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Beirut

Aylan Kurdi’s last journey 
was supposed to take him 

to a safe home - hundreds of 
miles away from the relentless 
war in his native Syria.

Instead, it ended with a 
funeral in the city his family 
tried to flee.

In the Syrian town of Kobane, 
3-year-old Aylan was laid to rest 
alongside his mother and five-
year-old brother at “Martyr’s 
Cemetery” in the predominantly 
Kurdish community near the 
Turkish border.

Aylan’s father, Abdullah, 
who survived the capsizing that 
killed his family, wept as the 
bodies were buried. Speaking 
at the crossing with Turkey, he 
said he hoped the death of his 
family would encourage Arab 
states to help Syrian refugees.

“I want from Arab 
governments, not European 
countries, to see my children, 
and because of them to help 
people,” he said in footage 
posted online by a local radio 
station. 

“I don’t blame anyone else 
for this. I just blame myself,” 

Abdullah told the mourners. “I 
will have to pay the price for 

this the rest of my life,” said the 
devastated father.

Abdullah said the boat in 
which the family had been 
travelling had started taking in 
water about 500 metres from 
the shore and that, despite 
his best efforts, he had not 
been able to hold on to his 
wife and two sons. “I was 
holding my wife’s hand,” he 
told the Turkish news agency 
Dogan. “But my children 
slipped through my hands. 
It was dark and everyone was 
screaming.”

Female MMA fighter traps robber in a leg lock
Brasília

A Brazilian street robber 
ended up pleading for 

mercy from the woman he 
tried to hold up - after she 
took him down in a jiu-jitsu 
move then held him in a leg 
grip until the police arrived.

Footage emerged of the 
sobbing man Wesley Sousa 
de Araujo screaming, crying 
for his “daddy” and pleading 
for someone to call the police 
as Monique Bastos locked his 
neck in a triangle choke.

Araujo and another man 
had earlier approached Ms 
Bastos and another woman 

on a street in Acailandia, 
western Brazil - unaware that 
his would-be victim was a 
professional MMA fighter and 
jiu-jitsu blue belt.

Ms Bastos, who has six 
professional MMA fights on 
her record, pounced after the 
men cornered the women on 
a motorbike and demanded 
they hand over their mobile 
phones.

The fighter, 23, later told 
how she took Araujo to ground 
in a “rear-naked choke” before 
locking him in a “triangle 
choke” for 20 minutes until 
police arrived.

Ms Bastos told Brazil’s iG 
website: “One of the guys 
grabbed the mobile phone 
I was carrying. I could see 
that they were not armed so 
I knocked their motorbike 
down.

“I wasn’t afraid. I knew I 
could immobilise them.

“One of them managed 
to run away, so I got the 
motorbike driver with a ‘lion 
killer’ and held him in my legs 
for 20 minutes.”

The ‘lion killer’ is a choke 
hold in Brazilian jiu-jitsu 
where the attacker wraps his 
arm around his opponent’s 

neck, placing the crook of his 
elbow on his trachea.

In the video filmed on an 
onlooker’s mobile phone, 
Arauju is heard screaming out 
for help as Ms Bastos holds 
him in the lock and applies 
pressure on his neck.

He shouts: “Daddy, daddy, 
call the police, daddy. Help 
Jesus. I swear, it was the first 
time I’ve ever done this. Help, 
Lord, somebody help me. 
Where’s my mum?”

Araujo was taken to the 
local police station, where 
he denied trying to rob the 
women, according to reports.

Wrong Target 

SYRIAN TODDLER BURIED 
Britain promised 
yesterday to take 

in thousands 
more Syrian refu-
gees and give 100 

million pounds 
in extra aid, as 

their plight raised 
pressure on 

European leaders

“Given the scale 
of the crisis and 
the suffering of 

the people, today 
I can announce 
that we will do 

more, providing 
resettlement for 
thousands more 

Syrian refugees,” 
Prime Minister 
David Cameron 

said

Ms Bastos is a professional MMA fighter and jiu-jitsu blue belt

Hungarian 
parliament 
introduces 
new laws 

Refugee aid charities see surge in donations 

Budapest

Hungary’s parliament 
pushed through 

emergency anti-migration laws 
yesterday to halt a surge in 
numbers crossing into the EU 
state as crowds of refugees and 
migrants defied the security 
forces in their quest to reach 
western Europe.

