
Sunday, October 4, 20158

MEDICAL CONDITION LANDS 
BAHRAINI FAMILY IN DEBT

The sole breadwinner is bedridden with numerous diseases
Fatima Bastaki/DTNN
news@dt.bh

Manama

A Bahraini family is slipping 
deeper into debt with its 

sole breadwinner bedridden 
with severe health problems.

The husband and father 
of a 6-year-old was already 
suffering from diabetes and 
heart diseases when he was 
diagnosed with Gangrene, a 
condition where tissues die due 

to insufficient blood supply. 
The condition has paralysed 
one of his legs. He was initially 

admitted to Bahrain Defence 
Force Hospital for 21 days to 
undertake a surgery to stop 

the infection in his leg from 
spreading. 

His wife, who has been 

seeking help from several 
officials through social media, 
told DT News, “My husband 
is currently bedridden and 
there is no one else but me 
to nurse him. The physical 
strain that I take to carry him 
around has now given me 
spinal disc problems. This is 
apart from my own diabetes 
and hypertension.”

She said their financial 
situation is going from bad to 
worse. “We are under heavy 
debts. We have not paid the 
rent of our house for six 

months and have defaulted the 
three years’ electricity bills,” 
she lamented. 

Adding to this is the expense 
of their son, who has just 
started his first year of school.

The wife confirmed that 
she recently booked an 
appointment with a doctor in 
Salmaniya Medical Complex 
and is waiting to see what 
treatment he needs.

“The doctors have said his 
heart is too fragile to undergo 
a surgery. I have no idea what 
lies ahead for me,” she said. The condition has paralysed one of his legs He underwent a surgery to stop the infection from spreading
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Increase in use of public
transport buses recorded
Manama

A significant increase in the 
use of public transport 

buses was recorded over the 
Eid Al Adha holiday, according 
to official statistics released by 
the Ministry of Transportation 
and Telecommunications 
(MTT) Land Transport Affairs. 

Most notably, on the first 
day of Eid Al Adha the number 
of bus passengers reached 
47,000.

Undersecretary for Land 
Transport and Post Affairs at 
MTT, Mariam Ahmed Jumaan, 
said, “We are very pleased to 
see these numbers coming in, 
as they are strong indicators 
of passenger demand and the 
quality of service that the new 

public transport system is now 
offering.”

“Since we launched the new 
operation with Bahrain Public 
Transport Company (BPTC) 
in February, we have had 
over three million passengers 

to date. The operator has 
been serving around 23,046 
people on an average per day, 
since August this year, and 
passengers continue to grow,” 
she added.

She said MTT is working 
along with Bahrain Public 
Transport Company (BPTC) 
to provide all necessary 
support to ensure the service’s 
excellence.

“The newly introduced 
smart prepaid GO card has 
proved to be a success, as it 
offers passengers affordable 
competitive prices. It allows 
users to buy and top-up the 
cards in advance and to reuse 
them instead of buying paper 
tickets each time they travel.

Bahrain’s fair judiciary stressed
Manama

Bahrain Bar Society (BBS) 
Chairperson Huda 

Al Mehzaa defended the 
Kingdom’s judiciary as she 
attended the Turkish Lawyers’ 
Union conference in Ankara. 

She cited particularly the 
establishment of the Special 

Investigation Unit (SIU) to 
ensure trial procedures comply 
with international human 
rights conventions. 

Al Mehzaa presented a 
paper on fair trials, focusing 
particularly on the SIU, 
established in compliance with 
Istanbul Protocol. 

“Bahrain took a bold step 
of establishing the unit, as 
independent statutory body, to 
consolidate and guarantee fair 
trial procedures,” she said. 

She extended an invitation 
to heads of associations to visit 
Bahrain and get a close look at 
the SIU practices.

As many as 60 motorcyclists recently took part in a parade organised to support children 
suffering from cancer. The move came as part of Smile Initiative of Al Mustaqbal Youth 
Society. Bahrain Bikers and Route 88 MC teams of Bakers Network participated in the 
parade that toured the streets of the Kingdom.

Mariam Ahmed Jumaan

Suspected of helping a Syrian to make explosive belts for suicide attacks 

FILIPINA ARRESTED IN SAUDI 

ARABIA OVER SUICIDE VESTS
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Riyadh

A Filipina has been arrested 
in Saudi Arabia on 

suspicion of helping a Syrian 
to make explosive belts for 
suicide attacks in the kingdom, 
the interior ministry said 
yesterday.

The Syrian, identified 
as Mohamed Al Barazi, is 
suspected of turning the 
house they shared in the Saudi 
capital into a bomb factory, 

the ministry spokesman said. 
Barazi is also accused of having 
a second house in Riyadh, 
which he ran as a safe house 
for militants on the run.

He was detained in a police 
ambush in the capital on 
Wednesday, the spokesman 
said.

Police then raided the 
suspected bomb factory, which 
they found had been booby-
trapped.

The Filipina was named by 
the official Saudi Press Agency 
as Lady Gioi Aban Bali Nang 

and was said to have gone 
missing from her employer 15 
months ago. She was said to 

be wearing a suicide vest at the 
time of her arrest.

After the house had been 
made safe, police recovered 
two explosives belts, 10 
containers of bomb-making 
materials and two firearms, the 
ministry said.

