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HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Representative of His Majesty the King for Charity Works and Youth Affairs, Chairman of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports, President of Bahrain 
Olympic Committee, stressed on continuing efforts to develop and improve the sport of self-defence in the Kingdom by providing all support to centres, sports clubs and players in order to enable 
Bahrainis to achieve best results in regional and international events. This came on the sidelines of a visit to Redha Centre for Self-defence in Barbar, in the presence of the Secretary General of 
the Bahrain Olympic Committee, Abdulrahman Askar. Shaikh Nasser was received by the Director of the Centre Reda Monfredi, who briefed Shaikh Nasser on training in the centre, including Thai 
boxing and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and then met trainees and witnessing the players training after a welcoming speech
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Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC) is calling on 

all motorsport enthusiasts to 
take part in this season’s final 
edition of the E K Kanoo Drag 
and Drift Night, scheduled 
tonight in Sakhir.

This event gives the chance 
for drag racers and drifters to 
take their very own cars or 
motorbikes and push them 
to their limit in a safe and 
controlled environment.

BIC’s world-class quarter-
mile drag strip, is a member 
of the prestigious National 
Hot Rod Association (NHRA) 
Worldwide Network, will 
play host to the drag racing 

and for the drifting, a special 
course along BIC’s car 
park five will stage all the  
action.

Safety standards of the 
highest level are followed at 
all times during the evening’s 
events for both drivers and 
spectators alike.

Both of Monday’s activities 
can be enjoyed for a single fee 
of BD10.

Participation in just the 
drag racing or just the drifting 
costs BD7.

Registration can be done 
on site from 5pm, and the 
action will be held from 6pm 
to 11pm.

Those who would like to 

experience the drag or drift 
as a passenger can get into a 
friend’s car for an additional 
BD4. Spectators can purchase 
tickets for BD2 apiece.

Also as part of the drag 
racing programme, BIC will 
be offering the immensely 
popular Dragster Xperience 
to all those in attendance. 
This is one of the circuit’s 
most unique and ultimate-
adrenaline activities, as it 
gives participants a taste of 
pure speed as they are taken 
from zero to 100kph in just 
one second while seated in a 
Top Dragster. The Dragster 
Xperience costs BD40 per 
person.

BIC all 
set for 

season
finale 

Aidan Payne/DTNN
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Bahrain plays its sixth and 
final match against China 

in the seventh and concluding 
round of round-robin matches 
today in the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) 2017 
World Cricket League (WCL) 
Asia Region Division One in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

So far the national team in 
fourth place of the standings 
have won against Thailand, 
Qatar and China and lost to 
group leaders Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait.

Bahrain prepared for this 
championship with five 

friendly matches in Sri Lanka, 
winning three and losing 
two, getting acclimatised and 
getting used to turf wickets.

Under head coach Rexie 
Arunvasagam and manager 
Syed Rizwan Shah, the squad 
comprises comprises the 
captain, Azeem Ul Haq, Tahir 
Dar, Babar Ali, Junaid Aziz, 
Gamini Arachchige, Imran 
Ali Butt, Janaka Chaturanga, 
Mohammed Rafeh, Aamar 
Shahzad, Mohammed Sameer, 
Mohammed Iqbal, Awad 
Khan, Bilal Mansoor, Jabbar 
Amjad and Mohammed  
Ismail.

The winner of the qualifier 
progresses to the ICC WCL 
Division 5 which will be 

staged in September 2017. Five 
regional qualifiers will play 
alongside two teams relegated 
from Division 4 and one team 
from Division 5.

This round of matches for 
Asia sees the seven teams play 
each other once with matches 
played on three grounds 
in the city of Chiang Mai in 
Northern Thailand. Each team 
plays a total of six matches 
spread over a 10 day period 
concluding tomorrow at Prem 
Tinsulanonda International 
School, Chiangmai Gymkhana 
and Royal Chiangmai Golf 
Club.

Today’s schedule: Bahrain 
vs Bhutan, Qatar vs Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait vs Thailand.

Bahrain take on Bhutan
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The draw for the 10th 
edition of HH Shaikh 

Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa’s Ramadan Football 
Tournament, Nasser 10, 
was held in the presence 
of the Deputy Head of the 
High Organising Committee, 
Hassan Ismail, Tournament 
Director Ali Al-Majed and the 
Head of the Technical

Committee Mohammed 
Hussain and Redha Al-Shamlan 
from the Secretariat as 

well as the participating 
team representatives at the 
Bahrain Football Association 
headquarters.