The new measures include 
three-year jail terms for 
people climbing over the 
newly built razor wire fence 
on the 175-kilometre (110-
mile) border with Serbia, as 
well as new border “transit 
zones” to hold asylum seekers 
while their applications are 
being processed.

Lawmakers also declared 
a “state of crisis caused by 
mass immigration”, which 
will allow the police and 
army to assist in registering 
asylum-applications and 
operate detention facilities in 
registration camps.

Meanwhile, more than 
1,000 people stranded for 
days in makeshift camps at 
Budapest’s main train station 
set off on foot to the Austrian 
border, some 175 kilometres 
from the Hungarian capital.

The Hague

Charities aiding refugees 
witnessed a surge in 

donations across Europe 
yesterday as people shocked 
by the heart-rending images 
of a drowned Syrian boy on 
a Turkish beach dug deep 
to help.

British Prime Minister 
David Cameron, under 
pressure to act, said Britain 
would provide an extra 
£100 million (137 million 
euros, $153 million) in 

humanitarian aid for the 
Syrian crisis, bringing 
London’s total contribution 
to more than 1.0 billion 
pounds.

The International Olympic 
Committee launched an 
emergency two-million-
euro ($2.2 million) fund, 
as money flooded into the 
coffers of aid organisations 
helping those fleeing Iraq 
and Syria.

“There is an enormous 
response from the public, 

the tide of indifference is 
shifting,” Christian Peregrin, 
spokesman for the Malta-
based Migrant Offshore Aid 
Station, said.

The group, working to 
help migrants seeking to 
cross the Mediterranean 
from Libya, had by Friday 
received a record 600,000 
euros ($666,500) since the 
toddler’s photo went viral. 

“Before that, 10,000 euros 
in a day would have been a 
good day,” he said.
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O
f  all intellectual conquests, learn-
ing a new language remains the 
most exhilarating. But, learning 
Tamil has been a story of  never-
ending anguish and distress for 

me. It has always been like a tailender facing 
150kmph plus deliveries on a grassy wicket, 
and trying to save his team from the ignominy 
of  an impending follow-on. 

 Like every beginner, I started by purchas-
ing a book, which “guaranteed” to teach Tamil 
in 30 days. I approached the book with the 
pyscho-emotional aggression of  a decorated 
soldier on a war turf. After a few pages, I real-
ized solving integral algebraic equations 
would have been less daunting. Perhaps there 
was something wrong with 
the book, I thought. I or-
dered a few more from an 
online portal. The results 
were the same. The books 
still adorn my shelf, but I 
cringe each time I see them.

 And then there was the 
romantic side of  learning 
Tamil. Ah! The enchanting 
language of  beauty. I believed, and still believe 
that there is no better way to woo a woman 
than to learn the language and recite a few 
Tamil poems. Someone suggested that I should 
watch Tamil movies to pick up the nuances 
of  the language and romantic dialogue deliv-
ery. But when I attempted my version of  the 
dialogues I became a laughing stock. All ideas 
of  captivating a woman with my brilliance in 
Tamil have fizzled out ever since.

Four long years in the city and the words 
I can speak with flourish (in order of  neces-
sity) are ‘anna’ (big brother), ‘saapad’ (food), 
‘sarak’ (alcohol) and ‘tanni’ (water).

 Shopping in the city has been a test of  
patience for both shopkeepers and me. Tender-
ing the exact change has always been a prob-
lem. I have ended up paying the wrong amount 
to irritated and baffled shopkeepers. I can’t 
bargain in second-hand book shops and week-
ly markets. Fortunately, a friend provided me 
with a unique solution. He taught me a sen-
tence — ‘Tamil teriya de’. It has been a saving 
grace for me. More than once, people have 
asked me for directions on the road and I have 
managed to mumble the sentence and saved 
myself  from the remorse of  having sent them 
to wrong destinations.

