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Arsenal-3, Man United-0
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Manchestel!nited’s Antonio

Valencia (left) vies against
Arsenal’s Alexis Sanchez

London

A‘ rsenal  produced a
scintillating start

to  overwhelm in-form
Manchester United 3-0 in
the Premier League yesterday
and give embattled manager
Arsene Wenger something to
smile about.

Wenger was pilloried
in the British press after
Tuesday’s 3-2 home defeat
by Olympiakos left his side
struggling to avoid a group-
stage exit in the Champions
League, but five days on he
presided over a win that
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equalled his best league result
against United.

Alexis Sanchez was the
hosts’ inspiration, scoring
with a neat back-heel and an
18-yard howitzer inside the
first 19 minutes to take his
tally to six goals in three games
after last weekend’s hat-trick at
Leicester City and a midweek
header against Olympiakos.

Mesut Ozil joined in the
early onslaught, netting from
Theo Walcott’s seventh-
minute cut-back, as Arsenal
secured a win that took them
up to second place, two points
below leaders Manchester
City.

United were seeking a
fourth consecutive league
win, which would have seen
them return to the summit,
but instead Louis van Gaal’s
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Arsenal’s Alexis Sanchez (left) celebrates with teammates

met with a defeat that saw
them slip below Arsenal on
goal difference.

It was United’s first loss at
the Emirates Stadium since
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May 2011 and the manner of
defeat raised questions about
the durability of their title
credentials, just as Arsenal
were strengthening theirs.
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Michael Carrick was one of
two changes made by Van Gaal,
the other seeing Ashley Young
come in at left-back, and the

. decision to pair Carrick with

his fellow thirty-something
Bastian Schweinsteiger was
quickly made to look suspect
as Arsenal ran riot almost
from kick-off.

The first goal arrived in
the sixth minute, with Aaron
Ramsey sliding a pass down
the inside-right channel
for Ozil, whose cross was
brilliantly and inventively
back-heeled home at the near
post by Sanchez.

Barely a minute later it was
2-0 as Walcott found space
behind Matteo Darmian on
the Arsenal left and pulled the
ball back for Ozil to slot a first-
time shot past a statuesque
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David de Gea. United had
not had time to draw breath
and soon Sanchez had
added a third, gathering a
pass from Walcott, stepping
inside three defenders and
slamming a thunderbolt into
the top-right corner from 18
yards.

Non-existent

It was the first time United
had conceded three goals
in the first 20 minutes of a
Premier League match.

With Wayne Rooney’s first
touch betraying him, Memphis
Depay running down blind
alleys and Anthony Martial
non-existent, United were not
threatening a response and
Arsenal could have extended
their lead before half-time.
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