Last years winners 
Victorious and three times 
overall have been drawn 
in Group A with Suqoor 
Al Bahrain, Majestic Cars 
and Falcons and last year’s 
runner-up Batelco Gunners 
United are joined in Group B 
by Nomas, Al Fursan Palace 
Hotel and Dreams. Group 
C is made up of Forever, 

Al-Nuwayef, Al-Wihda and 
Al Saqer Al-Abyadh and 
Group D comprises Al Zilzal, 
Al Fakhar, Al Zaeem and 
Al-Hisan Al-Abyad.

The tournament gets 
underway on May 21 and 
runs until June 9, coinciding 
with the 14th of Ramadan.

In the four groups, the 
top two in each after the 
round-robin group matches 
qualify for the quarter finals, 
followed by the semi-finals 
and the final.

Balanced draw for 
the “Nasser 10”

A group photo of participating teams representatives with senior guests
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Security defeated Projects 
2338-2268 in the 

first round of the Bapco 
Interdepartmental Bowling 
Knockout Tournament at the 
Ozone Centre in Sitra Mall to 
reach the semi-finals of the 
competition.

Top scoring for Security 

was its captain Hammad Eid 
(235) high game and (648) 
high series and for Projects 
Lito Francisco (213) game and 
Hassan Hubaishi (597) series.

In another match, 
Information Technology 
Department (ITD) beat 
Retirees 2411-2251 for a semi-
final place, top scoring for ITD 

was Abdul Latif Hassan (238) 
game and (611) series and for 
Retirees Talal Yousif (209) 
game and (604) series.

No matches are scheduled 
tonight due to the Labour Day 
holiday, with the semi-finals 
set to take place on May 8 
between ITD and Marketing 
and Security with Refining.

Bapco Bowling Knockout:
Security defeat Projects
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Middlesbrough

Gabriel Jesus’s header 
five minutes from time 

saw Manchester City to a 2-2 
draw at relegation-threatened 
Middlesbrough yesterday as 
his side stayed just ahead in 
the race for a Champions 
League spot.

City twice had to come 
from behind against a Boro 
side who could be demoted 
to the second-tier after the 
next round of Premier League 
fixtures.

But the way the northeast 
club rattled Pep Guardiola’s 
men showed they were not 
prepared to give up their 
top-flight status without a  
fight.

Former City striker Alvaro 
Negredo put Boro ahead 
seven minutes before half-
time at the Riverside, only 
for Sergio Aguero to convert 
a controversial penalty with 
21 minutes remaining when 
Leroy Sane hit the ground 
after a challenge from Marten 
de Roon.

But Middlesbrough rallied 
and restored the lead when 
Calum Chambers, on loan 
from Arsenal, grabbed his 
first goal for the club in the 
77th minute 

However, there was still 
time for Jesus to earn City a 
draw that kept them in the 
fourth and final Champions 
League place on offer to 
English clubs, a point clear 
of local rivals Manchester 
United, who remained fifth 
after a 1-1 draw at home to 
Swansea earlier on Sunday.

Both Manchester clubs 
have four league games left to 
play this season.

E v e n  t h o u g h 
Middlesbrough boast an 
impressive home record 

against Manchester City at 
the top level, it was always 
going to be difficult given 
their respective positions in 
the Premier League.

City’s only league win in 
40 years on Teesside was 
10 years ago, but they must 
have fancied their chances 
more given Middlesbrough’s 
descent towards the 
Championship in 2017.

Steve Agnew, the 
Middlesbrough head coach, 
left out Gaston Ramirez, who 
wanted away in January and 
has frustrated ever since, 
completely, while Guardiola 
sprang a surprise by including 
both Jesus and Aguero up 
front

The attacking pair came 
within inches of combining 
to score an opener inside 70 
seconds too. 

Aguero got to the byline 
and drilled a low cross 
through the six-yard area 
where Jesus was unable to 
turn beyond goalkeeper Brad 
Guzan.

Middlesbrough, buoyed 
by the midweek victory 
over relegated local rivals 
Sunderland, showed a desire 
to attack their more illustrious 
opponents.

Negredo dragged a half-
volley across goal from an 
unmarked position when 
Fabio da Silva’s cross found 
its way to him, while de Roon 
saw a long-range shot shave 
the side netting.

Annoyed Guardiola
City controlled most of the 
possession but rarely tested 
Guzan and were made to pay 
by Boro in the 38th minute.

A City attack broke 
down when George Friend 
intercepted a pass bound for 

Aguero. The left-back passed 
to De Roon, who then rolled 
in Stewart Downing down the 
left.