 The sentence has also landed me in some 
embarrassing situations. At a temple in My-
lapore, an old man once tried to strike up a 
conversation. Before I could escape, he deliv-

ered a 10-minute mono-
logue — something about 
the glory of  the temple. 
As soon as he finished I 
said ‘Tamil teriya de’. 
The look on his face was 
an amalgam of  fury, rage, 
horror and contempt. I 
have tried to avoid bus-
tling public places after 

that.  But, not knowing Tamil has its fair share 
of  advantages. I have learned the universal 
language of  silence. It has made me philo-
sophical. It is originality that matters rather 
than being able to speak different languages, 
in my opinion, so intelligent miming and hand 
signals help me get by everyday life.

While multilinguals might scoff  at my 
failure, I remain stoic. I have realised I am 
linguistically handicapped. An author once 
described the look on an Englishman’s face 
when he attempted to speak French. I go 
around with the same look.

(The writer hails from Bihar)

Smart guy! Picked up a lot of Tamil words in 
just 40 years! Dosa, Idli, Sambar Vada...

Sandhya Ravishankar 

S
ince Arun Kumar 
was in engineer-
ing college, he 
knew that he 
did not want 

to be an employee. “I 
needed to wipe 
away the stain so-
ciety has put on 
me,” said Kumar, 
30, an entrepre-
neur in Peram-
balur. “Only by 
being an employ-
er would I be able 
to do that,” he 
said.

 The stain he 
refers to is that of  
caste — being a dalit 
from a poor back-
ground has only ener-
vated him to aspire to 
and reach higher goals. 
Today Kumar is an entrepre-
neur, running Aukar Technolo-
gies (investment of  `2 crore) that 
manufactures solar panels and invert-
ers employing 24 people, many of  
whom are dalits.

 Kumar’s moment of  glory will 
come within the next ten days — he is 
pledging an investment of  ̀ 40 crore in 
the upcoming Global Investors’ Meet. 
“My mother was a teacher at a Bal-
wadi in our village in Perambalur and 
she earned a meagre `1,300 a month,” 
reminisced Kumar. “My sister and I 
never knew our father. We managed 
to study by taking loans from people 
in our village,” he said.

 Battling discrimination 
has not been an easy task. 
Kumar narrates an in-
stance when he was in col-
lege, seeking an education-
al loan from a bank to pay 
his fees. “The bank manager told me 
point blank that dalits don’t repay 
their loans,” he said. “But I did repay 
mine,” says Kumar.

 Arun Kumar is among tens of  
thousands of  dalit entrepreneurs in 
Tamil Nadu — the state has more 
MSME enterprises than any other 
state. Sons and daughters of  those who 
got precious salaried jobs as dalits, 
they are as aspirational as others, if  
not more so. Only around 6% of  dalit 

households in 
the state are head-
ed by men or women 
earning more than the national 
per capita income, yet that’s among 
the highest for any state.

 The larger picture of  Arun’s suc-
cess story is that, in TN, empowerment 
politics — of  rights and demands —
may well be slowly becoming passé 
among dalits too. 

Not one to miss a trend, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi called 
for supporting entrepre-
neurship among dalits in 
his Independence Day 
speech. “Discrimination is 
not the only reason why 

dalits are not getting jobs – many of  
them are also unskilled,” says VCK 
leader and dalit activist D Ravikumar. 

“Political parties are now only 
speaking of  rights and protesting 
against the government. We all can 
definitely play a role in helping impart 
skills-related knowledge to dalits,” he 
said.

 The Dalit Indian Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry’s (DICCI) Tamil 
Nadu chapter finds that Tamil dalits 

rarely choose to speak of  their caste 
openly. Despite being a state with a 

large number of  dalit-founded busi-
nesses worth over `100 crore, being 
low key and tightlipped is the pre-
ferred norm.

Some say they are afraid that if  
they fail, it would be quickly ascribed 
to their ‘lowborn’ status. Kalavathi 
Sridharan, 38 years old, who runs a 
garment unit in Chennai says: “No 
one will support you when they know 
your caste. No one will openly say that 
they won’t support you but work will 
simply not happen.”

