
16 killed in suspected US air strike 
26 Sunday, October 4, 2015

Titanic’s last lunch menu sold for $88,000First-class lunch

BOMB HITS KUNDUZ HOSPITAL
Kabul

A suspected US air strike on 
a hospital killed 16 people 

yesterday in the Afghan city 
of Kunduz, medical charity 
MSF said, a bombardment 
that the UN condemned as 
“inexcusable, and possibly even 
criminal”.

Dozens more were seriously 
wounded at the facility, a key 
lifeline that has been running 
“beyond capacity” during 
fighting that saw the Taliban 
seize control of the northern 
provincial capital for several 
days.

The strike left the building 
engulfed in flames, with photos 
posted by Doctors Without 
Borders showing their staff 
shocked and dazed.

“At 2:10am (2040 GMT) local 
time... the MSF trauma centre 
in Kunduz was hit several times 
during sustained bombing and 
was very badly damaged,” the 
organisation, known by its 
French initials, said.

MSF spokeswoman Kate 
Stegeman said 16 people were 
killed in the bombardment, 
among them three children, 

and 37 were wounded. The 
charity said the bombing 
continued for more than 30 
minutes after American and 
Afghan military officials were 

first alerted they were being hit.
“All parties to the conflict, 

including in Kabul and 
Washington, were clearly 
informed of the precise location 
(GPS coordinates) of the 
MSF facilities,” the statement 
added. NATO conceded US 

forces may have been behind 
the strike but has not so far 
commented on the specific 
claims of MSF, which has long 
treated the war-wounded from 

all sides of the conflict. “The 
strike may have resulted in 
collateral damage to a nearby 
medical facility. This incident 
is under investigation.”

The incident has renewed 
concerns about the use of US 
air strikes in Afghanistan, a 

deeply contentious issue in 
the 14-year campaign against 
Taliban insurgents.

UN rights chief Zeid Ra’ad 
Al Hussein called for a full and 

transparent probe, noting that, 
“if established as deliberate in a 
court of law, an air strike on a 
hospital may amount to a war 
crime.”

“This event is utterly tragic, 
inexcusable and possibly even 
criminal,” he said. US Defence 

Secretary Ashton Carter 
promised a “full investigation” 
into the bombing.

It came after Taliban 
insurgents overran the 

northern Afghan city on 
Monday. It was the first major 
city to be captured by militants 
since 2001. The Afghan defence 
ministry expressed sadness but 
in a statement said “a group of 
terrorists armed with light and 
heavy weapon... were using the 

hospital building as a position 
to target Afghan forces and 
civilians”.

MSF said some 105 patients 
and their caregivers, as well 
as more than 80 international 
and local MSF staff, were in 
the hospital at the time of the 
bombing.

The MSF trauma centre 
in Kunduz is the only 
medical facility in the whole 
northeastern region of 
Afghanistan that can deal with 
major injuries.

“We are deeply shocked 
by the attack, the killing of 
our staff... and the heavy toll 
it has inflicted on healthcare 
in Kunduz,” MSF director of 
operations Bart Janssens said. 
“We urge all parties to respect 
the safety of health facilities and 
staff.”

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross said the strike 
was “an appalling tragedy”. 
“Such attacks against health 
workers and facilities undermine 
the capacity of humanitarian 
organisations to assist the 
Afghan people at a time when 
they most urgently need it.”

Fires burn in part of the MSF hospital in the Afghan city of 
Kunduz after it was hit by an air strike 

Syria air strikes sow panic: Moscow
Moscow

Russian air strikes yesterday  
targeting the Islamic State 

group in Syria have sown 
“panic”, forcing some 600 
“militants” to abandon their 
positions and head to Europe, 
Moscow claimed.

Summing up the results 
of Russia’s first three days of 
strikes, a senior official with the 
General Staff said Russian jets 
had made more than 60 sorties 
over 50 IS targets and added 
that Russia would ramp up its 
aerial campaign.

“Our intelligence shows 
that militants are leaving areas 
under their control. Panic 
and desertion have started in 

their ranks,” Colonel General 
Andrei Kartapolov, a senior 
Russian General Staff official, 

said in a statement.  “Some 600 
mercenaries have abandoned 
their positions and are trying 

to find their way into Europe,” 
Kartapolov said.

“Over the past three days we 
have managed to undermine 
material and technical 
resources of the terrorists 
and significantly reduce their 
combat potential,” he added. 
“We will not only continue 
the strikes by our air force 
but also will increase their 
intensity.”

He said Russia had managed 
to destroy IS command 
posts, warehouses storing 
ammunition and explosives, 
communication hubs, training 
camps as well as “mini-factories 
that made weapons for suicide 
bombers”.