The former England winger 
had loads of space and his 
pass found Negredo, whose 
first-time shot hit the inside 
of Willy Caballero’s right-
hand post before crossing the 
line.

City manager Guardiola 
was clearly annoyed and 
within five minutes of the 
restart Raheem Sterling and 
Sane were introduced.

And with the exception of a 
low Adam Clayton drive that 
was held by Caballero, City 
spent almost the entire half 
probing the home defence, 
looking for an equaliser.

That eventually arrived 
with 21 minutes remaining, 
even if it needed the assistance 
of referee Kevin Friend.

He deemed that it was a 
penalty when Sane went to 
ground under a challenge 
from de Roon. After the 
protests had died down, 
Aguero converted.

A n  i n c e n s e d 
Middlesbrough, hadn’t 
finished, though. After 
Adama Traore was tripped as 
he charged towards the box, 
Downing was given a chance 
from the dead ball.

His free-kick was initially 
saved, only for the ball to 
bounce around the area where 
Chambers had remained 
to lift over the ball over 
Caballero and put second-
bottom Boro 2-1 up.

But Jesus deflated the 
Riverside five minutes from 
time with City’s second 
equaliser. From a quick free-
kick, Aguero chipped into the 
area and the unattended Jesus 
headed beyond Guzan. (AFP)

Jesus 
saves 

City at
Boro
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Batelco Racing were 
crowned winner of the 

12 Hours Dubai Kartdrome 
Endurance Autodrome 2017 
Round Two after following on 
from its success in Round One 
held in February.

The race took place over 
the weekend at the Dubai 
Autodrome Circuit with 
Batelco Racing represented 
by Mohammed Matar, Ramez 
Azzam and Saeed Al Muhairi 
who successful completed the 
twelve hours race with 600 
laps and 30 seconds ahead 
of its nearest competitor, 
demonstrating the team’s 
extensive experience and skills 
and continues the team’s 
success over the past five years, 
confirming their effective 
administrative and technical 
abilities.

Following the success, 
Batelco Corporate Affairs 
Senior Manager, Osama Alsaad 
said, “We are thrilled with the 
team’s strong performance, 
reflecting the efforts of all 

members who took part and 
those who work behind the 
scenes to help achieve such 
results and hope for further 
successes.”

Team captain Mohammed 
Mattar said, “Thanks to Batelco 

and Bahrain Motor Federation 
for their continuous support. 
This achievement would not 
have been possible without the 
team’s expertise in endurance 
races and their extensive 
knowledge of the track.”

Dubai Endurance:
Batelco victorious
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Bahrain Endurance 13 swept 
the top spots at Challenge 

Taiwan this weekend, with 
Fredrik Croneborg defending 
his title over the full distance 
and Jan Frodeno putting on a 
worthy exhibition in the half 
distance.

The Swede won last year 
in 8 hours 30 minutes 28 
seconds in relatively slow 
and hot conditions. Triathlon 
statistician Thorsten Radde 
had tipped him to win again 
this year. 

With cooler temperatures 
and a wetsuit swim, 
Croneborg’s (8:03:21) 
defended his title with a new 

course record for the event 
and eight minutes ahead of his 
nearest rival.

“I’m pretty happy because I 
could win again,” he said. 

“To defend my title from 
last year with a course record 
is really special.”

Frodeno a late invitational 
entry into the half distance, 
traveling 40 hours to arrive 
in Taitung from Sardinia 
where only a week ago he 
topped another half distance. 
It was the two-time world 
champion’s first half distance 
win in Asia, which he achieved 
with a (22:51) swim, (2:03:48) 
cycling and (1:14:01) to finish 
in (3:48:20).

He said, “The course has 
some of the smoothest, fastest 
roads in the world, maybe 
second only to Roth. And it’s 
got the right spirit, there’s 
good fans out there and the 
run course is really nice. It’s 
a good race and I’m looking 
forward to coming back here 
next year.”

“My coach told me to keep 
pushing on the run, so I was 
pushing pretty hard at the 
end,” he said. “It was a good 
time but to be honest I was 
tired… But you know you have 
to make the hard days, you’ve 
got to take them home as well 
and push hard, which is what 
I did.”

Endurance: Wins for 
Croneborg, Frodeno

Manchester 
City’s Brazilian 
striker Gabriel 
Jesus (L) vies with 
Middlesbrough’s 
Uruguayan striker 
Christian Stuani

Batelco Racing - Round Two Winners of Dubai Kartdrome

Fredrik Croneburg