 Like Arun Kumar, Kalavathi too is 
a first generation dalit entrepreneur 
but from Kumbakonam. Her father, a 
postman, was single-minded about giv-
ing her and her five siblings a good 
education. While her brothers and 
sisters hold government jobs, Kala-
vathi is the only one who has become 
an entrepreneur. 

A mother of  two, Kalavathi works 
more than 12 hours a day. Her `1.7 
crore business is now all set to expand 
— she says a new, bigger unit will 
come up soon in Perambalur, provid-
ing employment for 200 people. She is 

excited that her unit may soon start 
exporting. “We don’t have any sort of  
background in business,” explained 
Sridharan. “As first generation dalit 
entrepreneurs, our parents and rela-
tives have no idea how to guide us or 
support us,” she said.

 What affects other entrepreneurs 
affects too, often doubly. “They do not 
have direct access to the market be-
cause it is very tough to break the 
circle of  traditional players,” said 
chairman of  the Centre of  Study of  
Caste and Capitalism Chandra Bhan 
Prasad.

 “Credit is the other big challenge 
since banks ask for collateral. If  a 
bank gives a loan, 25% has to be the 
loan seeker’s contribution. That’s al-
most impossible for most dalits. Bank-
ing reforms and access to market and 
credit are the two big issues that are 
not allowing dalits to explore,” he said.

(The writer is a freelance print 
and broadcast journalist)

Email your feedback with 
name and address to 

southpole.toi@timesgroup.com

Dalit bizmen work twice 
as hard to be in the game

Of unknown tongues 
and lessons of life

STRIKING OUT
 Micro, small and medium 

industries are those whose 
investments are more than 
`5 lakh but not greater than 
`10 crore

MSMEs are small 
businesses typically run by 
first-generation business 
people

An MSME survey was 
done in 2006-07 and the 
results released in 2014

 As per the survey TN has 

the third most number of 
MSMEs in the country after 
UP and WB: 33.13 lakh

81 lakh people work in 
TN units

 State has most dalit-
owned MSMEs in the 
country: Registered: 18,120; 
Unregistered: 1.58 lakh; 
Total: 1.76 lakh

 Karnataka, UP follow TN in 
registered dalit-owned 
small businesses

NEW PLAYERS
MAKE A MARK

I NEEDED TO 
WIPE AWAY

THE STAIN SOCIETY 
HAS PUT ON ME. 
ONLY BY BEING AN 
EMPLOYER WOULD I
BE ABLE TO DO THAT
– Arun Kumar | ENTREPRENEUR

As Dalits Demand Support In Commerce, Parties Need To Look Beyond Old Strategies
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The prevalence of small businesses gives a 
picture of the entrepreneurial spirit in a region

 ‘TAMIL TERIYA DE’ 
HAS BEEN A SAVING 
GRACE FOR ME BUT 
HAS ALSO LANDED ME 
IN EMBARASSING 
SITUATIONS

DALIT BIZMEN WORK TWICE
AS HARD TO BE IN THE GAME

As They Seek Support In Commerce, Parties Need To Look Beyond Old Strategies

EU drowning in deluge 
of desperate migrants

Why this Europe migration crisis?
What’s the European migrant crisis?
Over 438,000 people sought asylum in 
European countries till July this year. 
Last year 571,000 people took refuge in 
Europe. This growing tide of  refugees 
has created a crisis in the EU, especially 
among Schengen countries where move-
ment of  people is unrestricted. 
Most immigrants are undertaking 
perilous journeys across the Medi-
terranean, 3,279 have died in these 
attempts. Receiving countries are 
scrambling to provide food, shelter 
and healthcare to the emigrants.