Asked on state television 
whether Barazi was suspected 
of links to the Islamic State, 
the spokesman said authorities 

“did not yet have sufficient 
evidence to make any direct 
connection with this terrorist 
group.”

A series of attacks claimed 
by IS in Saudi Arabia this year 
have killed dozens of people.

In July, authorities 
announced that they had 
detained 431 people, most of 
them Saudis, on suspicion of 
involvement in an IS cell.

The Syrian, identified as Mohamed 
Al Barazi, is suspected of turning 

the house they shared in the Saudi 
capital into a bomb factory, the 

ministry spokesman said
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to have gone missing from her 

employer 15 months ago

Lady Gioi Aban Bali Nang (R) and Mohamed Al Barazi (Middle 
East eye)

UAE rejects Iran’s interference
New York

The threat of terrorist 
organisations, most 

notably of Daesh and AI 
Qaeda-affiliated groups, 
transcends geographical 
boundaries and is a risk not 
only for this region, but also 
for all states and communities, 
UAE Foreign Minister Shaikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan said as he delivered 
his country’s speech at the 70th 
Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

The minister also stressed 
that UAE has played an 
effective role in international 
arena to help the affected 
countries to confront these 
threats. 

“UAE is committed to 
supporting regional and 
international efforts aimed 
at combating extremism and 
terrorism through cooperation 
and coordination with regional 
and international partners,” Al 
Nahyan said. 

He also commended 
AI Azhar institution for 
its longstanding tradition 

in confronting extremist 
ideologies. 

“The recent political and 
economic achievements of the 
Government of Egypt are major 
steps towards its recovery, and 
positively assist the recovery 
and stability of the region,” the 
foreign minister added. 

Talking about Yemen, Al 
Nahyan said, “We seek, with 
the international community, 
to restore the political process 
in Yemen in accordance with 
the agreed parameters, most 
importantly the GCC initiative 
and its implementation 
mechanism.”

The minister also affirmed 
UAE’s continued support for 
the Arab Coalition led by Saudi 
Arabia and its commitment 
in enhancing the capacity of 
the Yemeni people to restore 
stability.

He further said that UAE 
is committed to supporting 
humanitarian efforts in  
Yemen. 

Expressing UAE’s deep 
concern over the ongoing 
tension and instability in Libya, 
Shaikh Abdullah stressed on 
the importance of international 
community in delivering 
humanitarian aid to the Syrian 
people.

“The UAE affirms its 
humanitarian commitment in 
supporting the Syrian people 
and alleviating their suffering,” 
he stressed. 

On Iraq, the minister 
renewed  UAE’s support 
for the efforts of the Iraqi 
government towards 
achieving peace and stability 
and ending sectarian 
practices. Shaikh Abdullah 

also reiterated UAE’s rejection 
of Iran’s continued occupation 
of UAE’s three islands: Greater 
Tunb, Lesser Tunb and  
Abu Musa. 

Moving on to the Palestinian 
issue, the UAE foreign 
minister warned about the 
injustice and frustration  
resulting from the continued 
Israeli occupation of the 
Palestinian territories and 
the flagrant human rights 
violations committed. 

Commenting on the Iranian 
President’s speech at UN 
General Assembly, the UAE 
Foreign Minister said, “Iran’s 
record does not qualify it to 
speak about the safety of the 
Hajj pilgrims and human 
rights, nor does its policies give 
it the right to refer to stability 
issues in the Arabian Gulf and 
the Middle East.”

“The United Arab Emirates 
stands firm with the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia against any 
Iranian attempts to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the Arab 
States,” he said. 

“The United Arab Emirates stands 
firm with the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia against any Iranian attempts 
to interfere in the internal affairs of 

the Arab States,” he said

Shaikh Abdullah

Kuwait

Kuwait will host the 62nd 
session of the WHO 

Regional Committee for 
the Eastern Mediterranean, 
Health Minister Ali Al Obaidi 
said.

Speaking to the press, the 
minister said the meeting 
from October 5 to 8 would be 
held under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Shaikh Jaber 
Al Mubarak Al Hamad Al 
Sabah.

He added that Kuwait’s 
organisation of the meeting 
showcased the interest of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in developing medical 
care in the region and also in 
highlighting the continuous 
cooperation between WHO 
and Kuwait, Kuwait News 
Agency (Kuna) reported.

According to WHO’s 
Regional Committee for 
the Eastern Mediterranean, 
Health ministers and 
high-level representatives 

of the 22 countries and 
territories of WHO’s Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, 
partner organisations and 
civil society, will take part in 
the session.

The four-day programme 
will include progress reports 
on polio eradication; 
emergency preparedness and 
response, prevention and 
control of non-communicable 
diseases, achieving national 
core capacities for the 
deadline for implementation 
of the IHR, universal health 
coverage, regional strategy on 
health and the environment, 
the initiative on saving 
the lives of mothers and 
children, regional strategy 
for the improvement of civil 
registration and vital statistics 
systems 2014-2019.

These reports provide 
updates on implementation 
of resolutions approved by 
the Regional Committee at 
previous sessions. 

Kuwait to host 
WHO meeting

Health ministers and high-level 
representatives of the 22 countries 

and territories of WHO’s Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, partner 

organisations and civil society, will 
take part in the session
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