Syrians look at the damage following air strikes on the rebel-
held area of Douma, east of the capital Damascus

Saudi national with 
suspected MERS dies in PH

Manila
A Saudi national suspected 
of carrying the MERS virus 
has died while visiting the 
Philippines, the health 
department announced yes-
terday.
The patient, who had a cough, 
fever and occasional chills, 
died in an undisclosed hospital 
last Tuesday after a two-day 
confinement, Health Secretary 
Janette Garin said in a state-
ment.
The patient’s X-ray results also 
“suggested” MERS infection, 
Garin said, without providing 
additional details. 

First Iran Hajj dead flown 
home 9 days after stampede

Tehran
The first bodies of Iranians 
killed in a stampede at the 
Hajj arrived home from Saudi 
Arabia yesterday.
President Hassan Rouhani and 
other top officials laid white 
flowers on coffins at a som-
bre ceremony in Tehran for 
the 104 pilgrims - among 464 
Iranians declared dead in the 
September 24 crush.
The president was accompa-
nied by the heads of Iran’s 
judiciary and parliament as 
well as the chief of staff of 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei’s office.

New York

An original menu from 
the last first-class lunch 

served aboard the ill-fated 
Titanic has sold for $88,000 to 
a private collector at an online 
auction.

The luncheon menu had 
been saved by a first-class 
passenger, Abraham Lincoln 
Salomon, one of only a handful 
of people who climbed aboard 
a lifeboat called the “Money 
Boat” or “Millionaires’ Boat” 
when the main ship started 
sinking into the icy waters 

of the Atlantic. The lifeboat 
gained its moniker because 
the wealthy passengers it 
saved purportedly bribed the 
crew to row away from the 
disaster rather than rescue 
more people.

Signed on the back in 
pencil by another first-class 
passenger, Isaac Gerald 
Frauenthal, the menu provides 
a fascinating insight into both 
the opulence on board the 
ship and food fashions of the 
day.

Diners had the option of 

starting with fillets of brill, a 
type of fish, or cockie leekie 
(also known as cock-a-leekie), 
a Scottish soup of leeks and 
chicken stock. They could 
also indulge in options from 
the buffet, including potted 
shrimps, soused herrings, 
brawn - a type of jellied meat 
- and corned ox tongue.

An elaborate platter of eight 
different types of cheese was 
served to finish the midday 
meal.

New York-based autograph 
dealer, Lion Heart Autographs, 

offered the menu for sale from 
an unidentified person who it 
said was a descendent of one 
of the survivors of the boat. 

It is one of only three or four 
menus from the last first-class 
lunch still in existence and 
fetched a healthy premium 
over its estimated $50,000 - 
$70,000 price tag.

The Titanic sank on its 
maiden voyage in the Atlantic 
Ocean on April 15, 1912 after 
hitting an iceberg the previous 
evening.

It was carrying just over 
2,200 passengers and crew, of 
whom 1,517 died. None of the 
survivors of the tragedy are 
alive today.

An elaborate 
platter of eight 
different types 
of cheese was 

served to finish 
the midday 

meal

The luncheon menu had been 
saved by a first-class passenger

Afghan MSF staff react in the MSF hospital in Kunduz after it was 
hit by an air strike 
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‘IS’ KILLS JAPANESE MAN IN B’DESH

FNC elections

UAE GOES TO POLLS 

Dhaka

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility 

for shooting dead a Japanese 
citizen in northern Bangladesh 
yesterday, days after they said 
they were behind the murder of 
an Italian aid worker in Dhaka.

Police said the latest victim, 
whom they named as Hoshi 
Kunio, aged 66, was riding 
in a rickshaw when he was 
shot dead in Kaunia town in 
Rangpur district at about 10:30 
am local time (0430 GMT).

“He was travelling to the 
town from Rangpur city, where 

he had been living for a while, 
on a cycle rickshaw when his 
vehicle was stopped by three 
men riding on a motorcycle,” 
deputy police chief of Rangpur, 
Saifur Rahman, said.

The IS jihadist group 
later claimed the killing on 
Twitter, according to the 
SITE Intelligence Group, a US 
monitoring organisation.

The shooting came less than 
a week after a 50-year-old 
Italian citizen, Cesare Tavella, 
was shot dead near the capital’s 
diplomatic zone, an attack that 
was also claimed by IS. 

The Bangladesh government 
had sought to calm security 
fears in the country after the 
first murder on Monday, 
describing it as an “isolated 
incident”. 

Yesterday, in the wake of the 
second killing, the government 
tried to allay mounting 
concerns over the safety 
of foreign nationals in the 
country, saying it was taking 
both murders “very seriously”.

“The aim of the murder of 
innocent people in this way is 
to make an attempt to create 
instability in the country,” 

Home Minister Asaduzzaman 
Kamal said.

Kunio was a frequent visitor 
to Bangladesh and worked on 
a farming project in Rangpur, 
about 300 kilometres (180 
miles) north of Dhaka, police 
said.

“Two of the assailants shot 
him twice in the chest with 
pistols while the other waited 
with the motorbike ready to 
flee,” local police chief Rezaul 
Karim said, adding four people 
had been interrogated over the 
murder but none had been 
arrested.