Where are the migrants coming from 
and why?
War zones in West Asia and North 
Africa, as well as poorer European coun-
tries are the main regions from where 
emigrants are fl eeing war and poverty. 
The largest number are from Syria 
where a civil war has raged for over four 
years. Afghanistan and Iraq, war-torn 
since 2001 and 2003, are big sources. The 
Libyan civil war has forced people to 
leave. Refugees have also been recorded 

from Sub-Saharan Africa — Eritrea and 
Nigeria. They are fl eeing poverty and 
confl ict. Within Europe, many have been 
trying to leave Kosovo and Serbia.

How do they reach Europe, where do they go?
This year, the largest number of  asylum 

seekers have been detected at Greek 
borders. They were mostly Syrians 
who had fl ed to Turkey, travelled 
by dinghies to scattered Greek is-
lands. From Greece, they crossed 
the western Balkans to enter other 
countries. Another major route 
is the dangerous Mediterranean 
crossing in over-fi lled boats from 
Tunisia/Libya to Italy. Other routes 
include crossing over to Spain from 

Algeria/Morocco. Once they reach the 
European mainland they spread out. 
Germany is the most popular destination 
followed by Sweden, France, Italy.

What are European governments doing about it?
The EU will meet on September 16 to fi g-
ure out how to deal with the crisis. So far 
there’s no common approach. A quota 

system has been rejected, but there’s mu-
tual tension because some countries are 
affected more. Germany has said all Syr-
ians will be taken in, calling for generos-
ity and a sharing of  the burden. “If  Eu-
rope fails on the question of  refugees,” 
Chancellor Angela Merkel has said,  “if  
this close link with universal civil rights 
is broken, then it won’t be the Europe we 
wished for.”  Hungary, meanwhile, has 
built a 175-km fence along its Serbian 
border and UK has accepted only 216 Syr-
ian refugees since January 2014.  

Budapest: Hungarian police 
halted a train packed with mi-
grants bound for the Austrian 
border and tried to force them 
to disembark in a town with a 
detention camp on Thursday, 
a confrontation that has be-
come a focus of  Europe’s mi-
gration crisis.

After shutting migrants 
out of  the main train station 
in Budapest for two days, 
authorities allowed them 
to board a train. Hundreds 
crammed aboard. Instead 
of  heading for the Austrian 
border, the train stopped west 
of  Budapest at Bicske, where 
Hungary has a migration re-
ception centre, and police or-
dered the migrants off. Fear-
ing detention, some chanted 
“No camp! No camp!”

Thousands have died 
at sea and scores have per-
ished on land in Europe’s 
worst migration crisis. Eu-
ropean public opinion was 
galvanized by images of  a 
drowned Syrian child on 
a Turkish beach. “He had 
a name: Alyan Kurdi. Ur-
gent action required — A 
Europe-wide mobilization is 
urgent,” French PM Manuel 
Valls said on Twitter.

The infl ux has strained 
the EU asylum system to 
breaking point, dividing its 28 
nations and feeding the rise 

of  right-wing populists. 
Major EU countries have 

taken opposing positions on 
whether to offer welcome. 
Germany plans to receive 
800,000 refugees, while Brit-
ain has set up a programme 
to allow in vulnerable Syri-
ans that has admitted just 216.

“As one of  the world’s 
richest countries, we are in 
a position to rise to the oc-
casion,” German minister 
Andrea Nahles said ahead of  
a G20 meeting in Turkey. By 
contrast, UK’s David Cam-
eron said the problem could 

not be solved by Britain tak-
ing more refugees. 

Hungary has emerged as 
a fl ashpoint, as the primary 
entry point for those travel-
ling overland across the Bal-
kans. PM Viktor Orban said 
Europeans were “full of  fear 
because they see that the Eu-
ropean leaders ... are not able 
to control the situation”.

Germany’s Angela Merkel 
has emerged as a leader on 
the issue, arguing that pro-
viding refuge for those fl eeing 
persecution and war is a fun-
damental obligation. REUTERS

Canada’s no 
pushed child’s 
family to opt 

for risky route
Ankara: Aylan Kurdi, whose 
3-year-old body was captured 
face-down in the surf  in im-
ages that have horrifi ed the 
world, set out for Europe only 
after Canada rejected his 
family’s refugee application, 
a Canadian lawmaker says.

