being in fifth 
place is absurd
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