Bangladeshi police officials stand guard at the site where a 
Japanese citizen was shot death

Dubai

Emiratis went to polls 
yesterday to fill the elected 

seats on a government advisory 
body, but despite a broadening 
of the franchise some citizens 
were still denied the vote.

The electoral roll is drawn up 
by the rulers of the seven states 
that make up the United Arab 
Emirates who also appoint the 
remaining members of the 
Federal National Council.

FNC elections saw a total of 
79,175 votes with a turnout of 
35.29 per cent of the electoral 
roll across the UAE, said Dr 

Anwar Gargash, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs and 
Federal National Council 
Affairs.

This year, 224,000 people 
had the right to vote out of a 
citizen population of just under 
one million. That compared 
with 129,000 in 2011 and 
just 6,000 in the UAE’s first 

election in 2006. The council 
has a purely advisory role and 
its 40 seats are shared 20-20 
between elected and appointed 
members.

But, the authorities 
have been deeply cautious 
about their experiment 
with elections and last year 
introduced sweeping new 

counterterrorism legislation. 
The 83 organisations 
blacklisted include not only 
the jihadists of Al Qaeda and 
the Islamic State group, but 
also the Muslim Brotherhood 
of ousted Egyptian president 
Mohamed Morsi.

A total of 330 candidates 
were contesting the 20 seats 
up for grabs. They included 
87 women. Meanwhile, in 
Ras Al Khaimah, candidate 
Abdul Aziz Al Shehhi died of 
a suspected heart attack. The 
votes given to the deceased will 
later be cancelled.

A total of 330 candidates were 
contesting the 20 seats up for 

grabs. They included 87 women

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, visits the Dubai World Trade 
Centre FNC voting station

Germany marks 
25 years of unity
Berlin

Germany yesterday 
celebrated 25 years since 

its joyful reunification, with 
its leaders urging the nation 
to muster the same strength 
and solidarity to face a record 
refugee influx.

The silver anniversary 
of the day communist East 
Germany and the capitalist 
West reunited as one 
country comes with Europe’s 
top economy standing at a 
crossroads.

Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and President Joachim 
Gauck, both of whom grew 
up under communism, 

attended ceremonies in the 
business capital Frankfurt 
with the resonant slogan 
“Overcoming Borders”.

In the keynote speech, 
Gauck focused on the refugee 
crisis and called on Germans 
to recapture the same can-
do spirit that gripped the 
country in the heady months 
between the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the remarriage of 
east and west.

“Today we celebrate the 
courage and self-confidence 
of that time. Let us use this 
memory as a bridge,” said 
Gauck, who was a dissident 
pastor in East Germany.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) and German President 
Joachim Gauck wave in Frankfurt/Main as Germany cel-
ebrates 25 years since its reunification

Vatican acts after Polish priest reveals homosexuality
Vatican City

The Vatican reacted 
furiously yesterday after 

a priest employed as a senior 
official publicly declared his 
homosexuality on the eve of 
a synod of bishops that is due 
to touch on the divisive issue 
of the Church’s relationship to 
gay believers.

In a statement, a spokesman 
for Pope Francis said Polish 
priest Krysztof Charamsa’s 
action had been “very serious 

and irresponsible”, and that he 
would be automatically kicked 
out of his post as a theologian 
in the Vatican.

Flanked by his Catalan 
boyfriend and sporting his 
priest’s collar, Charamsa told 
a news conference in Rome he 
had been compelled to speak 
out against the hypocrisy and 
paranoia that he says shapes 
the Church’s attitude to sexual 
minorities.

While appearing resigned to 

the fact that his life as a priest 
is over, he said: “I’m out of 
the closet and I’m very happy 
about that.”

Visibly moved at times, but 
always smiling, the 43-year-old 
added in Italian: “I want to 
be an advocate for all sexual 
minorities and their families 
who have suffered in silence.”

In an indication that 
Charamsa had planned 
the move for some time, 
he presented a 10-point 

“liberation manifesto” against 
“institutionalised homophobia 
in the Church”, which he said 
particularly oppressed the gay 
men who, according to him, 
make up the majority of priests.

He also revealed plans for a 
book about his 12 years at the 
heart of a Vatican bureaucracy 
only just recovering from 
a scandal under previous 
pope Benedict XVI over the 
influence of a “gay lobby” 
among senior clergy. “I 

dedicate my coming out to all 
gay priests,” Charamsa said. 
“I wish them happiness even 
if I know that most of them 
will not have the courage to 
make the gesture I have made 
today.” 

“To my Church, I want to 
say that I reject and I denounce 
the current atmosphere of 
exasperating homophobia. 
Open your eyes to the suffering 
of gay people, to their desire 
for love.”

Father Krysztof Olaf Charamsa

Sultan Al Mansouri, Minister of Economy, casts the first vote of 
the morning at the Dubai World Trade Centre polling station