Images of  Aylan’s body, 
clad in blue shorts and a red 
shirt on a Turkish beach, have 
heightened global attention to 
a wave of  migration, driven 
by war and deprivation, that 
is unparalleled since World 
War II. They are also raising 
pressure on governments to 
be more welcoming to refu-
gees fl eeing the horror that 
Syria has become.

Aylan’s aunt, who lives in 
Vancouver, had sought Cana-
dian refugee status for her kin 
in the Syrian town of  Kobani. 
Canadian immigration author-
ities rejected the application, in 
part due to the family’s lack of  
exit visas to ease their passage 
out of  Turkey and their lack 
of  internationally recognized 
refugee status, the aunt, Teema 
Kurdi said. She added the fam-
ily — her brother Abdullah, his 
wife Rehan and their two boys, 
3-year-old Aylan and 5-year-old 
Galip — embarked on the per-
ilous boat journey only after 
their bid to move to Canada 
was rejected. AP

Syrian refugees on the platform of the Kobanya-Kispest 
station, on the outskirts of Budapest

Syrian refugees sleep on the floor of a train 
from Macedonia to the Serbian border

Hungary reopened Budapest train station 
to stranded refugees after two days
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A mad rush for the train in Budapest 

Budapest To 
Berlin: Migrant 
Rush Divides
 A Continent

ANOTHER EXODUS

(Clockwise from top) Cops detain 
refugees near a railway station in 
Bicske, Hungary; A refugee boy holds 
an SOS sign; Relatives help an aged 
Syrian cross the border into Greece

WORLD’S BIGGEST
REFUGEE CRISIS?

➤ Budapest in 
Hungary: A  key transit 
point for refugees. 
Thousands pouring 
in here trying to take 
trains to Austria and 
Germany

➤ In August alone, 
more than 50,000 have 
fl ooded into Hungary

➤ Hungary has built 
a 175km fence along 
its border with Serbia 

to slow the fl ow of 
asylum seekers into 
northern Europe

➤ Calais, France:
Thousands stormed 
Eurostar train here 
on Tuesday. Migrants 
blocked railtracks 
to stop trains

➤ Migrants then tried 
to jump on board the 
superfast train 
headed for Britain 

➤ Most of those 
heading for Greece 
take the relatively 
short voyage from 
Turkey to islands of 
Kos, Chios, Lesvos 
and Samos — often in 
fl imsy rubber dinghies 
or small wooden boats

➤ The voyage from 
Libya to Italy is longer 
and more hazardous

➤ More than 2,500
migrants have died 
trying to make the 
crossing this year 

➤ In April a boat 

carrying 800 migrants 
capsized off Libya

➤ A growing number 
of Syrian asylum 
seekers have also been 
crossing into Norway 
from Russia 
on bicycles

Transit points

Death Route

Guardian calls 
this the world’s 
biggest refugee 

crisis since 
World War II
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Migrant detected entering the EU Illegally, Jan-July 2015
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What is 
driving
migrant to 
Europe?
➤ Syria
confl ict 
the biggest 
driver of 
migration

➤ Ongoing
violence in 
Afghanistan
➤ Warfare 
in Eritrea
➤ Poverty 
in Kosovo

A Syrian couple waits with other refugees for the train in Gevgelija, Macedonia

Where are they from
W Mediterranean

23,878
Eritrea

10,747
Nigeria

9,766 Others

E Mediterranean

78,190
Syria

32,581
Afghanistan

6,641 Pakistan

W Balkan

28,749
Syria

29,245
Afghanistan

23,260 Kosovo

More than 350,000 migrants were detected at the EU’s 
borders between Jan and August 2015, says IOM

WHAT EU LAW SAYS
Under the EU law 
known as the 
Dublin Regulation, 
refugees should 
apply for asylum in 
the country in which 
they arrive and are 
fi rst registered. But 
as the numbers have 
increased, the rules 
have been ignored and 
many migrants have 
been allowed through 
borders

*Between Jan & July 2015; IOM is International Organization for Migration

The father of Aylan Kurdi holds the body of his child during a 
funeral ceremony in Kobane
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